
 
December 12, 2017 
 

 
Dear Members of the New York Delegation: 

 
On behalf of The State University of New York (SUNY) and the 1.3 million students, 33,000 
faculty, and 58,000 employees we represent, we write to express our deep concerns with 
provisions that will be considered while H.R. 1 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act is conferenced by the House 
and the Senate.  

 
Although both bills are being touted as tax reform, they include devastating measures that will 
inhibit the educational, research, and economic development missions of our 64 colleges and 
universities. The provisions highlighted below would make higher education less accessible and 
affordable for students, diminish our ability to train the future workforce, and undermine the 
research enterprise.  
 
Taxing Tuition Waivers   
Tuition waivers reduce the cost of undergraduate and graduate education for SUNY students. 
Treating tuition waivers as income will increase taxes for SUNY students and families, and put the 
pursuit of a graduate degree out of reach for many of our students. To remain globally 
competitive in new cutting-edge technology, discouraging students from attaining advanced 
degrees is a mistake.  
 
Student Loan Interest Deduction, Lifetime Learning and American Opportunity Tax Credits 
The repeal of the Student Loan Interest Deduction will increase the cost of loan repayment for 
SUNY graduates with modest incomes. Elimination of the Lifetime Learning Credit coupled with 
changes to the American Opportunity Tax Credit will have a negative effect on our nontraditional 
and graduate students. 
 
State and Local Government Income and Property Taxes (SALT) 
Eliminating deductibility of state and local taxes and capping deduction of property taxes at 
$10,000 will be a net tax increase for many New Yorkers. The resulting budget pressure on state 
and local governments would force a decrease in funding for SUNY, and reduce the positive 
economic impact we have on our communities. 
 
We urge you to prevent tuition waivers from becoming taxable income, to preserve the Lifetime 
Learning and the American Opportunity Tax Credits, and to maintain the full income and 
property tax deductions.   



Sincerely yours, 

H. Carl McCall Kristina M. Johnson, Ph.D. 
Chairman Chancellor 

 
 

SUNY Campus Presidents:                 
 
 
         
Kristine D. Duffy, Ed.D.               Hávidan Rodríguez 
President, SUNY Adirondack            President, University at Albany 
 
 

      
Dr. Richard Stephens               Dr. Irby “Skip” D. Sullivan 
Provost & Acting VP, NYS College of Ceramics          President, Alfred State College 
Alfred University 
 
 
         
Harvey G. Stenger                Heidi R. Macpherson, Ph.D. 
President, Binghamton University            President, SUNY College at Brockport 
 
 
         
Dr. Kevin E. Drumm               Satish K. Tripathi 
President, SUNY Broome             President, University at Buffalo 
 
         
 
Dr. Katherine S. Conway-Turner              Dr. Zvi Szafran 
President, Buffalo State College            President, SUNY Canton 
 
 
         
Dr. Brian M. Durant               Ray M. DiPasquale 
President, Cayuga Community College           President, Clinton Community College 
 
         
         
Dr. Marion A. Terenzio               James R. Campion 
President, SUNY Cobleskill President, Columbia-Greene 

Community College 
 
         

 
Dr. Katherine P. Douglas               Erik J. Bitterbaum, Ph.D. 
President, Corning Community College           President, SUNY Cortland 



 
 

         
         
Dr. Michael R. Laliberte               Wayne J. Riley, MD, MPH, MBA, MACP 
President, SUNY Delhi             President, SUNY Downstate  

Medical Center 
 
         
 

Pamela R. Edington, Ed.D.               Dr. Merodie A. Hancock 
President, Dutchess Community College           President, SUNY Empire State College 
 
 
         
Dr. Quentin Wheeler               Dan Hocoy, Ph.D 
President, SUNY ESF             President, Erie Community College 
 
 
         
John S. Nader, Ph.D.               Dr. Joyce F. Brown 
President, Farmingdale State College           President, Fashion Institute of Technology 
 
 
         
Dr. Robert K. Nye                 Dr. Virginia S. Horvath 
President, Finger Lakes Community College           President, SUNY Fredonia 
 
 
         
Dustin Swanger, Ed.D.               Dr. James Sunser 
President, Fulton Montgomery Community College          President, Genesee Community College 
 
 
         
Dr. Denise A. Battles               Dr. Cathleen C. McColgin 
President, SUNY Geneseo             President, Herkimer County  

Community College 
 
 
         

Andrew J. Matonak, Ed.D.               Dr. Cory L. Duckworth 
President, Hudson Valley Community College          President, Jamestown Community College 
 
 
         
Ty A. Stone                Rear Adm. Michale A. Alfultis, USMS, Ph.D. 
President, Jefferson Community College          President, SUNY Maritime College 
 
 
         
 



 
Randall J. VanWagoner, Ph.D.              Anne M. Kress 
President, Mohawk Valley Community College          President, Monroe Community College 
 
 
         
Dr. David E. Rogers                Dr. W. Hubert Keen 
President, Morrisville State College            President, Nassau Community College 
 
 
 
Donald P. Christian                Dr. Steve Tyrell 
President, SUNY New Paltz             President, North Country  

Community College 
         
 

Dr. Calvin O. Butts, III             Dr. Nancy Kleniewski 
President, SUNY College at Old Westbury           President, SUNY College at Oneonta 
 
         
 
Dr. Casey Crabill, Ed.D.                        Dr. David A. Heath 
President, Onondaga Community College           President, SUNY College of Optometry 
 
 
         
Dr. Kristine M. Young               Deborah F. Stanley 
President, SUNY Orange             President, SUNY Oswego 
 
 
         
John Ettling, Ph.D.                Bahgat G. Sammakia, Ph.D. 
President, SUNY Plattsburgh            President, SUNY Polytechnic Institute 
 
 
         
Kristin G. Esterberg, Ph.D.                       Thomas J. Schwarz 
President, SUNY Potsdam             President, Purchase College 
 
 
         
Michael A. Baston, JD, EdD              Steady Moono, Ed.D. 
President, Rockland Community College President, Schenectady County 

Community College 
 
 
         
Samuel L. Stanley Jr., M.D.               Jay Quaintance 
President, Stony Brook University            President, SUNY Sullivan 
 
 
         



Orinthia T. Montague, Ph.D.              Dr. Alan P. Roberts 
President, Tompkins Cortland Community College          President, SUNY Ulster 

 
 
 
 

Danielle Laraque-Arena, MD, FAAP            Dr. Belinda S. Miles 
President, Upstate Medical University President, Westchester Community 

College 
 
 
               
            
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


