
The Educational 
Opportunity Program 

Beyond a program, a movement toward educational opportunity for all.
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ABOUT The Educational 
Opportunity Program 
(EOP)

EOP is designed to create access and 
opportunities to college for students from low-
income households. To join the program, 
students must apply, show potential to 
succeed, and be both economically and 
academically eligible.



EOP History
Arthur O. Eve
In 1967, Assemblyman Arthur O. Eve of Buffalo kickstarted 
dialogue at the legislative level surrounding college access and 
opportunity. Through his impassioned advocacy efforts, Arthur O. 
Eve developed the appropriation bill that later blossomed into the 
Educational Opportunity Program.

Change-Making
EOP continues in the legacy of Arthur O. Eve, supporting low-
income students in the State of New York toward academic 
excellence. We serve approximately 10,000 students annually 
and enroll 2,500 new students per year.

Opportunity Programs
The State University of New York (SUNY) Educational 
Opportunity Program (EOP) is one of four opportunity 
programs: EOP (SUNY), HEOP (Private Colleges), SEEK (CUNY 
4-year schools), CD (CUNY 2-year schools). 

Powerful Fact: Beginning with the SEEK 
program in 1966, opportunity programs 
in New York State have operated for 58 
years! 



Where is EOP?
On 55 SUNY campuses
across the State!



AND, there’s more! 
• Pre-professional programs (for pre-med, engineering, and mental 

health), a comprehensive alumni network, and career development 
opportunities.

• EOP graduates who enroll at a SUNY graduate program may receive 
additional financial assistance. 

Every EOP Student 
Receives:
The signature EOP 
Summer Program

An unforgettable 3- to 
5- week college 
experience for all 
accepted EOP freshmen. 
Students may also earn 
early college credits 
toward graduation.

Academic Supports

Access to professional 
and peer tutoring. EOPs 
have a personalized 
approach that connects 
students to the best 
intervention for them, 
including academic 
mentoring, coaching, 
and peer counseling.

A Personalized EOP 
Counselor

One person dedicated to a 
student's academic journey. 
EOP Counselors have 
expertise in academic 
advising, coaching, 
counseling (with a small 
and sometimes big C), and 
de-mystifying  higher 
education every step of the 
way.

Financial Support

Modest financial 
assistance toward non-
tuition costs AND 
eligibility for one 
additional year of State 
Financial Aid (TAP).



EOP Updates



The Pledge  
“We will continue to scale our internship 
programs - starting with a pledge that 100% of 
students who enroll in our Educational 
Opportunity Program will have access to an 
internship before they graduate.”

John B. King, Jr. | Chancellor, State University of New York



EOP Expansion

Through the implementation 
of student success strategies, EOP 
creates Pre-Professional Program 
pipelines to:

o Pre-Med
o Pre-Nursing   
o Engineering 
o Mental Health 
o Teaching
o EOP Ambassador Program

Pre-Professional Programs



EOP Eligibility



WHO 

Students selected to 
participate in the 
Educational Opportunity 
Program have the potential 
and motivation to succeed 
in college. To be considered 
for admission to EOP, 
students must: 

Be a New York State resident for 12 
months  prior to enrollment 

Have earned a high school diploma (or 
equivalent)

Fail to meet the criteria for general 
admission. Academic eligibility varies by 
campus 

Qualify as economically disadvantaged 
according to income guidelines set by the 
New York State Education Department 
(financial eligibility is based on family 
income from prior-prior year) 

Enroll as a full-time student

should apply 
to EOP?
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Economic Eligibility
Household size refers to anyone 
who currently lives in your home 
with you and anyone who is 
dependent on the same income as 
you, even if that person does not 
live at your home (ex. older 
siblings away at college).

Income guidelines do not apply if:
• The student’s family is the recipient of Family Assistance or Safety 

Net payments through the New York State Office of Temporary and 
Disability Assistance or through a county Department of Social 
Services.

• The student is in foster care as established by the court.
• The student is a ward of the state or county. 



Academic 
Eligibility 



Academic 
Eligibility



EOP Application



EOP Application Fee Wavier 
• If the applicant household’s income meets the EOP financial guidelines the 

first seven SUNY schools the applicant apply to will be waived via the SUNY 
EOP application fee waiver.

• When Applying via the Common Application, EOP financial qualified 
students/families qualify for four schools waived using their fee waiver form.  

How to Apply: 
EOP Application Process 

Applications Open 
August 1st

Applicants can apply 
to EOP through the 
SUNY or the Common 
application. If you 
meet the EOP 
Financial 
Requirements check 
“Yes” to the EOP 
question featured on 
both applications.  

Part 1: Complete the 
SUNY or Common 
Application 

Let us know who you 
are, your academic 
background, and 
college selection. 
Please note a few 
schools may require 
an additional essay 
and interview. 

EOP Decisions  

Once Parts 1 & 2 are 
completed, the 
financial form will be 
reviewed by SUNY 
and sent to the 
selected campuses 
for an academic 
review to reach a 
decision. 

Part 2: Complete the 
EOP Financial Form 

After completing  
part 1, you will have 
access to the EOP 
Financial Form. 
Upload your 
family’s or (If 
independent) your 
financial information 
and supporting 
documents.  

EOP 
Summer Program   

If accepted to EOP 
you will be invited 
to participate in a 
mandatory 4 to 5 
weeklong summer 
program from July – 
August on campus. 



APPLY TODAY

[

PRO TIP: EOP-eligible students can receive up to seven FREE SUNY 
applications.



Successful Applicants:
oSubmit 

o Financial verification documents and/or
o Test scores and/or 
oRecommendation letters

oMeet
oAcademic eligibility for the campus they’re 

applying to
oComplete an

o Interview and/or
o Essay and/or 



Plan for Success Save your Pre-Freshman 
Summer for the  

EOP Summer 
Institute 

o All accepted applicants must complete 
the mandatory EOP Summer institute to 
enroll. 

o Students who are accepted and do not 
attend the Summer institute will forfeit 
their seat and EOP status.  



Foster Youth College 
Success Initiative (FYCSI)



What is the
Foster Youth College Success Initiative?

oThe Foster Youth College Success 
Initiative (FYCSI) is a state-funded 
program that connects youth in care, 
eligible orphans or wards of the court 
who are accepted into SUNY’s 
Educational Opportunity Program 
(EOP) with additional academic 
support services. Critical financial 
assistance is also provided to help 
students enroll in, pay for and 
successfully complete college.



The Benefits of the FYCSI

In addition to the comprehensive support services
 provided through participation in EOP, eligible foster
youth receive an award each academic year to help
pay for expenses above and beyond tuition.

FYCSI funding can be used for:

• Tuition and fees
• Housing
• Meals
• Books and Supplies
• Transportation
• Personal Expenses



Who can Participate in the FYCSI?
Students who are currently a resident of New York State and 
have spent time in foster care at any time after their 13th 
birthday, are an orphan or ward of the court are eligible to seek 
FYCSI aid.

Students must meet the federal Higher Education Act definition 
of a foster youth or orphan.

For EOP and Regular Admit Students.  



How to Apply for FYCSI?
Applicants must self-identify as a youth in care and provide 
appropriate documentation at the time of their application 
and/or admission to an Educational Opportunity Program (EOP) 
on a participating SUNY campus.

Check the Box for Foster Youth, Word of Court, Orphan on the 
SUNY Application.  



EOP Financial Form Application 



View a five-minute 
demonstration of the financial 
information form.

https://www.suny.edu/attend/apply-to-suny/eop-financial/
https://www.suny.edu/attend/apply-to-suny/eop-financial/
https://www.suny.edu/attend/apply-to-suny/eop-financial/
https://www.suny.edu/attend/apply-to-suny/eop-financial/
https://www.suny.edu/attend/apply-to-suny/eop-financial/


Counselor 
Communication
• EOP applicants missing documentation

• Sent every 30 days to selected school 
counselor

• View all applicants at suny.edu/counselor



[

Questions?
Contact the Recruitment Response Center

Email: askSUNY@suny.edu
Phone: toll-free at 800.342.3811


	The Educational Opportunity Program 
	Today’s Agenda:
	ABOUT The Educational Opportunity Program (EOP)
	EOP History
	Where is EOP?
	Slide Number 6
	EOP Updates
	The Pledge  
	EOP Expansion
	EOP Eligibility
	WHO 
	Economic Eligibility
	Academic Eligibility 
	Slide Number 14
	EOP Application
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Successful Applicants:
	Plan for Success 
	 Foster Youth College Success Initiative (FYCSI)
	What is the�Foster Youth College Success Initiative?��
	The Benefits of the FYCSI��
	Who can Participate in the FYCSI?
	How to Apply for FYCSI?
	EOP Financial Form Application 
	View a five-minute demonstration of the financial information form.
	Slide Number 27
	Counselor Communication
	Questions?

