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One place where the glass ceiling has

cracked open
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During the course of her day, Nancy
Zimpher is often introduced as the first
female chancellor of the state's 64-campus
university system.

Similarly, Zimpher was the first female
chancellor and president at both the
University of Wisconsin-Miwaukee and the
University of Cincinnati.

"One day I had a young man shadowing me
and I think ITwas giving a speech at a local
Rotary and on the way back to campus he
said, 'Don't you get tired of being introduced
as the first woman dot dot dot’ I said back
to him, 'When it doesn’t have to be said
anymore, it won't be."

Zimpher may often be in the gender-
minority at national education gatherings,
but is among many female college presidents
in the Capital Region, where women lead 13
of the 25 higher education institutions.

Nationally, female college presidents are
outnumbered by men three to one.

Outside of education, these numbers are
worse. According to Catalyst, a nonprofit
organization based in New York City that
works to expand gender equity in business,
only 4.8 percent of Fortune 500 CEOs are
women. That figure was 2.4 percent just
three years ago. Compare that to college
presidents in 2011: 26.4 percent were women.

View Photos

Donna Abbott-Viahos
Shirley Ann Jackson is president of Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute in Troy

How To: Human Resources
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« Should employers worry about March
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The Capital Region, where 52 percent of college presidents are women, stands out on the

gender equity front.

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute president Shirley Ann Jackson is the longest-tenured female

college president in the region.

Contact Us  Welcome, David ¥

f ¥ in @

Subscriber Content

Videos

North Colonie School District

© ©

(Wells Fargo) Becoming a 2014 Transit Connect

National Brand

Most Popular ||

Homebuilders grieving over sudden death of John Michaels

Tall, abandoned building in downtown Albany could fall with a
bang

Off The List: 10 things you didn't know about Albany area
attractions

Funeral arrangements announced for homebuilder John H.
Michaels

College graduates jumping into hot job market
Deep pockets and dizzying times in pursuit of upstate NY casino

BBL, DeCrescente, Coldwell Banker and other businesses
supporting East

New York hospitals carving out turf in competition for $8 billion
Rare Form Brewery opens Friday in downtown Troy

At least three more casino sites still in play in the Albany region

2014 Report on America’s Economic
Engine

Survey shows mid-market companies are
hiring and investing to drive growth. Learn
more.

http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/print-edition/2014/05/23/one-place-where-the-glass-ceiling-has-cracked-open.html?page=all

1/3


http://businessdirectory.bizjournals.com/
http://www.bizjournals.com/bizbooks/
http://upstart.bizjournals.com/
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/bizwomen
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/about-us/contact
https://www.facebook.com/albanybusinessreview/273721998873
https://twitter.com/AlbanyBizReview
http://www.linkedin.com/company/albany-business-review
https://plus.google.com/109899681809513892265/posts?hl=en
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/news/
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/people/
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/calendar/
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/jobs/
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/resources/
http://www.bizjournals.com/commerce?market_code=albany
http://www.bizjournals.com/account/albany/printsub
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/newsletter
javascript:void(0);
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/promo/albany-reprint
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/print-edition/2014/05/23/one-place-where-the-glass-ceiling-has-cracked-open.html?s=print
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/gallery/35921?r=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bizjournals.com%2Falbany%2Fprint-edition%2F2014%2F05%2F23%2Fone-place-where-the-glass-ceiling-has-cracked-open.html%3Fpage%3Dall
http://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/how-to/human-resources/
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%253Fsa%253DL%2526ai%253DBTYuc7-eFU7KuM4LGlQf9mIDAA7nIzpEFAAAAEAEgADgAWKncl7CpAWDJxrCLwKTUEIIBF2NhLXB1Yi05NzM2MDkyNjA0Njc3NTE2sgETd3d3LmJpempvdXJuYWxzLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBCdoBe2h0dHA6Ly93d3cuYml6am91cm5hbHMuY29tL2FsYmFueS9wcmludC1lZGl0aW9uLzIwMTQvMDUvMjMvb25lLXBsYWNlLXdoZXJlLXRoZS1nbGFzcy1jZWlsaW5nLWhhcy1jcmFja2VkLW9wZW4uaHRtbD9wYWdlPWFsbMACAuACAOoCHDQ2MzUvYnpqLmFsYmFueS9hcnRpY2xlX3BhZ2X4AoPSHpAD4AOYA-ADqAMB0ASQTuAEAaAGIA%2526num%253D0%2526sig%253DAOD64_225bf00cfRzUQlF11GFPz0PrF5KQ%2526client%253Dca-pub-9736092604677516%2526adurl%253Dhttp://ads.pointroll.com/PortalServe/%3Fpid%3D2273637A74820140326194342%26pos%3Dc%26r%3D406848316
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%253Fsa%253DL%2526ai%253DBTYuc7-eFU7KuM4LGlQf9mIDAA7nIzpEFAAAAEAEgADgAWKncl7CpAWDJxrCLwKTUEIIBF2NhLXB1Yi05NzM2MDkyNjA0Njc3NTE2sgETd3d3LmJpempvdXJuYWxzLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBCdoBe2h0dHA6Ly93d3cuYml6am91cm5hbHMuY29tL2FsYmFueS9wcmludC1lZGl0aW9uLzIwMTQvMDUvMjMvb25lLXBsYWNlLXdoZXJlLXRoZS1nbGFzcy1jZWlsaW5nLWhhcy1jcmFja2VkLW9wZW4uaHRtbD9wYWdlPWFsbMACAuACAOoCHDQ2MzUvYnpqLmFsYmFueS9hcnRpY2xlX3BhZ2X4AoPSHpAD4AOYA-ADqAMB0ASQTuAEAaAGIA%2526num%253D0%2526sig%253DAOD64_225bf00cfRzUQlF11GFPz0PrF5KQ%2526client%253Dca-pub-9736092604677516%2526adurl%253Dhttp://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/how-to/human-resources/2014/03/how-to-retrain-staff-never-held-accountable.html
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%253Fsa%253DL%2526ai%253DBTYuc7-eFU7KuM4LGlQf9mIDAA7nIzpEFAAAAEAEgADgAWKncl7CpAWDJxrCLwKTUEIIBF2NhLXB1Yi05NzM2MDkyNjA0Njc3NTE2sgETd3d3LmJpempvdXJuYWxzLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBCdoBe2h0dHA6Ly93d3cuYml6am91cm5hbHMuY29tL2FsYmFueS9wcmludC1lZGl0aW9uLzIwMTQvMDUvMjMvb25lLXBsYWNlLXdoZXJlLXRoZS1nbGFzcy1jZWlsaW5nLWhhcy1jcmFja2VkLW9wZW4uaHRtbD9wYWdlPWFsbMACAuACAOoCHDQ2MzUvYnpqLmFsYmFueS9hcnRpY2xlX3BhZ2X4AoPSHpAD4AOYA-ADqAMB0ASQTuAEAaAGIA%2526num%253D0%2526sig%253DAOD64_225bf00cfRzUQlF11GFPz0PrF5KQ%2526client%253Dca-pub-9736092604677516%2526adurl%253Dhttp://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/how-to/human-resources/2014/03/should-employees-be-allowed-to-interview-their-new.html
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%253Fsa%253DL%2526ai%253DBTYuc7-eFU7KuM4LGlQf9mIDAA7nIzpEFAAAAEAEgADgAWKncl7CpAWDJxrCLwKTUEIIBF2NhLXB1Yi05NzM2MDkyNjA0Njc3NTE2sgETd3d3LmJpempvdXJuYWxzLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBCdoBe2h0dHA6Ly93d3cuYml6am91cm5hbHMuY29tL2FsYmFueS9wcmludC1lZGl0aW9uLzIwMTQvMDUvMjMvb25lLXBsYWNlLXdoZXJlLXRoZS1nbGFzcy1jZWlsaW5nLWhhcy1jcmFja2VkLW9wZW4uaHRtbD9wYWdlPWFsbMACAuACAOoCHDQ2MzUvYnpqLmFsYmFueS9hcnRpY2xlX3BhZ2X4AoPSHpAD4AOYA-ADqAMB0ASQTuAEAaAGIA%2526num%253D0%2526sig%253DAOD64_225bf00cfRzUQlF11GFPz0PrF5KQ%2526client%253Dca-pub-9736092604677516%2526adurl%253Dhttp://www.bizjournals.com/charlotte/how-to/human-resources/2014/03/should-employers-worry-about-march-madness.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/bio/19481/Megan+Rogers
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/bio/19481/Megan+Rogers
mailto:mrogers@bizjournals.com
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/megan-rogers/69/991/17/
https://twitter.com/AlbBizMegan
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/search/results?q=Nancy Zimpher
http://www.bizjournals.com/profiles/company/us/wi/milwaukee/university_of_wisconsin-milwaukee/3230598
http://www.bizjournals.com/profiles/company/us/oh/cincinnati/university_of_cincinnati/2265027
http://www.bizjournals.com/profiles/company/us/ny/troy/rensselaer_polytechnic_institute/212213
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/search/results?q=Shirley Ann Jackson
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/videos
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/video/E3d2YybjpNYH8GnR0-ax4_MFy1vBLRza?autoplay=1
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%253Fsa%253DL%2526ai%253DBty4o7-eFU7W8NIL5lQf_t4DgAumst64FAAAAEAEgADgAWNHm-LuzAWDJxrCLwKTUEIIBF2NhLXB1Yi05NzM2MDkyNjA0Njc3NTE2sgETd3d3LmJpempvdXJuYWxzLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBCdoBe2h0dHA6Ly93d3cuYml6am91cm5hbHMuY29tL2FsYmFueS9wcmludC1lZGl0aW9uLzIwMTQvMDUvMjMvb25lLXBsYWNlLXdoZXJlLXRoZS1nbGFzcy1jZWlsaW5nLWhhcy1jcmFja2VkLW9wZW4uaHRtbD9wYWdlPWFsbMACAuACAOoCFDQ2MzUvYnpqLmJpempvdXJuYWxz-AKD0h6AAwGQA-ADmAPgA6gDAeAEAaAGIA%2526num%253D0%2526sig%253DAOD64_0ruOnVhqfNLX0qL8iYZnnB4R3Liw%2526client%253Dca-pub-9736092604677516%2526adurl%253Dhttp://adfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/16161-198403-35210-3?mpcr=30425207&mpt=144718896
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%253Fsa%253DL%2526ai%253DBty4o7-eFU7W8NIL5lQf_t4DgAumst64FAAAAEAEgADgAWNHm-LuzAWDJxrCLwKTUEIIBF2NhLXB1Yi05NzM2MDkyNjA0Njc3NTE2sgETd3d3LmJpempvdXJuYWxzLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBCdoBe2h0dHA6Ly93d3cuYml6am91cm5hbHMuY29tL2FsYmFueS9wcmludC1lZGl0aW9uLzIwMTQvMDUvMjMvb25lLXBsYWNlLXdoZXJlLXRoZS1nbGFzcy1jZWlsaW5nLWhhcy1jcmFja2VkLW9wZW4uaHRtbD9wYWdlPWFsbMACAuACAOoCFDQ2MzUvYnpqLmJpempvdXJuYWxz-AKD0h6AAwGQA-ADmAPgA6gDAeAEAaAGIA%2526num%253D0%2526sig%253DAOD64_0ruOnVhqfNLX0qL8iYZnnB4R3Liw%2526client%253Dca-pub-9736092604677516%2526adurl%253Dhttp://adfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/16161-198403-35210-3?mpcr=30425207&mpt=144718896
http://l2.visiblemeasures.com/p/2/r/3/?p=21813&l=24957&c=68081&d=fa3f1054-23ce-478a-b758-ccb201e0f372&redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bizjournals.com%2Falbany%2Fvideo%2Fvm%2F1pdjZpbTpSy2iIIMYebULDOZqh19u13B&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bizjournals.com%2Falbany%2Fprint-edition%2F2014%2F05%2F23%2Fone-place-where-the-glass-ceiling-has-cracked-open.html&r=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bizjournals.com%2Falbany%2Fprint-edition%2F2014%2F05%2F23%2Fone-place-where-the-glass-ceiling-has-cracked-open.html&rnd=5330188498903487522
http://l2.visiblemeasures.com/p/2/r/3/?p=21813&l=24957&c=68081&d=fa3f1054-23ce-478a-b758-ccb201e0f372&redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bizjournals.com%2Falbany%2Fvideo%2Fvm%2F1pdjZpbTpSy2iIIMYebULDOZqh19u13B&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bizjournals.com%2Falbany%2Fprint-edition%2F2014%2F05%2F23%2Fone-place-where-the-glass-ceiling-has-cracked-open.html&r=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bizjournals.com%2Falbany%2Fprint-edition%2F2014%2F05%2F23%2Fone-place-where-the-glass-ceiling-has-cracked-open.html&rnd=5330188498903487522
http://ad.doubleclick.net/N4635/jump/bzj.bizjournals;section=vm_tracking;sz=1x1;ord=1401284589.4231.6.22181?
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/news/2014/05/25/homebuilders-grieving-over-sudden-death-of-john.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/news/2014/05/22/abandoned-building-in-albany-might-be-imploded.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/blog/2014/05/off-the-list-10-things-you-didnt-know-about-albany.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/morning_call/2014/05/funeral-arrangements-announced-for-homebuilder.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/morning_call/2014/05/college-graduates-jumping-into-hot-job-market.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/news/2014/05/23/dizzying-times-in-pursuit-of-ny-casino.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/morning_call/2014/05/bbl-decrescente-coldwell-banker-and-other.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/blog/health-care/2014/05/new-york-hospitals-carving-out-turf-in-competition.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/news/2014/05/27/rare-form-brewery-opens-friday-in-downtown-troy.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/albany/news/2014/05/21/at-least-three-more-casino-sites-still-in-play-in.html
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%253Fsa%253DL%2526ai%253DBSpDr7-eFU8jlM4uklgeqn4CwBMHW2KoFAAAAEAEgADgAWNHWwJF4YMnGsIvApNQQggEXY2EtcHViLTk3MzYwOTI2MDQ2Nzc1MTayARN3d3cuYml6am91cm5hbHMuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEJ2gF7aHR0cDovL3d3dy5iaXpqb3VybmFscy5jb20vYWxiYW55L3ByaW50LWVkaXRpb24vMjAxNC8wNS8yMy9vbmUtcGxhY2Utd2hlcmUtdGhlLWdsYXNzLWNlaWxpbmctaGFzLWNyYWNrZWQtb3Blbi5odG1sP3BhZ2U9YWxswAIC4AIA6gIcNDYzNS9iemouYWxiYW55L2FydGljbGVfcGFnZfgCg9IegAMBkAPgA5gD4AOoAwHgBAGgBiA%2526num%253D0%2526sig%253DAOD64_3nuy6qP-XgiHS5j0Jm2lURGBufLw%2526client%253Dca-pub-9736092604677516%2526adurl%253Dhttp://adr.bizjournals.com/www.deloitte.com/view/en_US/us/Services/deloitte-growth-enterprise-services/a2912da45ebc5410VgnVCM2000003356f70aRCRD.htm?id=us:2pm:3ad:mpb_aee:eng:ages:051514
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%253Fsa%253DL%2526ai%253DBSpDr7-eFU8jlM4uklgeqn4CwBMHW2KoFAAAAEAEgADgAWNHWwJF4YMnGsIvApNQQggEXY2EtcHViLTk3MzYwOTI2MDQ2Nzc1MTayARN3d3cuYml6am91cm5hbHMuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEJ2gF7aHR0cDovL3d3dy5iaXpqb3VybmFscy5jb20vYWxiYW55L3ByaW50LWVkaXRpb24vMjAxNC8wNS8yMy9vbmUtcGxhY2Utd2hlcmUtdGhlLWdsYXNzLWNlaWxpbmctaGFzLWNyYWNrZWQtb3Blbi5odG1sP3BhZ2U9YWxswAIC4AIA6gIcNDYzNS9iemouYWxiYW55L2FydGljbGVfcGFnZfgCg9IegAMBkAPgA5gD4AOoAwHgBAGgBiA%2526num%253D0%2526sig%253DAOD64_3nuy6qP-XgiHS5j0Jm2lURGBufLw%2526client%253Dca-pub-9736092604677516%2526adurl%253Dhttp://adr.bizjournals.com/www.deloitte.com/view/en_US/us/Services/deloitte-growth-enterprise-services/a2912da45ebc5410VgnVCM2000003356f70aRCRD.htm?id=us:2pm:3ad:mpb_aee:eng:ages:051514

Albany, NY area outpaces the U.S. when it comes to the number of women leading colleges and universities - Albany Business Review 5/28/2014

Her leadership extends beyond the Troy university. She is a member of President Obama's

Advanced Manufacturing Partnership Steering Committee. She also sits on boards at the Sponsored by

Smithsonian Institute, IBM and FedEx Corp., among others. People on the Move
Jackson joined Rensselaer in 1999. Even then, when women represented about 19 percent of
college presidents nationally, more than 40 percent of Capital Region colleges were led by
women.
For this week's Cover Story, the 13 female college presidents shared some insight from their
career paths: What it was like to start in academic fields with few other women, when they
knew they were seeking top leadership positions and even if their gender has an important Carole Wands Ray Rose John Havrilla
impact on their leadership style. Sunmark Federal Thompson & Wendel
Credit Union Johnson Equipment
Co. Inc.
Zimpher says being a woman has had a mostly positive effect on her career.
"People are so eager to see women in leadership roles that I think it's an advantage,” she says.
"When it's the voice of the minority, people tend to listen more carefully."
She adds: "I'm not advocating to stay in the minority."
Ronald A Mark Wilson Lisa Totaro
Megan reports breaking news and covers education. Krukowski Cramer Sunmark Federal
Turner Construction Credit Union
Company
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