
 

 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
                     March 22, 2018 
 
 
To:  Members of the Board of Trustees 
 
From:  Kristina M. Johnson, Chancellor  
 
Subject: Naming of Janet R. Perna Science Building  
 
 
Action Requested 
 

The proposed resolution approves the action taken by the College at Oneonta 
Foundation naming the Science Building One at SUNY Oneonta the “Janet R. Perna 
Science Building.”  

 
Resolution 
 

I recommend that the Board of Trustees adopt the following resolution: 
 

Resolved that the action taken by the College at Oneonta Foundation 
on March 15, 2018 naming the Science Building One at SUNY 
Oneonta the “Janet R. Perna Science Building” in honor of  Janet R. 
Perna (’70) be, and hereby is, approved. 

 
Background 
 

This resolution approves the naming of the Science Building One at SUNY 
Oneonta for distinguished alumna Janet R. Perna. Built in 1964 and renovated in 2006-
08, this 78,388 square foot structure houses the departments of Biology and Earth & 
Atmospheric Sciences, and a planetarium. On March 15, 2018, the SUNY Oneonta 
College Council approved this naming by adoption of the attached resolution. This 
naming is in recognition of Ms. Perna’s $5 million gift commitment to the College at 
Oneonta Foundation, which is the largest gift ever made by a graduate of SUNY 
Oneonta. One-half of the $5 million gift will be allocated to the college’s unrestricted 
endowment, which funds many campus programs, including student research and 
creative activities, internship support, faculty development, and board designated 
scholarships. The other half will be restricted to a science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics scholarship in Ms. Perna’s name.  

 
   



Board Resolution -2- March 22, 2018 

 Ms. Perna graduated from SUNY Oneonta in 1970 with a major in Mathematics 
and Secondary Education and had a distinguished career with IBM prior to her 
retirement in 2006. Over the years, Ms. Perna has been very generous with her time, 
talent, and treasures in support of the college. She served for eight years as a member 
of the Board of Directors of the College at Oneonta Foundation until stepping down in 
2016. Along with another college foundation board member, she co-chaired the 
college’s successful “Visions-Solutions: The Campaign for Science and Technology” 
which raised over $6 million in gifts and grants to support the STEM disciplines at SUNY 
Oneonta. In addition to her $5 million gift commitment, Ms. Perna has previously made 
gifts totaling $1 million to the College at Oneonta Foundation. The naming of the 
Science Building One for Ms. Perna will add value to the identity and importance of the 
STEM disciplines, and will serve as an example of the importance of philanthropy to 
SUNY Oneonta’s campus community. 
 
 
Attachment 
  

 










