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Section 602.5 of the community college regulations ("the code") authorizes the payment of state aid for non-credit remedial courses.   It is recognized that it is an important community college mission to serve the educational needs of students who enroll in for-credit courses and programs, as well as members of the community who enroll as students in non-credit courses.  Programs that develop the basic skills necessary to function effectively in an academic program, in the workplace and in a literate society are an important function of the community college.  Non-credit remedial course aid is intended to provide support for this important function.

In accordance with section 602.5, non-credit remedial courses must meet the following criteria in order to receive state aid:

1. AUDIENCE SERVED.  Non-credit remedial courses may serve any person in need of basic skills instruction "to overcome in part or in whole any particular marked deficiency which interferes with a student's ability to pursue an educational objective effectively" (section 602.5(a)).  

2. ALLOWABLE ACTIVITIES.  Non-credit remedial courses should address deficiencies in the basic skills that are expected of persons enrolling in an academic program or functioning in the workplace or community.  According to the community college regulations section 602.5(a), allowable activity is defined as “instruction concerned with diagnosing, correcting or improving such basic skills as oral and written communications, reading, analytical concepts and general study habits and patterns…”  This is interpreted to include GED programs, math and ESL courses, as well as introductory computer courses intended to develop basic computer literacy.  Instruction must be in the form of structured courses, as the code repeatedly refers to "courses".

3. EXCLUSIONS.  

· Academic support services (open labs, tutoring, advisement, orientation) are not allowable as they are not structured courses and not remedial.  This type of support is an obligation associated with offering credit courses and is supported within the credit course aid.  Some activity, such as instruction provided by formal learning centers, may be eligible to be reported in the colleges’s for-credit AAFTE on the supplementary enrollment report (form 16) submitted to System Institutional Research.

· All avocational, recreational, and social group courses, community service and vocational courses, personal development and life skills courses, career exploration, and advanced computer courses are not basic skills remedial as defined and are not allowable

· Employer-specific/contract courses are the responsibility of the employer and are not eligible for state aid.  All aidable courses should be open to the public.

· Instruction of high school or younger students is the responsibility of BOCES and the school districts.  Instruction in academic subjects is not considered basic skills remedial as defined under this program, therefore programs for public school students are not eligible for non-credit remedial course aid.  

4. STUDENT TUITION.  Section 602.10(g) of the community college regulations provides that “Tuition payments are to be recorded for all students except citizens 60 years of age or over who are auditing courses on a space-available basis.”  This is interpreted to mean that all courses that receive state aid must charge tuition.  In addition, section 602.5(b) further states that “Fees for non-credit courses shall not exceed the tuition for credit-bearing courses having an equivalent number of credit hours.”  No minimum level of tuition is mandated.

5. SPONSOR SUPPORT.    Section 602.5(a) of the community college regulations states:  “Non-credit remedial programs operated by community colleges can be included for State aid if the sponsor contributes its share of operating costs…”  This is interpreted to mean that the college must receive adequate local support for its operating costs, not necessarily directed to specific non-credit remedial courses.  In addition, non-credit remedial courses are eligible for non-resident sponsor chargebacks.

