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STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

STATE UNIVERSITY PLAZA

ALBANY, NEWYORK 12246

(518) 443-5355
June 27, 1990

To: The Board of Trustees

From: D. BRUCE  JOHNSTONE, Chancellor
Subject: State University of New York at Stony Brook
I recommend that the Board of Trustees adopt the following resolution:

Resolved that the State University of New York Master Plan be, and hereby is, amended to authorize the State University of New York at Stony Brook to offer instruction leading to the Doctor of Philosophy degree in Linguistics in the Higher Education General Information Survey (HEGIS) discipline division of Letters;  and, be it further 
Resolved that the Chancellor be, and hereby is, authorized to transmit this amendment to the Board of Regents and the Governor for incorporation in the State University Master Plan.

Background

Approval of this resolution will permit the State University at Stony Brook to offer a program in linguistics leading to the Doctor of Philosophy degree. A Master Plan Amendment is required for each program leading to a doctoral degree.

The proposed program is designed to provide students with a firm grounding in linguistic theory, while stressing the application of current theoretical work to practical problems in areas such as language learning, language teaching, social and psychological dimensions of language, and natural language processing. The program will differ from most other Ph.D. programs in linguistics by offering opportunities for students both to engage in research in linguistic theory and to apply the results of linguistic theory to issues of societal concern. In the applied arena, the growing demand in the U.S. and abroad for instruction in English as a Second Language (ESL) has created a need for researchers and teacher-trainers who are conversant with recent advances in linguistics. Developments in the technology of speech synthesis, speech recognition, and natural language processing have created a demand in industry for employees with knowledge of the principles of linguistics (The Chronicle of Higher Education, July 1987). Graduates of this program will help to meet both these needs.

The number of positions requiring a Ph.D. in linguistics listed in the job placement catalogues of the Linguistics Society of America from the years 1982-1989 has grown from less than 40 to close to a hundred in recent years. A large proportion of these positions require expertise in an applied area. Other organizations such as Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages and the Modern Language Association have experienced similar growth in the number of positions in language departments that require a Ph.D. in linguistics. Very few highly-ranked Ph.D. programs are currently producing graduates qualified for these jobs. Stony Brook's unique combination of theoretical and applied linguistics sets its proposed program apart from the only other linguistics doctoral program in the State University system, located at the University at Buffalo, and from the others in New York State, offered at Columbia, Cornell, New York University and City University of New York, all of which focus almost exclusively on theoretical aspects of linguistics.

Projected enrollment shows 10 students in the first year of the program, 16 in the second year, and 20 in subsequent years. Two-thirds of the projected graduate students will receive external research support. No incremental state resources will be required, since the program will be funded through reallocation.

At Stony Brook, the existence of a Ph.D. program in linguistics will strengthen the M.A. program in Teaching English as a Second Language, the graduates of which are in great demand. Its existence will also permit the campus to attract and retain those better students who wish to pursue a doctorate in linguistics and who currently go elsewhere — generally outside of New York State — to do advanced work in the field. Second, the growing demand for instruction in English as a Second Language has created a need for solid research in the acquisition and teaching of second languages. As the Regents recognize in their recent statement, the formulation of language policy will continue to be a major issue in New York State. The research carried out by Stony Brook faculty and graduate students will provide strong support for such community-based projects as innovative language programs in the schools. And finally, a strong Ph.D. program in linguistics will foster interaction among the various disciplines on the Stony Brook campus which are concerned with the exciting new field of cognitive science, e.g., psychology, computer science, philosophy, anthropology and communications.

The establishment of the proposed program is fully consistent with the academic mission of the Stony Brook campus and would, moreover, further the SUNY system's goals of strengthening graduate offerings, providing excellent programs for teacher training, and encouraging research of the highest quality.
ABSTRACT
State University of New York at Stony Brook

Ph.D., Linguistics

The State University of New York is requesting approval of an amendment to its master plan to authorize SUNY Stony Brook to offer a Ph.D. program in linguistics. Master plan amendment is required for each new doctoral program.

The purpose of the proposed program is to train graduates who are highly competent both in theoretical linguistics and in an area of applied linguistics, such as language learning, language teaching, social and psychological dimensions of language, or natural language processing. According to State University, it differs from most other Ph.D. programs in linguistics by offering opportunities for students both to engage in research on linguistic theory and to apply results to issues of concern to society. The proposed doctoral program would complement existing undergraduate and graduate programs in linguistics at Stony Brook. According to the University, the program would contribute to its interdisciplinary research in cognitive science.
The proposed program would require completion of 60 credits of course work, including the 30 credits required for an M.A. in applied linguistics. The program also would require students to prepare two papers of publishable quality, one of which must be presented publicly; demonstrate knowledge of two languages other than a student’s native tongue: and present a dissertation.

Students would be admitted on the basis of faculty review of transcripts, recommendations, and Graduate Record Examination scores for evidence of promise of the ability to conduct independent research in linguistics. Stony Brook projects that enrollment would grow from ten students in the first year to 20 in the third and thereafter, all full-time. It anticipates that a sizable share of the enrollment would be female and that a number of foreign students would be attracted. It plans to recruit members of minority groups actively. Two-thirds of the students will be supported by graduate assistantships: the other third will be supported either by faculty grants or by outside funding agencies.

There would be a core linguistics faculty of seven members for the proposed program that would be supplemented by ten members of other departments, including anthropology, computer science, comparative literature, French and Italian, Hispanic language and literature, Judaic studies, philosophy, psychology, Slavic languages, and Spanish. The University has the library holdings and computer equipment needed to support the proposed program.

According to State University, the growing demand in the U.S. and abroad for English as a Second language instruction has created a need for researchers and teacher-trainers conversant with recent advances in linguistics. Developments in the technology of speech synthesis, speech recognition, and natural language processing have created a demand in industry for employees who know the principles of linguistics. It sees the proposed program as helping to meet those needs. It also sees the research conducted by the faculty and students as providing strong support for community-based projects such as innovative language programs in the schools.

According to State University, the combination of theoretical and applied linguistics in the proposed program sets it apart from the existing Ph.D. programs in linguistics in the State, which are largely theoretical.

The Department has determined that the proposed program, if approved, would meet the standards for registration set forth in the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education. 

State University of New York

State University Plaza

Albany, New York 12246

Office of the Chancellor
September 10, 1986

To:  The Board of Trustees

From: 
Clifton R. Wharton

Subject: Master Plan Amendment for State University at Buffalo

I recommend that the Board of Trustees adopt the following resolution:

Resolved that the State University of New York Master Plan be, and hereby is, amended to authorize the State University at Buffalo to offer instruction leading to the Doctor of Philosophy degree in American Studies in the Higher Education General Information Survey (HEGIS) discipline division of Social Sciences; and, be it further 
Resolved that the Chancellor be, and hereby is, authorized to transmit this amendment to the Board of Regents and the Governor for incorporation in the State University Master Plan. 
Background 

Approval of this resolution will permit the State University at Buffalo to offer a program in American Studies leading to the Doctor of Philosophy degree. A Master Plan amendment is required for each program leading to a doctoral level degree. 
The program consists of a cross-cultural interdisciplinary approach to the study of American culture and civilization examining it within a global context. Its four constituent units — United States Studies, Puerto Rican Studies, Women's Studies, and Native American Studies — have been combined to produce a systematic, integrated, and innovative doctoral program. In order to enable students to distinguish between what is specific to this culture and what is common to all modern industrial societies, and in order to understand the place of the United States and its people within the world-wide system of social, economic, political, and cultural forces, the proposed American Studies program proceeds along two interrelated paths. The first is a cross-cultural and comparative approach which examines the United States in relation to other societies and cultures, especially those of non-Western origin. The second, an intercultural-approach, analyzes mainstream American culture in relation to the perspective of minority and non-dominant groups in American society. The American Studies doctoral program emphasizes practical applications of this interdisciplinary focus through cross-cultural field work which is an integral part of the course study. 
The program received praise and encouragement from a team of outside evaluators who visited the Buffalo campus earlier this year. The site visitors commended the program's uniquely integrative course of study, its proven success over the last fifteen years at the master's level, and the appropriateness, high quality and support of the SUNY Buffalo faculty for the program. The program is expected to draw students from diverse ethnic backgrounds and produce graduates who would seek employment as teachers, curriculum advisors in minority and women's studies, educators and administrators for foreign student programs, community workers, journalists, and program officers for museums, state and local agencies. 
The proposed program would be the only one of its kind within SUNY and would join a select group of institutions nationwide which offer this degree. In the northeast, Brown University and the University of Pennsylvania offer Ph.D.’s in American Studies, but each one features a focus more narrow than that proposed by Buffalo. The Buffalo variant is unique by virtue of its diverse constituent units and its emphasis on practical application of cross-cultural knowledge. After initial phase-in, an enrollment of eight to ten students each year is anticipated. 
The proposed program will require no significant additional personnel or funding. Internal reallocation will be used to support the program. No additional faculty or professional support is required or anticipated and current library resources are excellent to support the program. 
Addition of this program is consistent with the academic mission of the State University at Buffalo. 
ABSTRACT

State University of New York at Buffalo 
Ph.D., American Studies
State University of New York has petitioned the Regents for an amendment to its master plan authorizing the establishment of a program in American studies leading to the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree. Master plan amendment is required for a doctoral program. 
The proposed program builds on existing strengths at the University. It would place the study of American culture within a worldwide framework of social, economic, political, and cultural forces through cross-cultural examination of the U.S. in relation to other societies and cultures, and through an intra-cultural approach examining mainline American culture in relation to, and from the perspective of, minority and non-dominant groups. To this end, the program integrates the work of four components —  native American studies, Puerto Rican studies, men's studies and U.S. studies — in a systematic doctoral program featuring interdisciplinary research, cross-cultural fieldwork, and practical application. The program builds on the strengths of these existing components and on the University's experience with a pioneering master's program with a similar structure. The proposed program would be the only American studies doctoral program in the SUNY system and one of a few nationwide. 
Expert consultants for the State Education Department found the proposed program unique in bringing together these diverse components, several of which they described as among the strongest in the Nation, and in offering an innovative model which American studies programs elsewhere are beginning to emulate. 
The proposed 72-credit curriculum includes two core seminars in cultural history and fieldwork methodology; a major concentration in one of the four components; a minor in one of the other components; one year of cross-cultural fieldwork; the design and teaching of a major course on American experience; a general oral examination; demonstration of proficiency in two languages; and a dissertation: Admission requirements include possession of a Bachelor of Arts degree or its equivalent, submission of Graduate Record Examination scores, a writing sample, and an autobiographically grounded statement of purpose. Preference will be given to applicants who are familiar with a second culture or have extensive field experience. Projected enrollment is 12 full-time students in the first year, rising to 20 full-time and three part-time students by the fifth year. The University anticipates that one-fourth of the students will come from Erie County, one-half from elsewhere in the State, and the remainder will be evenly divided among out-of-state and foreign students. About 20 percent each are anticipated to be black or native Americans; 25 percent each, Hispanic or white: and five percent each, Asian or nonresident alien. 
The faculty in the Department of American Studies is well qualified and sufficient in number to inaugurate the program. The program will enjoy the benefit of a major research library. Existing facilities and equipment, including computer equipment, are adequate to support the program.

According to the University, the proposed program's interdisciplinary nature and focus on minority cultures will give it national visibility, helping to redefine American studies so that the field can more adequately address the complexity of a multi-cultural and multi-racial society enmeshed in a complex of world forces. The program fits SUNY Buffalo's emphasis on "Social Adaptation to Special Populations" as part of State University's Graduate Education and Research Initiative. By attracting and graduating minority-group students, the University expects to fulfill a societal need for experts not only in academe, but also in public policy and service: arts, media, and communications and community and institutional development.  









