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To: The Board of Trustees
From: D. Bruce Johnstone 

Subject: Reaffirmation and Extension of the State University Board of Trustees' Transfer Policy

I recommend that the Board of Trustees adopt the following resolution:

Whereas this Board by Resolution 72-302 adopted November 29, 1972, established a transfer policy guaranteeing graduates with Associate in Arts (A.A.) and Associate in Science (A.S.) degrees from two-year State-operated and community colleges within State University of New York (SUNY) an opportunity to continue their education on a full-time basis at State University baccalaureate campuses and by Resolutions 80-53 and 87-114, adopted March 26, 1980 and June 24, 1987, respectively, further extended this policy to provide, among other things, that such students be accorded full junior status and credit transfer for general education courses; and

Whereas the University's transfer policy has served well SUNY's goal and mission of providing full access to the State's citizens to higher education and in order to renew and strengthen the University's commitment to the goals underlying this policy, it is desirable to reaffirm and extend the policy by making further provisions regarding its implementation; now, therefore, be it

Resolved that the principles constituting the transfer policy of State University of New York as outlines in Resolutions 72-302, 80-53, and 87-114 be, and hereby are, reaffirmed as follows:

1. New York State residents who are graduates of a State University two-year college, including the community colleges operating within the program of the University, and who possess an A.A. or A.S. degree, shall be guaranteed an opportunity to continue their education on a full-time basis at a baccalaureate campus of the University; and

2. Graduates of two-year colleges within SUNY with an A.A. or A.S. degree, when accepted in parallel programs at baccalaureate campuses of the University, shall be accorded full junior status and be given the opportunity to complete the requirements for a bachelor's degree within four additional. semesters of full-time work; and
3. Graduates of two-year colleges within SUNY, when accepted with junior status within parallel programs at baccalaureate campuses of the University, shall be granted full credit for general education courses taken and not be required to repeat successfully completed courses with similar curricular content and

4. Only those admissions requirements to institutions or to particular programs applicable to continuing and returning students shall be applied to SUNY A.A. and A.S. transfer students; and

5. These transfer students shall be accorded, as far as possible, opportunities in areas such as housing, advisement and registration comparable to those of returning and continuing students; and, be it further

Resolved that, beginning with the fall of 1991, the following additional principles shall pertain in the implementation of SUNY's transfer policy:

1. New York State residents who are graduates of a City University two-year college, and who possess an A.A. or A.S. degree, shall be guaranteed the same opportunity to continue their education on a full-time basis at a baccalaureate campus of the University as is accorded graduates from SUNY two-year colleges;

2. Baccalaureate campuses of SUNY in their enrollment planning shall give priority to A.A. and A.S. graduates of State University and City University of New York over other transfers;

3. Academic decisions on admissions for such transfer students shall be based solely on their previous collegiate record;

4. Baccalaureate campuses in making these admissions' decisions shall pay particular attention to applications from A.A. and A.S. transfer students from their region who cannot relocate to another part of the State;
5. Baccalaureate campuses and two-year colleges of SUNY are encouraged to maintain and expand their many agreements across the State and to be especially concerned for place bound students by having institutions in close geographical proximity expand articulation agreements and, where appropriate, establish joint admission agreements; and, be it further

Resolved that these policy extensions to address place bound transfer students do not diminish the expectation that SUNY baccalaureate campuses shall continue to provide access for A.A. and A.S. graduates from two-year colleges throughout the State; and, be it further

Resolved that the Board reaffirms its intention that SUNY shall continue to provide access to first-time students at both its baccalaureate campuses and its two-year colleges; and be it further

Resolved that nothing contained in these policies is intended to diminish in any way the current transfer opportunities which exist for SUNY A.A.S. degree holders; and, be it further

Resolved that the document entitled "Guidelines for the State University of New York Transfer Policy" dated September 27, 1990, (copy on file in the Office of the Secretary of the University) be, and hereby is, approved by the Chancellor, or designee, be, and hereby is, authorized to amend and supplement said guidelines from time to time, in such manner as shall be determined to be appropriate.

Background

The Board of Trustees has, long supported transfer between two- and four-year institutions and has passed no less than three transfer policies. The first, adopted on November 29, 1972, guaranteed a New York State resident graduating from a State University of New York two-year college with an A.A. or A.S. degree an opportunity to continue his or her education on a full-time basis at a baccalaureate campus.

The second policy, adopted on March 26, 1980, provided that graduates, when accepted in parallel programs at baccalaureate campuses of the University, would be afforded full junior standing and would be given the opportunity to complete the requirements for a bachelor's degree within four additional semesters of full-time work. The principal effect of this resolution was to improve integration of program majors between two-year and baccalaureate campuses.

The third, adopted on June 24, 1987, provided that A.A. and A.S. graduates be granted full credit transfer for general education courses taken and not be required to repeat successfully completed courses with similar curricular content. The resolution required that transfer students be obliged to meet only those admissions' requirements to institutions or to a particular program applicable to continuing, and returning students. Further, the resolution required that transfer students be accorded, as far as possible, opportunities in areas such as housing, advisement and registration comparable to those of continuing and returning students.

The additional proposals before the Board build upon the transfer guarantees included in the Board policies of 1972, 1980, and 1987. Their purposes are summarized as follows:

To extend the University's transfer policy to A.A. and A.S. graduates of the City University of New York;

To give priority consideration in the enrollment planning by baccalaureate campuses to graduates with A.A. and A.S. degrees from SUNY and CUNY over other transfers;

To ensure that academic decisions on admissions for such transfer students are. based solely on their previous collegiate record;

To charge baccalaureate institutions to pay particular attention to applications from A.A. and A.S. graduates from their region who may be unable to relocate to other parts of the State;

To encourage baccalaureate campuses and two-year colleges of SUNY to maintain and expand their many agreements across the State and to be especially concerned for place bound students by having Institutions in close geographical proximity expand articulation agreements and, where appropriate, establish joint admission agreements.;.

To ensure that SUNY baccalaureate campuses continue to provide access for transfer graduates throughout the state;

To reaffirm that SUNY will provide access to first-time students at both its baccalaureate and its two-year campuses;

To ensure that the current transfer opportunities which exist for SUNY A.A.S. degree holders are not diminished in any way by these policies; and
To provide guidelines for the transfer policy to ensure its effective implementation.

A copy of the "Guidelines for the State University of New York Transfer Policy" is provided as Attachment I. As a supplement to the guidelines, the Central Administration Office of Access Services will promulgate detailed implementation procedures (Attachment II).

September 27, 1990
Attachment I

Guidelines for the State University of New York Transfer Policy
1. The annual enrollment planning process administered by the Office of Institutional Research and Planning shall be used to implement the transfer policies of the Board in the following ways:

Each year SUNY two-year colleges shall estimate the number and type of associate- degrees they expect to grant and the academic programs of their anticipated graduates in order to assist SUNY baccalaureate campuses, especially those in the same region, in planning for transfer enrollments;
Each year SUNY baccalaureate campuses shall use this information in allocating a reasonable number of new student places between transfers and first-time students;

The annual enrollment plans of the baccalaureate campuses shall estimate the number of transfer places anticipated for A.A. and A..S. graduates from SUNY and CUNY; and

In the creation of enrollment plans, baccalaureate campuses shall be particularly sensitive to applications from place bound A.A. and A.S. graduates, especially into impacted academic programs with enrollment limits.

2. Campuses in close proximity are expected to continue to develop and expand the range of articulation and joint admissions agreements.

3. The Chancellor shall appoint a Transfer and Articulation Committee, com​posed of Central Administration officials and two- and four-year campus presidents. The Committee shall review the enrollment experiences of SUNY baccalaureate campuses and make recommendations to the Chancellor to ensure 'the effective implementation of the policies on transfer. These recommendations should include, if necessary, proposals for funded enrollment increases for possible inclusion in the University's budget request for the following year to ensure access for transfer and first-time students.

4. As a supplement to these guidelines, the Office of Access Services in Central Administration shall promulgate detailed implementation procedures (Attachment II) which will provide time frames which students must follow to take advantage of this policy, and the steps the campuses and Central Administration must take in carrying it out.

5. The Chancellor, or designee, shall report periodically to the Board of Trustees on implementation of these transfer policies and on the critical issue of access to baccalaureate campuses for both first-time and transfer students.

Attachment II

SUNY AA/AS Transfer Guarantee Policy Presentation Procedure
1. In order to be eligible under the AA/AS transfer guarantee, applicants must have on file in the baccalaureate campus admissions office, completed SUNY application material and a two-year college transcript representing the equivalent of at least three semesters. of completed study by ,February 15 for fall admission, and October 15 for spring admission. [NOTE: In order to meet these deadlines, applicants must submit an application to the SUNY Application Processing Center no later than February 1,for the fall term, and October 1 for the spring term.]

2. Baccalaureate campuses must report to the SUNY Application Processing Center the admissions' decisions of all WAS graduates eligible for the transfer guarantee by March l for fall semester and November -1, for spring applicants. [NOTE: The campus communication of these students would be either a letter of acceptance or a letter that would inform them of forthcoming guaranteed access to a campus within the region'.]
3. By March 15 for the fall semester and November 15 for the spring term, the Application Processing Center will identify, to the campus admission directors in the coordinating areas, the unduplicated AA/AS candidates from within those areas who were not admitted to the original baccalaureate choices.

4. Admission directors in each coordinating area will meet to determine which baccalaureate campuses will admit which AA/AS candidates from two-year colleges in their area.' Candidates must be notified by the accepting campus by April 1 for fall semester, and December 1 for spring semester.

5. Campuses must report the results of the transfer guarantee decision process to the Application Processing Center by April 15 for the fall and spring terms respectively.
6. The four coordinating areas referred to in these procedures are illustrated in Appendix A.







