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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The Provost’s Report on General Education supports an initiative designed to examine and enhance general education on all campuses of the State University of New York system. In preparation for this report, a review was undertaken of the state of college-level general education in the United States and specifically within the State University. Recommendations are presented that establish the framework for discussion and implementation of a rigorous and reformed System-wide general education program. 
Faculty and Campus Involvement 

Recommendations: 
Faculty must be engaged as full participants at all stages. 

Each campus should establish or designate a committee to review its general education curriculum. 

The Provost will form a University-wide Task Force to see that recommendations are implemented by Fall 2000. 

Extent of General Education Course Work 

Recommendations: 
General education should comprise 24-30 credits at the community colleges. 

General education should comprise 36-42 credits at the baccalaureate campuses. 

Skill and Knowledge Areas 

Recommendations: 
General education requirements on each campus should be sufficiently comprehensive to cover the following subject areas: writing, mathematics, humanities (including such subjects as history, philosophy, literature, languages), natural science, and social science. 

General education requirements should be designed to give every student exposure to each subject area. 

General education courses must cover basic knowledge in the subject area, be rigorous and effectively taught. 

Articulation and Levels of Student Preparation 

Recommendations: 
General education requirements should be designed to ensure a smooth articulation between associate and baccalaureate institutions. 

General education requirements should be designed to account for widely varying levels of preparation among first-time students. 

Delivery of General Education Instruction 

Recommendation: 
General education requirements should ensure that formats and methods of subject matter delivery are most appropriate for each subject area of the curriculum. 
Resource Support 

Recommendations: 
Each campus should devote sufficient resources to make its general education program as effective as possible. 

The System should reward institutions that move vigorously to improve the quality of general education. 

Implementation 

Recommendations: 
The Chancellor and Board of Trustees take action to make enhancement of general education a high priority. 

A University-wide Task Force is formed and charged to implement these recommendations by Fall 2000. 

The campuses are asked to establish or designate general education commit-tees to review and enhance their general education programs. 

The System Administration explores ways of providing greater financial support for a rigorous and comprehensive general education program across the University. 

The Provost’s Office continues development of an assessment initiative to measure student learning outcomes resulting from a State University education. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PROVOST 
General education represents the academic subject matter, out of the totality of available knowledge and experience, that an institution considers of basic importance to the life of an educated person. It comprises the majority of course-work in the early years of collegiate study. It is the foundation for more specialized disciplinary study in all fields. It builds intellectual skills and habits of thought that serve a college graduate well in all of his/her subsequent endeavors. For all of these reasons, general education deserves the most serious attention and sup-port from the university faculty, campus leadership and System Administration. 

As Provost of the State University of New York, it is my objective to work with the faculty and leadership of all our campuses to strengthen and enhance general education programs across the university in a consistent and systematic way. Although each of our campuses has a somewhat distinctive mission, and serves a somewhat different student body, general education represents the academic arena in which all State University institutions can and should have the most in common. While each institution may want to develop its own unique approach to general education, we have a shared interest in making all of our general education programs as rigorous and comprehensive as possible. Strengthening academic foundations across the university will not only help our students enrich their lives and succeed in their subsequent study and work, it will put the State University in the vanguard of American public higher education. 
A searching reexamination of general education within SUNY, mindful of best practices in other institutions, will help us focus our attention and resources. It will direct action at raising standards and aspirations at every institution within the 64 campus system. Further, it will clearly demonstrate our responsiveness and accountability to various constituencies including parents, the state legislature, civic groups, and the national higher education community. 

By means of this paper and actions attendant upon it, I hope to launch a process that will result in stronger, more rigorous, and more comprehensive general education programs at all State University undergraduate institutions. This paper will summarize recent research in general education and present some prototypical models. It will also develop several recommendations for enacting meaningful reform. 
However, this initiative cannot begin and end at the Provost’s Office, and it should not be done carelessly.  If we are to be successful in enhancing our general education curricula throughout the university we must do so in a way that is thoughtful, and that incorporates appropriate participation from all bodies involved in the development of academic policy within SUNY. 
SECTION I. 
OVERVIEW 

Why is General Education Important? 
Virtually every college or university in the United States – including all the units of the State University – have a general education requirement. Therefore, the issue raised in this report is not whether to institute general education requirements, but whether those already in place are adequate to the academic aspirations of the State University today, especially as the university is now embarked on an ambitious program of “rethinking” and comprehensive reform. It is useful to begin this discussion by reiterating the important benefits to be derived from a rigorous and comprehensive general education. There are three: 
General education gives students the academic foundation for successful career preparation – fostering skills necessary for intellectual growth. 

General education enables each student to function as a broadly educated person – expanding horizons of knowledge in key scientific and cultural areas. 

General education enriches society – enabling students to flourish as individual citizens and to benefit others. 

There is increasing evidence that employers value the personal and intellectual qualities provided by a strong general education as much as technically focused expertise. The United States Department of Education projects that today’s college graduate will pursue between 6 and 12 different vocations during a working lifetime. Colleges and universities cannot hope to provide the specific knowledge and training to prepare for jobs thirty years in the future. But a rigorous general education can prepare students to know how to learn and to adapt readily to rapid changes in workplace expectations. 
In addition to the functional benefits of a good general education, there are important intrinsic benefits. General education expands a person’s intellectual and cultural horizons. It provides a context within which to understand the world, a background for making judgments and for appreciating events and discussing issues. This kind of background will become more valuable as the world continues to become a smaller, more closely connected, and more interactive community. The education students receive in college equips them with an understanding of different peoples, different philosophies, and different ways of thinking and feeling. It also provides the scientific and analytical tools to make informed choices. In sum, it provides a foundational literacy needed to function successfully in the modern world. 
Beyond these benefits, a general education enriches our political system, our society and our culture. The modern American university can be one of the most effective institutions available to support the nation’s ideals of free inquiry and democratic access to prosperity and power. Sustenance of the United States’ traditions of participatory government and social inclusiveness depends on a well educated citizenry. At the same time, our graduating students will only be able to understand – and take a meaningful part in – their society’s political, social, economic and cultural heritage if they have been educated as to its origins and historical development, and the global context in which it evolved. 
Defining General Education 
In the introduction to their Handbook of the Undergraduate Curriculum Jossey-Bass (1996), authors Jerry Gaff, James Ratcliff, and associates identify one of the key issues in the curricular development of general education: 
Stripped to its essentials, [our thesis] is this: the history of the undergraduate curriculum is marked by the growth of specialization and proliferation of programs and courses, and while this specialization has generated a vast richness of scholarship, it has often led to disconnected bits of information, fragmentation of the learning experience of students, and disintegration of the academic community. 
What this suggests is that the purpose of undergraduate general education reform should be to offer students a coherent and broadly comprehensive academic foundation to prepare them for the curricular variety and specialization of their later undergraduate years. Ideally, general education should not only expose students to common areas of knowledge and skills that pertain to all educated persons, but it should furnish the essential academic preparation for them to succeed in the disciplinary majors and professional fields in which they elect to specialize. 
General education, liberal education, a core curriculum – the object of this review goes under a variety of names and has been defined in various ways. But, whatever the name or definition, there is broad agreement on the characteristics of that part of the undergraduate curriculum offered to, or required of, all students apart from the courses aimed at focused preparation for a career. 
John Buchan, writing in the Harvard Alumni Bulletin in 1938, expresses the view that a liberal education worthy of the name equips one to adapt to the unpredictable:
We live in a distressed and chaotic world whose future no man can predict, a world where the foundations seem to be cracking and where that compromise which we have christened civilization is in grave peril. What must be the attitude of those like ourselves in this critical time, those who have behind them a liberal education? For if that education gives us no guidance in such a crisis it cannot be much of a thing at all. 
A complementary perspective is offered by Howard Lee Nostrand, The Mission of the University, (Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner (1946)) in the following definition of general education: 
General education means the whole development of an individual, apart from his occupational training. It includes the civilizing of his life purposes, the refining of his emotional reactions, and the maturing of his understanding about the nature of things according to the best knowledge of our time. 
The Middle States Association in Framework for Outcomes Assessment, (1996), 

offers a more descriptive characterization of the various components of a general 

education: 
The goal of general education is to develop the broad abilities, intellectual and other skills, ideas, and values that shape a student’s capacity to address problems across varied academic fields, including the arts and literature, history, the social and natural sciences, and mathematics. 
Among the important abilities underlying the transfer of knowledge are, for example: the ability to think critically; the ability to develop problem solving strategies; effective writing and oral communication; technological competence, especially with library and other information management resources; familiarity with mathematics and quantitative analysis; and a range of attitudes and dispositions associated with human values and responsible judgment. 
The statements of Nostrand and Buchan offer a somewhat poetic vision of the value of a liberal education. The Middle States report constitutes a more prosaic attempt to specify skills and knowledge characteristic of an educated adult. All three share the belief that it is possible to identify and design an educational experience that is of essential value to each individual as a person. The wide-spread acceptance of this view is supported by Jerry Gaff, vice president of the Association of American Colleges and Universities, who has placed the discussion of the general education curriculum on a sound empirical footing. Gaff establishes that the fact there is widespread agreement on how the ideals of liberal learning are presented. He found that the typical general education curriculum: 

Is rooted in the liberal arts and sciences 

Stresses breadth of knowledge, languages, and methodologies 

Strives for integration, synthesis, and cohesion of learning 

Encourages appreciation of one’s heritage and of other cultures 

Examines values and controversial issues 

Prizes a common educational experience for all students 

Expects mastery of linguistic, analytic, and computational skills 

Fosters personal development and an expanded view of self 

SECTION II.  
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 

In preparation for this report, a comprehensive review of the status of college-level general education in the United States was undertaken. This review includes empirical studies prepared by a professional association, faculty groups, and the Provost’s Office; blueprints for revised general education programs at specific academic institutions; position papers or other publications advocating a particular approach to general education; and more generalized guides to curricular reform offered by national organizations. 
Empirical studies: 

Jerry Gaff, New Life for the College Curriculum: Assessing Achievements and Furthering Progress in the Reform of General Education. (1991). Gaff’s study provides an objective description of the form and content of general education curricula based on an examination of 20% of the four-year colleges in the United States. He identifies common structures and ways of delivering general education. 

The National Association of Scholars The Dissolution of General Education 1914-1993. (1996). This work assesses changes in the core curriculum over three-quarters of a century and points to the lessening of requirements and the lowering of standards in the common college curriculum. 

The Final Report of the State University of New York University Faculty Senate and Faculty Council of Community Colleges Joint Task Force on General Education. 

(1997). This study of SUNY general education programs identifies skills and domains of knowledge and inquiry common across the SUNY System. The Report presents four recommendations for dealing with general education reform with SUNY. It also demonstrates that campuses have different methods of presenting these requirements. 

The Provost’s 1998 survey and analysis of SUNY general education practices. This survey of the general education practices and requirements is still incomplete, yet campus response is sufficient to draw broad conclusions about the state of general education within the State University. 

College and University studies: 

Harvard University, Report on the Core Curriculum. (1978). This study resulted in Harvard’s reassessment of its general education curriculum. The earlier very broad distribution requirements in which literally thousands of courses could satisfy general education requirements were reduced to a limited distribution system with a much tighter roster of courses. 


Columbia College, Report of the Commission on the Core Curriculum. (1998). Columbia’s core curriculum consists primarily of specific required courses with only the sciences and world cultures having a list of approved courses among which to choose. It provides a model, like Brooklyn College’s, of a standard set of courses required of all students. 

Pennsylvania State University. Report of the Special Committee on General Education, (1996). This report provides a review of the general education literature by a special committee to study best practices in general education. The study attempted to identify what worked best in presenting general education. Key among the findings is that there is no clear consensus nationally about which colleges and universities are “best practice” sites for general education and that even among programs that are relatively prominent, there are few specific common traits. 

The University of Minnesota, The Minnesota Transfer Curriculum. (1998) This document addresses the challenge of developing a general education program across a system. It attempts to balance the needs of a college to develop a general education curriculum according to its mission and student population and at the same time to provide the best articulation for students transferring within the system. 

The Final Report of the State University of New York University Faculty Senate and Faculty Council of Community Colleges Joint Task Force on General Education. (1998). This survey of SUNY college and university general education pro-grams provides valuable information on the similarities and differences of general education within the System. 

Books and Position papers: 

Allan Bloom, The Closing of the American Mind: How Higher Education Has Failed Democracy and Impoverished the Souls of Today’s Students. (1987). Bloom’s position is that in an effort to present an understanding of other cultures, American higher education has treated all cultures as value neutral. He maintains that Western civilization is better and more important and that it should be so presented in the ways it is taught. 

Lynn Cheney, 50 Hours: A Core Curriculum for College Students. (1989). Cheney, writing for the National Endowment for the Humanities, puts forth a core curriculum heavily weighted toward cultures and civilizations (six courses) and foreign language (four courses). The areas of mathematics (two courses), science (two courses), and social sciences (two courses) are similar to the “typical” curriculum identified by Gaff. 

E. D. Hirsch, Cultural Literacy. (Houghton Mifflin, 1987). Hirsch maintains that we have lost a common vocabulary – that there should be a standard corpus of shared terms and an understanding of their referents throughout our nation. Although he is writing about the lack of this shared knowledge at the high school graduate level, Hirsch is often cited in discussions on collegiate general education. 

Guides to improving the general education curriculum: 

The Association of American Colleges, Integrity in the College Curriculum. (1985). This guide provides general suggestions on the process and concerns to be considered when an institution undertakes curricular reform. 

The Association of American Colleges and Universities. Strong Foundations: Twelve Principles for Effective General Education Programs. (1994). In addition to the twelve principles to guide general education reform indicated in the title, this work presents summary information from surveys of institutions that have conducted general education reform. Several benefits in institutional effectiveness and faculty and student morale provide strong rationale for the enterprise. 

The Association of American Colleges, A New Vitality in General Education. (1988). Additional suggestions and guidelines for institutions embarking on curricular reform.  

The American Association for the Advancement of Science, The Liberal Art of Science: Agenda for Action. (1990). This group of science educators calls for a minimum of four semesters in laboratory based science education for all baccalaureate college students.

A United States Department of Education workshop presentation by Jacqueline Woods on effective practices in general education reform (September 15, 1998). Ms. Woods’ presentation highlighted successes and pitfalls of collegiate general education reform from the perspective of the Department of Education. 

Dozens of individual college and university general education programs were studied, as well. 
SECTION III. 
PRINCIPLES OF GENERAL EDUCATION REFORM 
Although the foregoing literature represents a diversity of viewpoints and institutions, certain concerns and themes dominate the discussion. Moreover, in reviewing and analyzing these common elements, we believe they suggest a number of principles from which to proceed in considering the reform of general education at the State University of New York. These principles involve issues of both process and curricular content, and can be discerned in most current proposals for general education reform nationwide. 
The faculty must have an active and substantial voice in the design of an effective general education curriculum. The faculty at every higher education institution, including the State University, are quick to point out that authority over the curriculum – in terms of both content and requirements – is among the most fundamental of their professional prerogatives. Although the extent to which this claim can be legally substantiated is debatable – New York State education law specifically ascribes responsibility for the State University curriculum to the university’s Board of Trustees – it is foolhardy to attempt significant general education reform without the full involvement and support of the faculty.  
Most significantly, no curricular reform initiative will be effective without strong faculty cooperation because it is the faculty that must implement it. No external authority can micromanage how course rubrics, titles and con-tent are interpreted by departments and instructors, and it is individual faculty members who stand before students in the classroom every day. Meaningful general education reform must get beyond nomenclature and involve agreement on desired curricular and learning  outcomes. Active faculty involvement is one of the most prevalent themes in general education reform literature. (Woods, Gaff, 1983, 1991, American Association of Colleges and Universities, Twelve Principles). 
General education reform should clearly focus on the academic skills and subject areas to be learned. Debate on general education, whether taking place on a campus or initiated by external bodies, frequently centers on the specific topical rubrics (e.g. mathematics, science, Western civilization, diversity etc.) to be included. The “good news” emerging from the review of general education programs being offered at the State University and institutions elsewhere, as well as the curricular content of a wide variety of reform proposals, is that there is actually widespread agreement on key subject areas. The content of virtually all general education programs substantially conforms to Gaff’s typology of writing, mathematics, humanities, natural science, social science and often includes the fine arts. Apparent subject area disagreements center primarily on two issues: 1) Nomenclature – Institutions vary widely in the course names they use to identify subject matter, and 2) Grouping of subject matter – Institutions differ idiosyncratically in the way discrete subjects are grouped under thematic, multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary rubrics. Furthermore, such rubrics are often designed to link subject matter to target values, issues, and points of view. 
The recommendations of the Final Report of the State University of New York University Faculty Senate and Faculty Council of Community Colleges Joint Task Force on General Education (1998) are a case in point. The four areas in skills and competencies and the seven areas in knowledge and inquiry domains are named differently but conform to more standard categorizations. For example, “To develop in students the ability to write and speak English effectively as well as to read and listen critically” is generally termed “Writing.” Similarly, “To develop in students basic knowledge about and the ability to use quantitative data and processes to help them with decisions in their lives and careers,” is generally termed “Math.” This means that efforts at general education should focus on subject areas to be covered rather than on course names or themes. Additionally, it suggests that those engaged in revising a general education program must pay particular attention to specific course content and syllabi. 
General education reform should minimize the possibility of significant gaps in a student’s general education. Once an institution has clearly delineated the scope and subject area content of its general education program and defined the curricular objectives of courses in each subject area, it must make sure that every student is exposed to the full range of subjects. Gaps occur if required subject areas can be skipped, if some majors or professional fields require a less rigorous general education curriculum than others, or if students can sidestep critical components of the general education program in their election of courses. One of the most pervasive themes in the current critiques of general education practices is the ubiquity of gaps in students’ general education experience. This is ascribed to the looseness with which general education requirements are administered, and the ease with which students can escape rigorous general education subjects. The primary reason why so many students can graduate with a deficient general education (even in terms of an institution’s own standards) is the extensive reliance of many institutions (including most State University campuses) on broad distribution requirements. (National Association of Scholars, Columbia College Report, Lynn Cheney, 50 Hours, American Association for the Advancement of Science’s The Liberal Art of Science: Agenda for Action, E.D. Hirsch, Cultural Literacy, Provost’s Survey) 
The format of general education delivery must be suited to the discipline as well as to the broader curricular goals. The design of general education course formats is one of the most important aspects of a successful general education program. Skills and knowledge topics can be covered in subject specific courses, in courses organized around themes or larger subject area rubrics, in courses across the curriculum, or in a variety of issue-oriented formats. The choice of format will vary by subject area and should be chosen to facilitate the most effective learning. The Provost’s survey of general education shows that State University campuses rely very heavily on broad distribution requirements for most general education subject areas. As noted, there are reasons to be concerned about the coverage and the effectiveness of this format. Over time, general education distribution lists tend to grow. Departments add courses eligible for general education credit to increase enrollment with the result that broad distribution lists often include marginally appropriate courses. (American Association of Colleges and Universities, Twelve Principles, Department of Education, Woods, American Association for the Advancement of Science’s The Liberal Art of Science: Agenda for Action, The Association of American Colleges,’ A New Vitality in General Education) 
The General Education curriculum adopted should conform to the particular strengths, characteristics and missions of the campus. 

Campuses with a strong technical orientation may wish to develop general education curricula in mathematics and science. Campuses with a liberal arts orientation may wish to develop general education curricula with a bias toward courses in the humanities and arts. Community colleges have the dual mission of preparing some students for immediate employment and preparing others for transfer to baccalaureate institutions. This may result in general education requirements that vary to suit differing student aspirations. At a minimum, community college students planning to continue at baccalaureate institutions must have a general education foundation that permits them to articulate without penalty or later academic difficulty. All institutions must also deal with varying levels of incoming student preparation. Weaker students must be brought up to standards at the same time that stronger students must be challenged. (American Association of Colleges and Universities, Twelve Principles, Gaff, 1983, 1991, Penn State Committee Report, University of Minnesota Transfer Curriculum) 
General Education reform must receive appropriate resource support if it is to be effective. Given the large number of undergraduates taking general education courses, and the high cost of offering upper division courses in major and professional subjects, there is often an understandable institutional tendency to stint on general education. Campuses attempt to make general education courses less expensive by offering them in large sections, and to have them taught by junior and part-time faculty. In many cases these savings are gained at the expense of effectiveness of instruction and the quality of student learning. It can be argued that a greater investment in quality general education instruction early on will pay large dividends later in student retention and preparedness for upper division coursework. (Faculty Senate/Faculty Council Final Report, Woods, American Association of Colleges and Universities, Twelve Principles, Association of American Colleges’ Integrity in the College Curriculum) 
A credible, ongoing assessment program is needed to determine the effectiveness of general education. While external agencies and constituencies generate significant assessment efforts in specialized curricular areas, there is no comparable external oversight of general education. Nevertheless, there is widespread agreement among proponents of general education reform that learning outcomes must be assessed to assure that general education objectives are being fulfilled. (Faculty Senate/Faculty Council Final Report, Woods, American Association of Colleges and Universities, Twelve Principles, Association of American Colleges,’ Integrity in the College Curriculum) 
SECTION IV. 
STRENGTHENING GENERAL EDUCATION AT THE STATE UNIVERSITY 

The principles and themes identified above and the Provost’s Survey suggest a framework for implementing comprehensive and meaningful reform of general education at the State University. The following sets of recommendations are offered as a reasonable basis to effect this change. 

Faculty and Campus Involvement 

Recommendations: 
Faculty must be engaged as full participants at all stages of the effort to reconsider and reform general education at SUNY.  

Ideally, each campus should establish or designate a committee to review its general education curriculum and to address the concerns raised below. 

A University-wide Advisory Task Force should be established to see that recommendations are implemented by Fall 2000. 
As indicated above, not only do academic governance structures and traditions at most institutions entrust development of the curriculum to the faculty, any successful reform depends on an engaged and supportive faculty for its implementation. Ideally this engagement and support will take place in a structured process. Our review of general education practices at the State University reveals that not all of our institutions have committees specifically responsible for the ongoing development and monitoring of general education (as apart from curricular matters generally). We believe it would be desirable for each campus to form or designate a committee (perhaps with disciplinary subcommittees) charged with reviewing and revising its general education program. 

At the same time, it goes without saying, all curricular reform must have the authorization and support of campus leaders and academic vice presidents. It is their responsibility to implement any curricular change, to assure that it meets high academic standards, and that it is backed with sufficient resources. 

Extent of General Education Course Work 

Recommendations: 
General education should comprise 24-30 credits at community colleges, and 36-42 credits at baccalaureate campuses. 

Community colleges can enhance their general education programs by instituting a general education honors program in addition to their regular general education requirements. 

In order to ensure consistency in academic standards, and to ease articulation among State University institutions, it is desirable to establish system-wide standards for the amount of general education course work. The standards proposed are consistent with current practices at the State University, as indicated in the Provost’s Survey, as well as practices in the rest of the nation. 

Skill and Knowledge Areas 

Recommendations: 
General education requirements on each campus should be sufficiently comprehensive to cover at least the following subject areas: writing, mathematics, humanities (including such subjects as history, philosophy, literature, languages), natural science, and social science. 

General education requirements should be designed to give every student exposure to each subject area prior to graduation. 

The required courses within each category should be carefully selected to provide both rigor and appropriate coverage of basic knowledge, and they must be effectively taught. 

As indicated earlier, higher education institutions vary somewhat in the skill and knowledge areas they identify as essential to a general education program and in the ways they deliver them. However, when differences in nomenclature and the grouping of subject matter are accounted for, we find a substantial level of agreement as to areas of study deemed essential in general education. Although the Faculty Senate/Faculty Council Report identifies its prescribed domains of knowledge with somewhat idiosyncratic characterizations, these domains substantially cover the proposed subject areas. We recommend, however, greater emphasis on historical perspective and on mathematics and science as the basis for all forms of rigorous inquiry and learning. As important as the identification of subject areas, State University institutions must assure that requirements are designed and offered in such a way as to assure that all graduating students have completed a comprehensive and rigorous general education program. 
Articulation and Levels of Student Preparation 

Recommendations: 
General education requirements should be designed to ensure a smooth articulation between associate and baccalaureate institutions. 

General education requirements should be designed to account for widely varying levels of preparation among first-time students. 

As many as half the graduates of State University community colleges go on to continue their education at baccalaureate institutions (many of them within SUNY). This raises two issues with respect to general education. Community college students intending to earn baccalaureate degrees must complete a general education program comprehensive and rigorous enough to permit seamless transfer to a baccalaureate institution. Baccalaureate institutions must have an articulation policy that recognizes community college general education course-work. Both of these objectives can only be achieved with consistent SUNY-wide general education standards. 

Another key factor to be considered is that students enter the State University with widely varying backgrounds. Each institution must contend with their incoming students’ differing degrees of secondary school preparation as well as their differing levels of academic ability. A well-designed general education must intellectually challenge both the more and less well-prepared students without settling for the lowest common denominator of academic achievement. One approach might be to set fairly high target levels of subject area mastery for which well-prepared students can be granted credit without taking additional courses. Another might be to develop general education curricula in several tiers of difficulty so that well-prepared students could move on to more challenging courses if their mastery exceeded the minimum general education requirements. 
Delivery of General Education Instruction 

Recommendation: 
General education requirements should ensure that formats and methods of subject matter delivery are most appropriate for each subject area of the curriculum. 
While the review of general education practices nationally indicates that effective general education instruction can be delivered through a variety of formats, there is clear concern about the over reliance on broadly defined distribution requirements. The appendices to this report include several interesting general education models at other institutions chosen to demonstrate the variety and scope of effective formats available and in use. The range includes a tightly prescribed core of survey courses that all students must take, limited distribution models, courses organized in tiers of difficulty, honors programs and senior-level capstone courses. It is evident from these models that there are a number of alternative ways of covering general education content, as long as rigor is maintained. Also, it is apparent that the for-mat must be tailored to the subject matter. For example, a limited distribution may work well for the sciences, but survey courses may be most appropriate for the humanities and some of the social sciences. It is in the humanities and social science subject areas that thematic rubrics are attractive to unify material and to capture student interest. Given the diversity of State University institutions, as well as the varying interests of faculty and students, it is desirable to have a balance between survey and topically specific approaches. However, a key element in the reform of general education should be the scaling back of the broad distribution approach. 
Resource Support 

Recommendations: 
Campuses should allocate sufficient instructional resources to enhance the quality and effectiveness of their general education programs. This may require smaller class sizes, greater assignment of senior faculty and creating incentives for faculty to devote more effort to general education instruction. 

The System should examine ways to increase funding for general education and reward institutions that move vigorously to improve its quality. 

One common element in all examples of successful general education reform is the commitment of necessary resources to effect the change. Reform within the State University will require the infusion of new resources, but it will also require the reallocation of existing campus resources. For if general education is to be considered an important foundation to a baccalaureate degree, it must be well funded. Colleges must resist the temptation to underfund lower level courses. Efforts must be made to provide the resources to ensure small classes taught by full-time faculty. 
Implementation 

This report’s analysis of general education practices across the nation and at the State University, and the recommendations following from this analysis, are offered as a first step in developing a more comprehensive and rigorous general education curriculum at all of our institutions. As we take the next steps in such a program of reform, we must ensure that it is credible by national standards of undergraduate education, that it is fully supported by the Board of Trustees, the faculty and campus administrators, and that it is responsibly implemented with respect to campus resources and administrative capabilities. What follows are proposed implementation measures drawn from the above analysis and recommendations. 
The Chancellor and Board of Trustees shall take action to make enhancement of general education a high priority. 

The Provost shall form a University-wide Advisory Task Force, comprised of scholars and academic leaders from across the system, to see that the recommendations contained in this report are implemented by Fall 2000. 

Each campus should be encouraged to establish or designate a committee to review its general education curriculum and to make recommendations that would satisfy concerns regarding comprehensiveness and rigor, while being appropriate to its institutional profile. Campuses may wish to establish sub-groups along disciplinary lines. 

The Provost working with the Chancellor, Executive Vice Chancellor and the Vice Chancellor for Finance and Business can explore ways of providing greater financial support for a rigorous and comprehensive general education program across the University. 

The Provost’s Office continues development of assessment initiative to measure student learning outcomes resulting from a State University education. This initiative will be coordinated with general education reform to monitor effectiveness and show progress. 

APPENDIX I. GENERAL EDUCATION STUDIES AND MODELS 
Association of American Colleges and Universities (1991)  
Pennsylvania State University (1996) 
U.S Department of Education (1998) 
Brooklyn College 
Washington State University 
Harvard University 
California State University at Fresno 
Kentucky General Education Agreement 
Columbia College 

University of Oklahoma 
National Endowment for the Humanities-50 Hours (1989) 
SUNY’s Core Curricula New York Association of Scholars & Empire Foundation (1996) 
STUDIES OF GENERAL EDUCATION 
Study of the Association of American Colleges and Universities 
In 1991, Jerry Gaff, Association of American Colleges and Universities, conduct-ed a study of 305 colleges and universities undergoing general education reform. The study sample represented 20% of all four-year colleges in the United States. The study identified a tighter curriculum structure as a trend in general education. The power of Gaff’s research is in its empiricism. Gaff is objective and comprehensive in his reporting. Others publishing on the topic of general education or a core curriculum, like Allan Bloom and E.D. Hirsch, tend to advance general education plans based on subjective opinions. 

PROFILE OF A “TYPICAL” GENERAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM According to Gaff’s study, the profile of a “typical” general education curriculum includes the following: 

Two courses in writing 

One course in mathematics 

Four courses in the humanities 

One course in the fine arts 

Two courses in natural science (four-credit with a laboratory) 

Three courses in social science 

73% have advanced or upper division courses 

67% utilize interdisciplinary core courses 

56% offer courses using original sources 

A little over half operate a freshman seminar  (61% require it). 

A little under half have a senior seminar or project (55% require it). 

Colleges often teach the topic in several courses across the curricula. 

93% report some kind of writing across the curriculum 

71% cited critical thinking 

50% noted computer literacy 

63% global studies 

58% cultural pluralism 

57% ethics and values 

53% gender issues 

1996 Pennsylvania State University Study: “Best Practices” 

Pennsylvania State University, in 1996, created a special committee to study general education “best practices” as part of its general education reform. The extensive study of the literature on general education concluded the following: 

There is no clear consensus nationally about which colleges and universities are “best practice” sites for general education. Agreement is especially lacking for research and doctoral institutions. 

Even among programs that are relatively prominent, there are few specific common traits. Not all have a “core;” not all have a distribution requirement; not all have a “general college.” 
The Penn State study notes that though specific structures may vary, some general features are important: 

General education is idiosyncratic, tailored to particular institutions and their needs. 

Good general education is associated with a culture that values high expectations, recognizes diverse talents and learning styles and emphasizes early engagement. 

Good general education promotes coherence and wholeness, interdisciplinarity and continuity, integration and synthesis (of instruction, practice and experience). 

It encourages active learning and collaboration and a commitment to inquiry beyond the curriculum. 

Finally, good general education builds dynamic assessment and improvement into curricular processes. 
The Penn State Special Committee on General Education presented several recommendations for improvement of the general education program: 

Establish a first-year seminar experience for incoming, first-year students, provided by each of the colleges and campuses as part of the general education program. 

Improve the diagnostic instruments and measures used in the placement of entering students in skills courses and reduce the incidence of students taking courses with content that they have already mastered by encouraging placing out or exemption when proficiency has been attained and/or demonstrated. 

Identify the specific competencies and levels of proficiencies expected for, and constituting college-level mastery in, each of the skill areas (writing, speaking and quantification); identify the subsets of these competencies that are relevant for students intending on entering majors within each of the broad disciplinary categories (natural or applied sciences, business, social sciences, humanities, arts, communications, etc.); where needed, revise or develop new courses that will emphasize and help achieve these learning outcomes. 

Integrate key competencies for active learning (writing, speaking, quantitative reasoning, information retrieval and computer literacy, problem solving and critical thinking, collaboration and teamwork, intercultural and international competence), as appropriate, in all general education courses in the domain-knowledge areas (health sciences, sciences, arts, humanities, social and behavioral sciences). 

SUMMARY 
The primary objectives on which the Committee’s recommendations for change are founded are summarized as follows: 
To foster an understanding and appreciation of the importance of general education within the larger context of a student’s undergraduate experience. 

To recognize the differences in incoming students’ talents and needs in terms of skills development and enhance the emphasis given to appropriate mastery of those competencies and to their application in subsequent learning. 

To encourage a curricular approval process that is more flexible and less bureaucratic, offers opportunity for interpretation and experimentation, stimulates integration and collaboration and preserves portability of courses and mobility among the disciplines. 

To reformulate the general education and related requirements, as deemed appropriate, to meet carefully targeted academic goals. 

To institutionalize a process for formative assessment that is based on measurable outcomes and informs continuous curricular improvement. 

Clearly, a number of alternative strategies exist for accomplishing these goals, individually and collectively. The recommendations offered by the Committee are simply our best effort at selecting from the available or known options to put together a plan that is responsible and affordable and, we hope, will represent a significant improvement in the general education of our students. 
U.S. Department of Education 
Jacqueline Woods, U.S. Department of Education, in a recent presentation identified the following five factors essential to developing a general education model: 

General education must be institutionally defined and designed for all learners. It cannot be successfully imposed from without the institution. It is the responsibility and purview of the faculty to determine curricula according to the mission and the unique character of the institution. 

All faculty are essential to the development and implementation of the general education model. Discussion of the general education requirements and development of the curriculum must engage all disciplinary groups. 

General education must be vertically integrated and organized. In order for smooth movement to occur through the upper level general education courses, there must be the same effort to insure basic building blocks of general education which support higher level study. 

Student goals and outcomes must be clearly, precisely identified. Both students and faculty must understand general education goals and outcomes. There must be an explicit logic to the design of the program which can be stated and measured. Students must understand the reasons for the general education requirements and how each course requirement contributes to the whole of a baccalaureate degree. 

A comprehensive assessment plan is needed to document and profile general education competency. Institutions must be able to identify for themselves how well they are doing in meeting their self-defined goals. They must be able to evaluate areas of strength and areas in need of improvement, and they must be able to direct resources to bolster necessary reforms. 

Although these three strands of empirical research suggest the necessity of individual institutional definition and design, there are useful models that we can study in improving general education across SUNY. Consideration of these models, however, must be tempered with the understanding that SUNY enjoys a diversity and richness similar to that described in the following statement: 
Another historical condition that defines the nature of American higher education is the vastness of the enterprise, its great diversity – old private universities, small liberal arts colleges, huge multi-campus state universities, community colleges, one-time teachers’ colleges become state colleges, secular institutions and denominational institution – over three thousand of them, every one a center of action and responsibility, every one in its own way defining the American Experience in higher education. 
Models of General Education 
Gaff’s study notes that increasingly, colleges are deciding on the qualities they think educated students should possess, and they are designing more purposeful curricula to achieve those goals. Several different mechanisms reflect this movement. In practice, most new curricula use some combination of different mechanisms. The following models exemplify three different ways of approaching general education curricula: 

Brooklyn College 

Brooklyn College employs a strict core curriculum model. Ten courses are required of all students:

Classical Origins of Western Culture 

Introduction to Art and Introduction to Music 

People, Power, and Politics 

The Shaping of the Modern World 

Introduction to Mathematical Reasoning and Computer Programming 

Landmarks of Literature 

Science in Modern Life I: Chemistry and Physics 

Science in Modern Life II: Biology and Geology 

Studies in African, Asian, and Latin American Cultures 

Knowledge, Existence, and Values 

Washington State University 
This model is a general education program organized vertically, allowing sequential study in depth from the freshman year to the junior or senior year. Distribution requirements in the Arts and Humanities, Social Sciences, and Sciences, etc., are organized in three tiers, indicating in broad terms the academic level of the courses and the order in which they should be taken. 
Tier I B is designed for entering freshmen and addresses the essential knowledge and skills needed for success in the rest of the undergraduate curriculum. (15 credit hours) 

World Civilizations - two courses 
Written Communication 
Mathematics Proficiency 
Sciences

Tier II - typically introductions to the scholarly disciplines constituting the bulk of the distribution requirements in several academic areas: Arts and Humanities, Social Sciences, Intercultural Studies, Biological and Physical Sciences, and Communication Proficiency. (22 semester hours) 

Communication Proficiency 
Arts and Humanities 
Social Sciences 
Arts and Humanities/Social Sciences (total of nine hours, a minimum of three in either) 
Intercultural Sciences (three hours Biological, three hours Physical plus one additional hour for three clock-hours per week of laboratory) 

Tier III – the final component of sequential study in general education, the capstone course. Tier III courses are 400-level and have as a general prerequisite-site 60 hours of course work. Capstone courses for general education credit may not be taken within a student’s own major. 
Harvard University 
In 1978, Harvard University adopted a set of graduation requirements that were expected to foster “the knowledge, skill, and habits of thought that are of general lasting intellectual significance.” Ten semester courses in five substantive areas are required. Approximately 150 specifically-targeted courses constitute the general education curriculum, down from the roughly 2,500 courses among which students previously could select. 

Literature and the Arts – three courses 
· literature 
· fine arts or music 
· the contexts of culture 

History – two courses 
· some aspect of the modern world 
· the historical process and perspective 

Social and Philosophical Analysis – two courses 
· social analysis 
· moral and political philosophy 

Science and Mathematics – two courses 
· physical science and mathematics 
· biological and behavioral science 

Foreign Cultures – one course 
· Western Europe or a major non-Western culture 

In addition, proficiency is required in writing, mathematics, and a foreign language. 
California State University at Fresno 
Developed by both faculty and students, the university’s General Education Program is an introduction to the breadth and depth of the dynamics of human experience. It provides students with a foundation in the liberal arts and sciences and prepares them for specialized study in a particular discipline or program. The overall objective of general education is to create a context wherein basic skills are developed and strengthened, scholarship and disciplined thinking emerge, awareness and reflection occur, and ultimately the integration of knowledge begins. 
CORE, BREADTH, AND CAPSTONE 
The General Education Program is an integrated curriculum of courses organized into three phases: 
Core, the basic foundation of one’s university education, consists of courses in fundamental skills and knowledge. 

Breadth exposes students to a variety of disciplines within a structured frame-work that develops knowledge and skills representative of all areas of human endeavor. 

Capstone concludes the General Education Program by providing an inter-disciplinary experience at the upper division level in which the skills and knowledge developed in CORE and BREADTH are integrated, bringing their interrelationships into focus. 

REQUIREMENTS 
The General Education Program requires students to complete a minimum of 51 semester units. This includes 18 units minimum in CORE, 27 units minimum in BREADTH, and 9 upper division units minimum, of which 6 units are in CAPSTONE. The 9 upper division units can be taken only after completing 56 units of coursework. Also, 9 units must be taken in residence at California State University, Fresno. Because the goal of general education is to provide a solid foundation with a broad scope and the goal of the major is to provide depth in a specific discipline or program, the following stipulations apply: 

A core course also may be applied to a student’s major requirement unless the department specifically prohibits it. 

A maximum of two general education courses from one department or pro-gram may be applied to satisfy breadth requirements. (However, a department or program may prohibit any general education breadth course from simultaneously satisfying its own departmental or programmatic requirements.) 

Courses used to satisfy capstone may not be used to satisfy requirements for the major. 

Kentucky General Education Agreement 
The Kentucky General Education Agreement was established to assist students as they transfer from one public institution to another through the acceptance of common general education requirements. These requirements have been defined as a 48-hour general education program which includes five categories encompassing a 33-hour Core Component. Students may transfer as Category Certified, having completed some but not all of the five categories; Core Certified, having completed the 33-hour Core Component; or Fully Certified, having completed the 48-hour general education program at the institution from which they are transferring. The sending institution is responsible for certifying which categories have been completed by the student. The receiving institution has agreed to accept the corresponding general education credits as meeting their institution-wide lower division general education requirements. This policy becomes effective Spring 1996. 

COURSE DESIGNATIONS BY CATEGORY AND DISCIPLINE 
The 33-hour Core Component is comprised of five categories. Courses have been coded to fulfill a discipline within a specific category. These categories, hours required in each category, and their disciplines are identified in the following table: 

COURSES FULFILLING GENERAL EDUCATION AREAS BY INSTITUTION The 
Kentucky system provides a list indicating, by institution, the courses used to fulfill the General Education areas. Those courses which have been coded as Gen Ed are general education courses which do not fit in an established category; generally, these courses fulfill the additional 15 hour difference between the 33-hour “core” and the 48-hour lower division general education requirement for each institution. At the University of Kentucky, those courses coded as “gen ed” fulfill the cross disciplinary, foreign language or inference requirement which have not been included in the 33-hour core. Also included is the University of Kentucky equivalency. Note: If the word “group” appears as the equivalency, that indicates the equivalency is a group of one or more courses. 
	Gen Ed Category
	Hours Required
	Discipline
	Courses

	Communications 
	9 
	Oral Communications – 3 hours Written Communications – 6 hours 
	

	Humanities 
	6 
	Cross Cultural Humanities History Inter/Multidisciplinary 
	Courses in this category may be chosen from, but not limited to: Fine Arts (excl. studio and performance), Philosophy, History, Literature, Cross Cultural, Foreign Language (same language), or Inter/Multidisciplinary (e.g., courses which include history, art, etc.) 

	Mathematics 
	3 
	Mathematics 
	Minimum of college algebra 

	Natural Science 
	6 
	Natural Science 
	Courses in this category may be chosen from, but not limited to: Natural Science with laboratory, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Astronomy, Geology, Physical Science 

	Social and Behavioral Sciences (At least 2 disciplines must be represented and must be different from those in Humanities) 
	9 
	Cross Cultural Social/Behavioral Sciences Inter/Multidisciplinary 
	Courses in this category may be chosen from, but not limited to: Sociology, History, Economics, Anthropology, Geography, Political Science, Cross Cultural, Inter/Multidisciplinary. NOTE: Students transferring to UK must include a cross cultural in this category. 

	General Education 
	Courses in this category are courses which do not fit in an established category and would be used to complete the additional hours to total the 48-hour general education program for Full Certification. 


Columbia College 
POLICY ON DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 
The Committee on Instruction and the faculty of Columbia College review College degree requirements and curricular matters each year. The bulletin reflects these faculty recommendations and curricular changes in its yearly reprinting. College policy then requires students to fulfill all degree requirements as stated in the bulletin of the first year of their matriculation into the College.

POINTS 
Every student must complete 124 points. One course may not normally be taken to fulfill more than one requirement for the degree. However, a course that satisfies the Major Cultures, the science, or the foreign language requirement may also be used to satisfy a student’s major or concentration requirements. Courses may not be repeated for credit, nor may course credit be earned in subjects for which Advanced Placement has been granted. Students also cannot receive credit for previous courses in which the content has been substantially duplicated, at Columbia or elsewhere.  

REQUIRED COURSES: THE CORE CURRICULUM 
The following required courses constitute the Columbia College Core Curriculum. They include general education requirements in major disciplines that are described in this section. The entire Core can be summarized as follows:

Literature Humanities C1001 and C1002 

Contemporary Civilization C1101 and C1102 

Art Humanities C1121 

Music Humanities C1123 

Foreign Language Requirement four terms or the equivalent 

Logic and Rhetoric C1007 (C1004 may also be required and is determined by the Composition Office) 

Major Cultures Requirement two terms from the List of Approved Courses 

Physical Education Requirement two terms and a swimming test 

Science Requirement three terms from the List of Approved Courses 

Note: The College strongly recommends that students complete all or most of the above requirements by the end of the sophomore year. Students should also take at least one carefully chosen elective course each term during the first two years in order to make a more informed decision about a major or concentration before the beginning of the junior year. 
The University of Oklahoma 
The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education have approved a University-wide education curriculum for the University of Oklahoma. This curriculum applies to all students who begin their higher education studies in Fall 1990 and enter the University of Oklahoma Norman Campus that semester or thereafter. The University-wide curriculum can be summarized as a distribution requirement model. 
Core Area I – Symbolic and Oral Communication (9-19 hours, 3-5 courses)

English Composition: (6 hours, English 1113 and 1213) 
Foreign Language: (0-10 hours, 2 courses in the same language, which can be satisfied by successfully completing two years in the same foreign language in high school.) Mathematics: (3 hours, one course) 
Other: (for example, communication, logic or public speaking) Courses in this area may not be used to meet the minimum hourly requirement for Core Area I, but may be used to meet the 40-hour total general education requirement.

Core Area II – Natural Science
(Minimum of 7 hours, including at least two courses of three or more credit hours each, which must be from different disciplines. At least one course must include a laboratory component.) 

Core Area III – Social Science 
(6 hours, 2 courses, one of which is Political Science 1113) 

Core Area IV – Humanities (12 hours, 4 courses) 
Understanding Art Forms: (3 hours, 1 course) Western Civilization and Culture: (6 hours, 2 courses, one of which is History 1483 or History 1493)
Non-Western Culture: (3 hours, 1 course)

Core Area V – Senior Capstone Experience (3 hours, 1 course) 

In addition to the Senior Capstone Experience, students must take at least one upper-division general education approved course outside the student’s major. 
National Endowment for the Humanities – 50 Hours: A Summary 
50-Hours: A Core Curriculum for College Students, a position paper written for the National Endowment for the Humanities, puts forth a core curriculum heavily weighted toward cultures and civilizations. 
Cultures and Civilizations (18 hours) 

I. The Origins of Civilization – a one-semester course that considers the beginnings of civilization on various continents (3 hours) 
II. Western Civilization – a one-semester course that considers the development of Western society and thought from Periclean Athens through the Reformation (3 hours) 
III. Western Civilization (continued) – a one-semester course that considers the development of Western society and thought from the Reformation into the twentieth century (3 hours) 
IV. American Civilization – a one-semester course that traces major developments in American society and thought from colonial times to the present (3 hours) 
V and VI. Other Civilizations – two one-semester courses to be chosen from the following: civilizations of Africa, East Asia, Islam, Latin America, South Asia (6 hours) 

Foreign Language (12 hours) 

A two-year requirement; it is recommended that students fulfill this requirement by taking more advanced courses in a language they have studied in high school.


Concepts of Mathematics (6 hours) 

A one-year course focusing on major concepts, methods, and applications of the mathematical sciences 


Foundations of the Natural Sciences (8 hours)

A one-year laboratory course that focuses on major ideas and methods of the physical and biological sciences 

The Social Sciences and the Modern World (6 hours) A one-year course that explores ways in which the social sciences have been used to explain political, economic, and social life, as well as the experience of individuals, in the last 200 years 
	Freshman Year


	Cultures and Civilizations I and II
	Concepts of Mathematics
	Foreign Language
	MAJOR AND ELECTIVES
	MAJOR AND ELECTIVES

	Sophomore Year


	Cultures and Civilizations III and IV
	Foundations of the Natural Sciences
	Foreign Language
	MAJOR AND ELECTIVES
	MAJOR AND ELECTIVES

	Junior Year


	Cultures and Civilizations V and VI
	The Social Sciences and the Modern World
	MAJOR AND ELECTIVES
	MAJOR AND ELECTIVES
	MAJOR AND ELECTIVES

	Senior Year


	MAJOR AND ELECTIVES
	MAJOR AND ELECTIVES
	MAJOR AND ELECTIVES
	MAJOR AND ELECTIVES
	MAJOR AND ELECTIVES


The above chart, in which each block represents year-long study, shows the place of this core in undergraduate education and indicates a sequence of courses. According to this plan, students would take up the West and America – the cultures most accessible to most of them – before study of cultures with which they are less likely to be familiar. This plan would allow study of the natural and social sciences to build upon understanding of mathematics. 

A core program would have a sequence that most students follow. When professors know what students have studied, they can assume a base of knowledge and build upon it. They can reach across courses with references, adding depth, richness, and coherence to general education. 

SUNY’s Core Curricula 

The following three tables were excerpted from the publication, SUNY’s Core Curricula – the Failure to Set Consistent and High Academic Standards. Issued in 1996, the document is the joint project of the New York Association of Scholars and the Empire Foundation for Policy Research. 
Required Core Courses in Key Topics   
	SUNY Campus 
	History 
	Literature 
	Philosophy 
	Foreign Language 
	Arts 
	English Composition 
	Math 
	Science 

	Albany 
	 X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 X

	Binghamton 
	 X
	
	
	 X
	 X
	
	
	 X

	Buffalo 
	 X
	
	
	 X
	
	 X
	 X
	 X

	Stony Brook 
	 X
	 X
	
	
	 X
	 X
	 X
	 X

	Brockport 
	
	
	
	
	 X
	 X
	 X
	 X

	Buffalo State 
	
	
	
	 X
	 X
	
	
	 X

	Cortland 
	 X
	 X
	
	 X
	 X
	 X
	 X
	 X

	Fredonia 
	
	
	
	
	
	 X
	 X
	

	Geneseo 
	 X
	 X
	 X
	
	 X
	
	
	 X

	New Paltz 
	 X
	
	
	
	 X
	 X
	
	 X

	Old Westbury 
	 X
	
	 X
	
	 X
	 X
	 X
	 X

	Oneonta 
	
	
	
	
	 X
	 X
	 X
	 X

	Oswego 
	 
	
	
	
	
	 X
	 X
	 X

	Plattsburgh 
	 X
	
	
	
	 X
	 X
	 X
	 X

	Potsdam 
	 X
	
	 X
	
	 X
	 X
	 X
	 X

	Purchase 
	 X
	 X
	
	
	 X
	
	 X
	 X


Key Topics Students Can Avoid under Current SUNY Campus Core Curricula 
	SUNY Campus 
	History 
	Literature 
	Philosophy 
	Foreign Language 
	Arts 
	English Composition 
	Math 
	Science 

	Albany 
	
	 X
	 X
	 X
	X 
	 X
	 X
	

	Binghamton 
	
	 X
	 X
	
	
	 X
	 X
	

	Buffalo 
	
	 X
	 X
	
	 X
	
	
	

	Stony Brook 
	
	
	 X
	 X
	
	
	
	

	Brockport 
	 X
	 X
	 X
	 X
	
	
	
	

	Buffalo State 
	 X
	 X
	 X
	
	
	 X
	 X
	

	Cortland 
	
	
	 X
	
	
	
	
	

	Fredonia 
	 X
	 
	 X
	 X
	 X
	
	
	 X

	Geneseo 
	
	
	
	 X
	
	 X
	 X
	

	New Paltz 
	
	 X
	 X
	 X
	
	
	 X
	

	Old Westbury 
	
	 X
	
	 X
	
	
	
	

	Oneonta 
	X 
	 X
	 X
	 X
	
	
	
	

	Oswego 
	
	 X
	 X
	 X
	 X
	
	
	

	Plattsburgh 
	
	 X
	 X
	 X
	
	
	
	

	Potsdam 
	
	 X
	
	 X
	
	
	
	

	Purchase 
	
	
	 X
	 X
	
	 X
	
	


(SUNY Centers noted in italics) 

Western Civilization vs. Multiculturalism Core Requirements 
	SUNY Campus 
	Western Civilization 
	Multiculturalism 

	Albany 
	
	 X

	Binghamton 
	
	 X

	Buffalo 
	
	 X

	Stony Brook 
	 X
	 X

	Brockport 
	
	 X

	Buffalo State 
	
	 X

	Cortland 
	 X
	 X

	Fredonia 
	
	 X

	Geneseo 
	 X
	 X

	New Paltz 
	 X
	 X

	Old Westbury 
	
	 X

	Oneonta 
	
	 X

	Oswego 
	 X
	 X

	Plattsburgh 
	 X
	 X

	Potsdam 
	 X
	 X

	Purchase 
	 
	 X


(SUNY Centers noted in italics) 
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Please specify the number of credits in the general education curriculum.
If general education requirements differ by degree type (e.g., BA, BS, BFA, AA,
AS, etc.), please specify.

Number
of Credits: gé?"_ AR | AS | AAS | AOS | BA | BS |BTECH| BFA g:;i’ Reqlﬁ‘r':;ems
University Centers:
Albany 24 for all baccalaureate
Stony Brook 42 42 30 Engi- | Min. score 75 in
neering | Regents, foreign
language & math
University Colleges:
Brockport 38 average BA requires
foreign language
Buffalo 42 42 |24+24| 36
inhath/
Science
Cortland 43-58 | 43-45
BA skills 15-29, BS skills 15-16; BA knowledge 28-29, BS knowledge 28-29
Fredonia 36 for all baccalaureate
New Paltz 51 to 60
0Old Westhury 44 for all baccalaureate
Plattshurgh 41-43 for all baccalaureate
Potsdam 37—52‘ ‘ ‘B. Music 20-29; Engineering 34-39
Purchase 36-39 for all bacc., plus math & foreign language proficiency
Health Sci. Centers:
Brooklyn ‘ ‘ Upper division entry; prerequisites vary by program
Specialized Colleges:
Env. Sci. & Forestry \ \ [ 30 ] \ 32-44 BLA-48
Farmingdale No information 24 24
Maritime 16 for Associate Degree 28 42 67 Bachelor of Engineering
Utica/Rome ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ Nine courses, typically about 28+ credits
Colleges of Tech/Ag.:
Alfred 48 30 20 60 30 Baccalaureate requires AAS or AS
plus credits
Canton 69 | 48 30 20 39
Delhi 48 30 20 | 0-6 (these are all estimates) BBA est. 30|
Community Colleges:
Adirondack [ 42 [30-41]2536]
Broome See booklet — didn‘t get copy of it.
Cayuga 30 27 |1518
Columbia-Greene 48 30 21
Corning 45 32 22 composition & algebra
Dutchess 30 [27est| 20
Erie 45 est | 30 est | 20 est
Fashion Institute 24-25.5 36-39.5 12-21 plus 2 credits, health
and physical education
Fulton-Montgomery 21 21 15
Genesee 48 32 23
Hudson Valley 21.5to 57 varies by school
Jamestown 48 30 20 also math & English
Jefferson 30-36 | 30-36 | 21-24
Mohawk Valley 40 30 20 | (these are all estimates)
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g,"g:gﬁ{ls: 05| an | as | aas | A0S | BA | BS |BTECH| BFA g:;i’ Reqlﬁ‘r':;ems
Community Colleges:

Niagara County Not answered directly

Orange 48 30 20

Rockland 48 |30-48|21-24

Suffolk 34-35|34-35 | 25-26

Sullivan 28 apparently for all programs

Tompkins-Cortland 15 ‘ 15 ‘ 15 ‘ ‘

Ulster 13-22 is the common core for all matriculated associate degree students| Depends on program

QUESTION 2.

Which knowledge and skill categories are represented in your general education
curriculum? How many credits are required in each general education category?
(If credits are required, enter number. Check if represented with no credit
requirement.)

Math or Fine/ Social/
Critical | *Math/ |Humani- | Perform. | Natural | Behav. |Diversity| Foreign |Physical
Writing | Thinking | Science | ties Arts | Science | Science |Pluralism|Language|  Ed Other
University Centers:
Albany 6 9 6 6 3 2
Stony Brook 3 3 12 3 9 6 6 6-8
University Colleges:
Brockport 3 3 6 6 78 6 6 3
Buffalo - BA/BS 9* 9 9 9 6 6
Buffalo - BFA 9* 9 9 9 6
Buffalo - BT 6 24* 6 12 6
Cortland 12 3-4 6 3 10-11 3 6 3
Fredonia 6 3 3 6 6 6 6
New Paltz 9 6-7 9 6-7 8-9 3 3 3-8 4
0Old Westhury 8-12 6-8* 4 18 8 4 12
Plattshurgh 3 4 3-4 6 3 18 6 3 3 3
Potsdam 2 10 6 3 6 3 3 4
Purchase 4 4 3 8 34 4 4 8 2
Health Science Centers:
Brooklyn *...prerequisite course requirements in English, Math, Anatomy, Physiology & other sciences
Specialized Colleges:
Environ. Science & Forestry 10 4 9-12 20 3-6 6 12
Farmingdale 6 6* 6 6
Maritime 12 12
Utica/Rome 6-8 34 6-8 78 6-8
Colleges of Tech/Ag:
Alfred — AAS [ [ [ 6 ] [ 6 [ 6 ] [ [ [ 2
Alfred - AS 30 liberal arts credits, distribution decided by major
Alfred - AA 48 liberal arts credits, distribution decided by major
Canton - AS 3 6 3 6 3
Canton - AA 3 6 9 6 12 12
Canton - BT 3 3 6 6 12
Delhi 6 6* 6
Continued
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Math or Fine/ Socialf
Critical | *Math/ |Humani- | Perform. | Natural | Behav. |Diversity| Foreign |Physical

Writing | Thinking | Science | ties Arts | Science | Science |Pluralism|Language|  Ed Other
Community Colleges:
Adirondack - AAS 6 34 34 6 3-6
Adirondack - AS 6 6 6 34 6 3-6
Adirondack - AA 12 6 12 3-4 12 3-6
Cayuga - AAS 6 6* 0-3 3
Cayuga - AS 6 9* 3 9
Cayuga - AA 6 9* 6 9
Columbia-Greene - AAS 6 3 3 3 3 3
Columbia-Greene - AS 6 3-6 3-6 3-6 3-6 3
Columbia-Greene - AA 6 912 | 912 912 | 912 3
Corning 6 3-6 6* 6 36 | 612
Dutchess 6 34 3 4-8 3 2
Erie 12 6 6 6 3 3 3
Fashion Institute - AAS 6 6-10.5% 3-6 6 2 0-3
Fashion Institute - BFA choice choice 39 0-4 | choice choice
Fashion Institute - BS 6 6.5 choice | 0-5 | 9-15 6-7
Fulton-Montgomery 6 5-8 6-9 3-6 3
Genesee 6 3 3 6 2
Hudson Valley No specified number of credits in various General Education categories
Jamestown - AAS 6* 6 6 2
Jamestown - AS 6-24* | 6-18 6-18 12-15
Jamestown - AA 9* 9-27 9-24 6
Jefferson - AAS 3-6 6-9* | 36 6-9
Jefferson - AAA 6 9-12* | 36 9
Mohawk Valley No specified number of credits in various General Education categories
Niagara County 6 | No specified credits in categories other than writing
QOrange County 12 9* 6 12 2
Rockland - AAS 6 3-6 0-9 3-11 3-9 3 0-3
Rockland - AS 6 3-7 0-9 315 | 312 3 0-12
Rockland - AA 6 3-6 0-6 6 6-16 | 6-12 0-6
Suffolk - AAS 6 3-4 3 4 6 2
Suffolk - AS/AA 6 3-4 9 4 9
Tompkins Cortland 10 3 2
Ulster County 57 | 345 3 2-6.5
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Is there a standing general education committee on your campus?
If so, how is it constituted?

‘V&/Nu ‘ How Constituted?

University Centers:

Albany Yes | Advisory Committee to the Dean of Undergraduate Studies

Stony Brook Yes | Undergraduate Curriculum Committee of the University Senate

University Colleges:

Brockport Yes | Standing committee of the Faculty Senate

Buffalo Yes | College Senate ad hoc Gen Ed Committee now reviewing the Gen Ed Program
Cortland Yes | Faculty Senate committee

Fredonia Yes | General College Program Committee

New Paltz Yes | Curriculum Committee

0Old Westhury Yes | Reviews Gen Ed program every three years

Plattshurgh Yes | Appointed by Faculty Senate Chair

Potsdam Yes | Since 1988

Purchase Yes | Faculty Committee and Gen Ed Advisory Committee under Vice President for Academic Affairs
Health Science Centers:

Brooklyn ‘ ‘ Didn't feel it applied

Specialized Colleges:

Env. Sci. & Forestry No | Faculty Governance Committee on Instruction addresses Gen Ed

Farmingdale Yes | A Provost’s Task Force on Core Curriculum

Maritime No | Falls under College Curriculum Committee

Utica/Rome No

Colleges of Tech/Ag:

Alfred Yes | Faculty Senate ad hoc committee and Core Competencies committee

Canton No | But UTC is establishing a Gen Ed team across the alliance

Delhi Yes | Informal — with Humanities and Social Science faculty and a Baccalaureate team
Community Colleges:

Adirondack No | But they are following up on a 1997 Middle States recommendations re: Gen Ed
Cayuga County No | No standing committee, but an 11 member ad hoc committee was recently convened
Columbia-Greene No

Dutchess Yes | 5-7 volunteers from the Curriculum Committee for the Gen Ed Subcommittee
Erie Yes | Gen Ed Task Force with broad representation

Fashion Institute No | Handled by Curriculum Committee

Fulton-Montgomery | Yes | Subcommittee of Outcomes Assessment Committee

Genesee No | Handled by Curriculum Committee and an ad hoc committee on Gen Ed Core Assessment
Hudson Valley Yes | Subcommittee of the Assessment Committee; entirely faculty

Jamestown No

Jefferson No | Falls under the Academic Affairs Committee of the College Senate

Mohawk Valley Yes | Faculty committee

Orange County No  |Ad hoc subcommittee of Curriculum Committee; recommended establishing a standing comm.
Rockland Yes | From Faculty Senate

Sullivan County No | Addressed by Curriculum Committee

Tompkins Cortland Yes | Chaired by Dean of Academic Affairs

Ulster County Yes | Faculty committee
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How is the level of preparation of incoming students determined? In the case of
students with differing levels of preparation in each general education category,
which options apply? (Waiver and release, Substitution of further requirement,
Requirement of prep work)

General Education Category

How

Determined? Writing Math Other

w]s [R|w][s |[rR[wW][s ][R

University Centers:
Albany Not determined
Stony Brook Test X X X X
University Colleges:
Brockport HS transcript X X X X
Buffalo Not determined HS trans|
Cortland Not determined
Fredonia Not determined portfolio|
New Paltz Test + SAT X X X X [crit.Thinl
0Old Westhury Test X X X Lang.
Plattshurgh Test X X X Lang.
Potsdam Test + HS transcript AP AP
Purchase Test + HS transcript 510M | 2 yrs. 2yrs. | 500

SAT  [HS math HS lang [lang test
Health Science Centers:
Brooklyn ‘ All incoming students must have 60 hours to transfer in — not much Gen Ed needed
Specialized Colleges:
Farmingdale Test essay X X
Maritime Test X X X X
Utica/Rome College transcript | essay+test
College of Tech/Ag:
Alfred Test AP3 X AP3 X X
Canton Test CLEP X X X X
Delhi Test X X X
Community Colleges:
Adirondack Test X X X
Broome Test AP X X X X
Cayuga County Test X X X
Columbia-Greene Test + HS transcript X X X
Corning Test X X X
Dutchess Test X X X
Erie Test + essay X X X
Fashion Institute Test 620VSAT| X |CLEP/AP X X
Fulton-Montgomery Test X X
Genesee Test X X X X X X
Herkimer County Test X X X
Hudson Valley Test X X X
Jamestown Test X X X
Jefferson Test X X X
Mohawk Valley Test AP X AP X X
Monroe Test AP X AP X X
QOrange County Test X X X
Rockland Test + SAT X |510MSAT X X
Sullivan County Test + SAT X X X
Ulster County Test X X X
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In the case of each general education category, please indicate whether

the requirement may be satisfied by specific courses (8), a choice among a

distribution of courses (D), integrated content across the curriculum (I), or
some combination of the above (C).
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general education requirements?

For four year campuses, what is your policy on transfer students satisfying your

‘ Entering with AAAS ‘ All Others
University Centers:
Albany Satisfies Gen Ed except for 1 or 2 specific courses Transcript evaluation
Stony Brook Satisfies Gen Ed except for 1 or 2 specific courses Not mentioned in response
University Colleges:
Brockport Satisfies Gen Ed except for 1 or 2 specific courses Transcript evaluation
Buffalo Satisfies Gen Ed requirement Transcript evaluation
Fredonia Satisfies Gen Ed except for 1 or 2 specific courses Transcript evaluation
0Old Westhury Satisfies Gen Ed except for 1 or 2 specific courses Transcript evaluation
Plattshurgh Satisfies Gen Ed except for 1 or 2 specific courses Transcript evaluation
Potsdam Satisfies Gen Ed except for 1 or 2 specific courses Transcript evaluation
Purchase Satisfies Gen Ed except for 1 or 2 specific courses Transcript evaluation
Health Science Centers:
Brooklyn Didn't feel it applied
Specialized Colleges:
Env. Sci. & Forestry | Requirements vary by specific articulation agreement
Maritime Satisfies Gen Ed except for 1 or 2 specific courses Transcript evaluation
Utica/Rome Satisfies Gen Ed except for 1 or 2 specific courses Transcript evaluation
QUESTION 7.

Please describe your campus procedures for allocation of resources to general
education in terms of class sizes, full-time/part-time faculty, junior/senior faculty
assigned to provide the general education curriculum.

‘ Class Sizes ‘ Faculty Assignments
University Centers:
Albany Majority of Gen Ed taught by FT faculty
Stony Brook Same as all other departments
University Colleges:
Brockport Writing <25, Math <35, 40-70 others No control
Buffalo Mostly 21-40 35% taught by PT
Cortland Writing 21, most other Gen Ed 25-60, some 200  |Majority of composition & beginning language - PT
Fredonia Most 21-40, Social/Natural Sciences 40-75 34% PT
New Paltz Same as all other departments
0Old Westhury 25-35 Mostly FT, Jr. and Sr.
Plattshurgh 25 in English English — more PT because of class size
Potsdam 25 in Writing and Speaking Nothing special
Specialized Colleges:
Farmingdale English 24-28, Math 32, Social Science 38 10% adjunct
Maritime Same as with other programs
Colleges of Tech/Ag:
Alfred 22-25
Canton 25-40 14% adjunct
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Community Colleges:

Continued

‘ Class Sizes

Faculty Assignments

Adirondack Writing 20-35, Math 25-35, others 35 15-25% PT

Broome 25 Same as with all other departments
Cayuga County 32 40% taught by adjuncts

Corning Prep 15-18, English 22, all others 30 27% adjunct

Dutchess Same as with all other departments
Erie 21-40 Same as with all other departments

Fashion Institute

Prep 18, Comp 20, others 27

LA division 46 FT, 153 PT (77%)

Finger Lakes

Fulton-Montgomery | 21-40 5-30% PT

Genesee 21-40 Varies widely

Herkimer County <20 20% PT

Hudson Valley 30-33 34% PTin Gen Ed

Jefferson Same as all others Same as with all other departments
Mohawk Valley <40 Same as with all other departments
Monroe 20 college average, 24 Gen Ed average 30% PT

Orange County Approximately 23 Primarily FT, buth Jr. and Sr.
Rockland Comp 20, all others 32 Same as with all other departments

Sullivan County

2N FT/PT

Tompkins Cortland

Same as with all other departments

Ulster County

Most 30-35 max but <20/class college average

35% PT
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STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

January 26, 1998

Dr. John W. Ryan
Chancellor

State University of New York
Albany, NY

Dear Jack:

We are pleased to present you with our final General Education Report. With the
current discussions of mission review and performance indicators, the recommendations
proposed for general education seem timely and useful.

The genesis for this Report began with a charge by the newly elected president of
the Faculty Senate, Vince Aceto, to the University Faculty Senate Undergraduate
Committee in August, 1995, to plan a system-wide conference on general education.
Since this was to be a system conference, representatives from the Faculty Council of
Community Colleges were added to the Committee. The Committee spent the rest of the
academic year identifying topics, selecting speakers, and making all the arrangements for
the conference.

The Conference on General Education was held at the University at Albany on
October 4-5, 1996. Over four hundred participants from SUNY attended the two day
conference and presented their views on general education in small group sessions. In
addition, invited papers were presented by Chancellor Carl Hayden of the Board of
Regents of the State of New York; New York State Commissioner of Education, Dr.
Richard Mills; higher education representatives from California, Washington, Georgia,
and Connecticut; and officials from the Xerox Corporation, Middle States Commission
on Higher Education, National Association of Scholars, and the American Academy of
Liberal Education. A panel on SUNY general education programs with representatives
from the University at Buffalo, Geneseo, Genesee Community College, and the Strategic
Alhance was also included in the program.

At the conclusion of the conference, there was a recommendation to form a Task
Force on General Education to review the comments of participants with a view to
identifying system-wide implications and issues. A joint Task Force was set up by the
two faculty governance bodies Co-Chaired by Professors Anne Donnelly from Cobleskill,
Norman Goodman from Stony Brook, Michael Kinney from Broome, and Robert
Jubenville from Mohawk Valley. It quickly became apparent to the Task Force members

ww.sysadm.suny.edu/faculty_senate 11



[image: image13.png]that the lack of any system policy statement on general education needed to be addressed
as the highest priority. The Task Force members met at least monthly to sift through all
the faculty comments, previous relevant documents generated by SUNY System
Administration over the years, to examine the voluminous literature on general education,
and to prepare a draft document.

A first draft of a general education report was presented to the Faculty Council of
Community Colleges and University Faculty Senate for initial reaction and comment at
their respective spring plenary sessions in 1997. A second iteration of the Report was
then prepared by the Task Force and shared with the Chief Academic Officers of all
SUNY campuses for additional comments and suggestions. Incorporating these
suggestions from Chief Academic Officers, a new version of the General Education
Report was prepared during the summer of 1997 and then sent to all faculty and
administrators in SUNY. The faculty senators, campus governance leaders, and Chief
Academic Officers were also asked to set up a public meeting on their respective
campuses to discuss the general education draft report and to send their comments and
recommendations to the Task Force. These responses were carefully reviewed by the
Task Force and a final iteration of the Report was prepared in October, 1997.

The final General Education Report was endorsed by the Faculty Council of
Community Colleges and the University Faculty Senate at their fall plenary sessions. In
addition, the SUNY Association of Presidents of Public Community Colleges and the
Presidents of the state-operated senior liberal arts colleges also endorsed the Report.

Given the extensive consultation and participation of SUNY faculty and
administrators in the creation of the General Education Report and their enthusiastic
endorsement of the Report, we trust this will encourage you to recommend the adoption
of the General Education Report by the Board of Trustees as a policy statement on
general education. We, along with the Task Force Co-Chairs, would welcome the
opportunity to make a formal presentation to the Board of Trustees and to answer any
questions that may arise from our policy proposal.

We look forward to hearing from you in the near future.

all best wishes,

I ~
hcent J. Aceto ohn Haluch
President | esident

University Faculty Senate Faculty Council of Community Colleges

1ii
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Task Force on General Education
(October 25, 1997)

The Undergraduate Academic Programs and Policies Committee was asked by Senate President
Vincent Aceto to take the lead in following up the October 4-6, 1996, Conference on General
Education that it had originally proposed and was jointly sponsored by the University Faculty
Senate and The Faculty Council of Community Colleges. A steering committee established by
both governance bodies specifically asked the UAPPC to explore the question, “What is the
responsibility of SUNY, as a system, for general education?” The composition of the
committee was expanded to incorporate members of the Faculty Council of Community Colleges
and became the Task Force on General Education.

Section |
Preface
“Aspects of General Education’s Evolution®

Although interest in general education arguably had its origins in the 1920’s and 1930’s, the
current wave of general education reform is traceable to the Carnegie Commission's
characterization of general education in 1978 as a “disaster area” and to Harvard’s “Report on
The Core” in 1979. Influenced by these and other studies critical of higher education, as well as
by the free-elective curricular practices of the 1970’s, faculty in a host of two- and four-year
colleges set out to redefine the purposes of undergraduate education, as they had previously
done in each of the post-World War eras.

General education reform initiatives, since World War Il, have been responsive to the defining
issues of the times. Whether contending with rapid change, with domestic and international
crises, with the explosion of knowledge, with expanded access to higher education, with growing
institutional and student diversity, or with tensions among epistemic or ideological frameworks,
general education’s historical role has been to rethink and refocus the intellectual aims and
curricular means of that part of undergraduate study which students have in common.

Typically, general education curricula have sought to prepare graduates to live wisely and well,
however those achievements and the requisite learning have been stipulated. Increasingly
specified as an ensemble of cognitive abilities, inquiry skills, generative knowledge, and
dispositions of intellect and outlook, contemporary general education is expected to engender in
students the intellectual resources to support independent, life-long learning, to invest their
experience with richer insight and deeper meaning, and to prepare them to be competent citizens
and productive workers.



[image: image15.png]General education’s evolution, together with the multitude of intellectual, social, and pedagogical
factors which continue to influence it, militate against creation of a system-wide, core curriculum
for reasons which we find compelling. First, a system-wide core curriculum would frustrate local
initiative; it would ignore individual campus needs and discourage faculty creativity in course and
curricular design. Second, faculty are resentful of uniform and prescriptive courses and curricula
which they believe subvert their intellectual and pedagogical autonomy. Finally, the difficulty of
course and curricular coordination across the system would present difficult, if not overwhelming,
obstacles. For these reasons the Task Force urges the adoption of common learning goals,
leaving faculty on individual campuses the task of determining appropriate courses and curricula.

Compilation of Current General Education Policies and/or Practices
The Task Force found that an accurate compilation of general education requirements by campus

does not exist, contrary to the assertions of the Empire report: SUNY'’s Core Curricula: The
Failure to Set Consistent and High Academic Standards.

We wish to provide such a document. Each campus’ representative to the University Faculty
Senate and the Faculty Council of Community Colleges was asked to have the Academic Vice
President forward the official statement of the goals/objectives/areas of knowledge (but not
specific courses) of each campus’ general education requirements.

The compilation of these responses may be found in Appendix I.

Section |l
Summary of Findings from General Education Conference:

The Undergraduate Programs and Policies Committee, in collaboration with the Faculty Council
of Community Colleges presented a symposium on October 4-5,1996, at the University at Albany.
The symposium explored the different philosophical approaches to general education, the place
of general education in a system of higher education, the external forces that impact on general
education programs, assessment of general education and outcomes, and some representative
models of general education programs across SUNY. The program included a number of panels
and presentations by national specialists in general education programs and provided
opportunities to interact with all presenters.



[image: image16.png]Conference participants were asked to list the five most important general education questions
and issues from a list of twenty-eight gathered at the general session.

Predictably, the issues that emerged as most critical were: 1) common core curriculum issues,
2) resource allocation, 3) transferability, 4) standardization vs. diversity, innovation and
uniqueness and 5) responsiveness of general education. In brief, these refer to the general
opposition to a single common core curriculum for general education throughout SUNY, the
importance of providing adequate resources to mount successful general education programs
on the campuses, concern about ensuring that general education requirements do not hinder
transferability of students within SUNY, the importance of diversity, innovation and uniqueness
as opposed to standardization of general education requirements, and the responsiveness of
general education programs to campus goals and missions. There were, of course, some
variation among sectors in what is perceived to be the most and least important issues in general
education. The full list of general education questions and issues, and the distribution of the five
most important and the five least important across sector types, may be found in Appendix .

Section Il
RECOMMENDATIONS:

RECOMMENDATION 1

Definition
The Task Force recommends the adoption of the following definition of general
education:

General education is a set of nonspecialized, coherent and focused educational
experiences throughout the college years aimed at enabling students to acquire
knowledge and skills that are useful and important for all educated persons
regardless of their jobs or professions.

This is an amended version of a statement to presidents from a former SUNY Vice Chancellor
for Academic Policy.

Historically, it has been the responsibility of SUNY’s academic leadership to define broad goals
for this portion of the curriculum. However, it is the responsibility of the faculty of the individual
campuses to determine the particular instructional programs that will provide students with this
type of education.

RECOMMENDATION 2

Framework
The design and implementation of the general education requirements are the
responsibility of the faculty of the individual campuses. The Task Force therefore
recommends that the following Skills and Knowledge/Inquiry Domains comprise the goals
and objectives of the four year general education programs within SUNY. Faculty at



[image: image17.png]individual campuses will determine the appropriate courses, curricula, and may add
additional goals and objectives.

To ensure that students throughout the SUNY system are engaged in challenging general
education curricula, that these curricula encourage intra-system cooperation and articulation; and
that the SUNY faculty assume the responsibility for specifying and assessing general education
learning, the Task Force urges system-wide adoption of these common goals and commitment
to systematic assessment.

These skills and areas of knowledge are adapted primarily from College Expectations: The
Report of the SUNY Task Force on College Entry-Level Knowledge and Skills (1992) and The
Minnesota Transfer Curriculum (1993). The intellectual skills will be acquired not only in
designated courses, such as English Composition and Mathematics, but also in courses
throughout the curriculum and through the co-curriculum. The first three knowledge and inquiry
domains reflect the Liberal Arts and Sciences tradition; the latter four—human diversity, global
perspectives, people and the environment and ethical and civic responsibility—are contemporary
themes of great importance that lend themselves to serious interdisciplinary study and analysis.
The involvement of co-curricular professional staff will be important in achieving these
interdisciplinary goals. Examples of relevant competencies linked to these skills and knowledge
domains may be found in Appendix lil.

SKILLS

To develop in students the ability to write and speak English effectively as well
as to read and listen critically.

To develop in students the ability to unify factual, creative, rational, and value-
sensitive modes of thought.

To develop in students knowledge of the basic sources of information and their
location, as well as how to access and manipulate them.

To develop in students basic knowledge about and the ability to use
quantitative data and processes to help them with decisions in their lives and
careers. .

KNOWLEDGE AND INQUIRY DOMAINS

To develop in students knowledge of the human condition and human cultures,
especially in relation to behavior, ideas, and values expressed in works of art,
literature, music and philosophy that engender appreciation of the arts and
humanities as fundamental to the cultural health and survival of any society.



[image: image18.png]To develop in students an understanding of physical and biological principles,
methods of scientific inquiry, and problems inherent in the technical application
of these principles to the solution of real-world problems.

To develop in students knowledge of how social and behavioral scientists
discover, describe, and explain the behaviors and interactions among
individuals, groups, institutions, events, and ideas.

To develop in students knowledge of the ways in which individuals and groups
are identified in society and how societies and institutions use characteristics
such as class, culture, ethnicity, gender, race, and other differences to define
and separate people.

To develop in students an understanding of the growing interdependence of
nations and peoples, and the need to apply a comparative perspective to
cross-cultural social, economic and political issues, ideally informed by the
study of a foreign language(s) or a period of study abroad.

To develop in students an understanding of today’s complex environmental
challenges, and of the bio-physical principles and socio-cultural systems that
are the foundation for integrative and critical thinking about environmental
issues.

To develop in students the ability to identify, discuss, and reflect upon the
ethical dimensions of political, social, and personal life so as to exercise
responsible and productive citizenship.

While affirming its belief in the efficacy and appropriateness of establishing system-wide
general education goals, the Task Force strongly supports the current practice in SUNY (and
most colleges) which acknowledges the responsibility of campus faculty for general
education’s curricular content, pedagogy, and academic standards.

We do not assume that all students will satisfy these requirements solely through a general
education program; relevant skills and knowledge will assuredly be acquired through study in
the major, in a variety of courses across the curriculum, and in the co-curriculum. Graduates
of two-year college AA, AS, and AAS programs will have completed a coherent general
education program based upon these goals and objectives. But general education is not just
a lower division program; those who continue in baccalaureate studies at SUNY colleges and
universities will likely encounter additional general education requirements at the junior/senior
level.
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Accountability
The Task Force recommends that assessment be campus centered. Campus assessment
plans are to be filed in the office of the Chancellor, and published as a separate document
available throughout the SUNY system. The Chancellor, in consultation with the
University Faculty Senate and the Faculty Council of Community Colleges, will ensure that
necessary support is available to the campuses to fulfill Recommendations 2 and 3.

The State University of New York Board of Trustees’ report, Rethinking SUNY, dated December
1, 1995, supports campus autonomy. Similarly, the Task Force recognizes the long-standing
responsibility of the faculty of the individual campuses to determine precisely which courses and
experiences will provide students with a general education. These goals are likely to be met
through diverse individual campus means. Thus, the assessment of a campus’ general education
program of necessity must be determined and carried out by that campus.

RECOMMENDATION 4
Admissions Standards

The Task Force recommends that access to all SUNY institutions be based on clear
standards of academic achievement. It also recognizes and affirms the open admission
responsibilities of the community colleges. The Task Force further recommends a
Regents Diploma from high school, or documented evidence that a student has performed
at a functionally equivalent academic level, or an appropriate associate’s degree be
required for matriculation at a SUNY state-operated campus. For transfer students,
graduation from a SUNY institution with an AA or AS degree will satisfy general education
requirements for the first two years of a baccalaureate degree. (A.A.S. and A.O.S
graduates seeking transfer to baccalaureate programs will likely need additional general
education course work to attain junior standing.) Criteria for meeting upper division
general education requirements shall be the same for transfer and native students.

The Task Force recognizes the responsibility of K-12 education to provide a strong foundation
in general education knowledge and skills. In order to obtain the maximum benefits from general
education, or any other portion of the college curriculum in higher education, high school
graduates should have the requisite knowledge to do college level work. The Task Force
supports the efforts of the Regents of the State of New York to improve the quality of K-12
education and concurs with the views expressed in College Expectations: The Report of the
SUNY Task Force on College Entry Level Knowledge and Skills, October 1992.

In recognition of the New York State Education Department’s timetable, outlined in “The Strategy
for Raising Standards”, the Task Force suggests that Recommendation 4 become effective in the
year 2003 to coordinate with the new standards for graduation from high school in New York
State. This would provide ample time for prospective SUNY applicants to prepare to meet the
requirement in this recommendation. It would also allow for any necessary adjustment required




[image: image20.png]in SUNY enroliments. Students exempted from this requirement (e.g. EOP students and students
accepted on the basis of artistic, creative, leadership or other special abilities) may require
additional resources.
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Top Five Responses - What most respondents felt most strongly about
1. (O) Common Core Curriculum Issues. Should there be a mandated SUNY core curriculum?

2. (K) Is there a watch between allocation of resources and the priority on quality general education that is being
expressed at this meeting?

3. (Z) Is there a problem with students transferring into colleges?

4. (Y) Resolved, that system-wide general education requirements, not be implemented in a way that sacrifices
diversity, innovation and uniqueness to standardization

5. (A) What kind of General Education curriculum will be most responsive to the needs and goals of students who live
in a world marked by increasing interdependence and burgeoning complexity?

Lowest Five - What fewest respondents felt least about
1. (AA) Isn’t it silly to be thinking of a common general education curriculum throughout the whole of SUNY?... Our

students are so diverse (with open admission standards at the community colleges), our disciplines are so varied, and
our students’ desired outcomes are so numerous, that it seems that arrival at a common general education requirement

would be all but impossible.
2. (O) Is content the primary consideration in formulating a program of general education?

3. (N) Can there be a common curriculum in SUNY that is more than a bare general minimum and has at least some
specific content?

4. (BB) Faculty dedicated to general education in small course, interdisciplinary programs?

5. (G) Why is there no real connection between 2 year and 4 year institutions. Where is the money for such things as
foreign languages?
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Top Five Responses - What most respondents felt most strongly about

1. (L) Community college faculty must be full and equal partners in determining system-wide general education
requirements, and the certification of any courses as meeting those requirements.

2. (K) Is there a match between allocation of resources and the priority on quality general education that is being
expressed at this meeting?

3. (A) What kind of General Education curriculum will be most responsive to the needs and goals of students
who live in a world marked by increasing interdependence and burgeoning complexity?

4. (B) We need to establish a system like the California system, with a representative committee (which certifies
general education courses and program) to allow seamless transfer. Interdisciplinary courses need to be
recognized for transfer.

5. (Y) Resolved, that system-wide general education requirements, not be implemented in a way that sacrifices
diversity, innovation and uniqueness to standardization.

Lowest Five - What fewest respondents felt least about

1. (W) Is common curriculum content or different pedagogy that will be needed to achieve these common
outcomes, quality?

2. (E) Although major components of general education are to be able to read, write, and know...general
education should also explicitly integrate the ability to experience joie de vivre.

3. (BB) Faculty dedicated to general education in small course, interdisciplinary programs?
4 (AA) Isn’t it silly to be thinking of a common general education curriculum throughout the whole of SUNY?

5. (G) Why is there no real connection between 2 year and 4 year institutions. Where is the money for such
things as foreign languages [no responses]
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Top Five Responses - What most respondents felt most strongly about
1. (O) Common Core Curriculum Issues. Should there be a mandated SUNY core curriculum?

2. (Y) Resolved, that system-wide general education requirements, not be implemented in a way that sacrifices
diversity, innovation and uniqueness to standardization

3. (Z) Is there a problem with students transferring into colleges?

4. (K) Is there a watch between allocation of resources and the priority on quality general education that is being
expressed at this meeting?

5. (H) The exciting recommendations of the conference to be innovative, interdisciplinary -- all the best SUNY
has to offer -- will require a system with commitment to a stable full-time faculty and solid resources.

Lowest Five - What fewest respondents felt least about

1. (G) Why is there no real connection between 2 year and 4 year institutions. Where is the money for such
things as foreign languages? |

2. (J) How can we articulate the purposes of general education, while recognizing that we’re engaged in mass
education, not elite education?

3. (N) Can there be a common curriculum in SUNY that is more than a bare general minimum and has at least
some specific content

4 (W) Is common curriculum content or different pedagogy that will be needed to achieve these common
outcomes, quality?

5. (BB) Faculty dedicated to general education in small course, interdisciplinary programs?
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Top Five Responses - What most respondents felt most strongly about

1. (H) The exciting recommendations of the conference to be innovative, interdisciplinary -- all the best SUNY
has to offer -- will require a system with commitment to a stable full-time faculty and solid resources.

2. (K) Is there a match between allocation of resources and the priority on quality general education that is being
expressed at this meeting?

3. (A) What kind of General Education curriculum will be most responsive to the needs and goals of students
who live in a world marked by increasing interdependence and burgeoning complexity?

4. (D) Assessment issues and questions

5. (U) Uniformity of curriculum vs. Institutional distinction and identity.

Lowest Five - What fewest respondents felt least about

As there were only 3 respondents for this group, there were necessarily a large number of items with no response.
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Top Five Responses - What most respondents felt most strongly about

1 (O) Common Core Curriculum Issues. Should there be a mandated SUNY core curriculum?
2. (Z) Is there a problem with students transferring into colleges?

3. (Q) How is quality assured in a system-wide general educaiton program?

4. (R) In recognition that the tradition of higher education in Western Civilization entrusts faculty with
responsibility for the curriculum Table 22 urges....

5. (V) Assure that a system-wide approach to General Education allows for each individual campus is meeting
their uniqueness in mission/goal.

Lowest Five - What fewest respondents felt least about
1. (C)Is content the primary consideration in formulating a program of general education?

2. (G) Is content the primary consideration in formulating a program of general education?

3. (M) We need to spell out in pointed detail the political, economic, and academic consequenes of articulation
agreements.

4. (N) Can there be a common curriculum in SUNY that is more than a bare general minimum and has at least
some specific content?

5 (W) Is common curriculum content or different pedagogy that will be needed to achieve these common
outcomes, quality? |
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Top Five Responses - What most respondents felt most strongly about

1 (Y) Resolved, that system-wide general education requirements, not be implemented in a way that sacrifices
diversity, innovation and uniqueness to standardization

2. (H) The exciting recommendations of the conference to be innovative, interdisciplinary -- all the best SUNY
has to offer -- will require a system with commitment to a stable full-time faculty and solid resources.

3. (K) Is there a watch between allocation of resources and the priority on quality general education that is being
expressed at this meeting?

4. (O) Common Core Curriculum Issues. Should there be a mandated SUNY core curriculum?

5. (Z) Is there a problem with students transferring into colleges?

Lowest Five - What fewest respondents felt least about
1. (T) How serious is the transfer issue? Do we have data or merely anecdote?
2. (S) Should SUNY -- 64 campuses -- have a common course-specific curriculum?

3. (P) AAC&U materials re: General Education consistently suggest that General Education programs must be
tailored to individual colleges: must “fit” the individual campus culture.

4. (C)Is content the primary consideration in formulating a program of general education?

5. (AA) Isn’t it silly to be thinking of a common general education curriculum throughout the whole of SUNY?
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Top Five Responses - What most respondents felt most strongly about

1. (Z)Is there a problem with students transferring into colleges? How many colleges in the SUNY system have
general education? How many colleges have problems with their general education? Define the Problem—is
there a problem with general education across SUNY? If so, where is the data? Do we have data that the system
is broke? If not, why are we trying to fix it? And if it is broke, is fixing or standardizing general education the
thing that will fix 1t?

2. (A) What kind of General Education curriculum will be mostresponsive to the needs and goals of students
who live in a world marked by increasing interdependence and burgeoning complexity?

3. (K)Is there a match between allocation of resources and the priority on quality general education that is
being expressed at this meeting?

4. (P) AAC&U materials re: General Education consistently suggest that General Education programs must be
tailored to individual colleges: must “fit” the individual campus culture.

5. (X) The speakers today each addressed the importance of writing, dialogue, and faculty/student interaction in
developing critical thinking abilities. Each speaker also touched on the resource implications of such
teaching methodologies. Are SUNY and the State of New York committed to allocating the resources
necessary to accomplish the mandates they are outlining?

Lowest Five - What fewest respondents felt least about

As there were only 4 respondents for this group, there were necessarily a large number of items with no response.
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SUNY Council on Library Directors

Information Literacy Initiative

This initiative is focused on identifying information literacy
competencies and developing a plan to implement a SUNY-wide
information literacy initiative.

Final Report (September 30, 1997)

The full report, including report references (documents referred to during preparation of final
report) and resources (online courses, recent readings and other sources of information.) can be
found on the SUNY Office of Library and Information Services home page.

URL: http://olis.sysadm.suny.edu/ili/default.htm
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SUNY Council of Library Directors
Information Literacy Initiative

COMMITTEE

Final Report
September 30, 1997

The Information Literacy Initiative Committee is charged to:

1. identify desired information literacy competencies across the curriculum;

2. develop a process to implement a SUNY-wide information literacy initiative in
SUNY institutions;

3. promote the adoption of the desired information literacy competencies across the
curricula;

4. develop an advocacy program that publicizes to SUNY faculty the principles of
information literacy, especially in relation to accreditation. The intended audience is
librarians, the University Faculty Senate, Academic Vice Presidents, the SUNY
Council of Presidents, and other appropriate groups;

5. The Committee should share information about successful and model programs
among SUNY campuses via the Web and listservs.

The committee met once as a whole, several times regionally in subgroups, and exchanged
ideas frequently via a listserv set up by the SUNY Office of Library and Information
Services. A web page for the developing report was also maintained by OLIS. An interim
report was shared with the SUNY Council of Head Librarians at their 1997 Annual
Conference in May. They were referred to the web site and most of their comments and
suggestions have been incorporated into the final report. The use of a consultant was
integral to the timeliness of the report.

Information on other statewide and institutional information literacy initiatives was
gathered. Appropriate web sites were hot linked and examined. Several national experts
were contacted for their advice.

Recommendations
Charge 1
Identify desired information literacy competencies across the
curriculum
Discussion

The committee focused on identifying curriculum wide competencies, rather
than discipline specific competencies. Discipline specific competencies can
be based on broader competencies and developed in cooperation with
faculty.

Definition of Information Literacy
Information Literacy constitutes the abilities to recognize when information
is needed and to locate, evaluate, effectively use, and communicate
information in its various formats.
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Information Literacy Competencies

Competency 1: To recognize the need for information.
Indicators
e Recognizes that accurate and comprehensive information is
the basis for intelligent decision making.
o Frames appropriate questions based on information needs.
e Defines a manageable focus and timeline.

Competency 2: To access information from appropriate sources.

Indicators

e Understands and can use the variety of information sources

available, including: Internet, CD-ROM interfaces, electronic
library catalogs, microformats and print materials.
Identifies a variety of potential sources of information.
Can select those sources that are appropriate to a given need
Develops efficient and effective search strategies.
Consults experts for assistance/guidance when needed.
Understands standard systems of information organization. -
Identifies and retrieves information relevant to the
question/need.

Competency 3: To develop skills in using information technologies.
Indicators

e Can access the campus information systems and understands
how to access information networks.

e Can access the Internet, and can navigate the information
highway to locate information appropriate to the need.

e Uses group communication methods, electronic mail,
discussion groups for information gathering, feedback, and
interaction.

o Can effectively expand or narrow a search as needed.

e Understands and can use word processing, spreadsheets,
databases and computer file management.
e Can manipulate and transfer electronic information.

Competency 4: To critically analyze and evaluate information.
Indicators

¢ Filters large amounts of information.

e Determines accuracy, relevance, and comprehensiveness of
information.
Assesses the reliability and accuracy of information.
Distinguishes among facts, points of view, and opinion.
Thinks critically about the content of information.
Understands the process of knowledge generation and
publication patterns in appropriate disciplines/fields.

Competency 5: To organize and process information.
Indicators
o Synthesizes information from a variety of sources.
o Integrates new information into one's own knowledge base.
e Makes inferences, connections, and draws conclusions.
e Organizes information for practical application.

Competency 6: To apply information for effective and creative decision
making.
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Indicators
e Applies information in critical thinking and problem solving.
o Creates new information or knowledge through synthesis.
e Produces quality products appropriate to specific needs.

Competency 7: To generate and effectively communicate information and
knowledge.
Indicators
e Produces and communicates information in effective and

appropriate formats.

Disseminates information in appropriate modes.

Evaluates the effectiveness/success of products developed

and presented.

Competency 8: To understand and respect the ethical, legal, and socio-
political aspects of information and its technologies.
Indicators

o Respects the principles of equitable access to information.

o Respects intellectual property rights.

o Applies principles of academic honesty in use of information.

o Acknowledges works of others through accurate citations and

references.

Competency 9: To develop attitudinal objectives which lead to appreciation
of lifelong learning.
Indicators
e Understands that information searching requires time,
diligence, and practice, and that skills are learned over time.
e Increases self confidence with practice and experience in
information seeking.
e Recognizes that the information search process is
evolutionary and changes during the course of investigation.
e Knows that careful and attentive scrutiny of information tools
and resources 1is essential to success.
e Appreciates that information literacy requires an ongoing
involvement with learning and information technologies so
that independent lifelong learning is possible.

Charge 2
Develop a process to implement a SUNY-wide initiative

Discussion
The committee focused on identifying a variety of methods to reach faculty,
as well as ways that faculty can incorporate information literacy into their
courses. Techniques used to implement Writing Across the Curriculum
(WACQ) initiatives were discussed as a model for implementing an
Information Literacy Initiative.

Recommendations
= Campuses must provide the technological infrastructure to support access to
information in all formats and to utilize computer technologies optimally in
teaching and research.
= Libraries can provide a support/leadership function, much as campus writing
centers provide support/leadership for WAC programs
s Allow release time for librarians to work with course instructors to
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= Seeking out grants and other funding.
s Arranging for workload shifting.
s Collaborating on development of curricular
modules/assignments.

= Efforts to involve faculty:

Incorporate IL into small, specialized classes that faculty find
appealing to teach

Emphasize IL as a selling point for recruiting students to their
department's program

Explore possibilities of getting grant money for joint projects with
individual departments

Obtain funding for departments to acquire necessary equipment to
enhance their ability to incorporate IL in their courses (presentation
equipment, computers, connections, specialized equipment)
Consider increase in credit hours for a course that is IL intensive

s Propose course load shifting for faculty who teach IL intensive

courses
Find resources to make charge out time or extra stipend available for
faculty willing to develop an IL class.

= Provide resources and support for faculty:

Provide a brochure detailing IL competencies and accreditation
requirements for wide distribution.

Training sessions, discussion groups, brown bag lunch speakers
series

s Access to resources through a web site

Cooperation and support of library staff

= Make sure technical support is made available, i.e.: computing

connections, hardware and software support

s Provide examples of successful IL projects
s Work with faculty development offices to promote IL across the

curriculum and to develop training for faculty. Faculty training
programs would be helpful as 'refreshers’ for faculty who want to
update their own IL skills.

Produce a video on value of Information Literacy for presentation in
workshops and other groups.

s Recommendations for developing funding for programs:

Approach outside foundations and corporations for funding for
programs. These companies will be hiring graduates, they need them
to be information literate.

Develop a SUNY-wide fund raising approach to large foundations
and firms.

Library Directors should work with campus development offices to
approach local organizations for their own campus programs.
Explore campus resources for funding resources that would be
appropriate to Information Literacy programs, i.e.: Faculty
development, new course development, undergraduate education
initiatives.

Involve SUNY Office of Library Services in grant writing.

s Work with a wide range of campus and SUNY wide groups to develop a
broad base of support.

Recommend that representative from CLD address this topic and ask
for cooperation and input at a meeting of the SUNY VPs for
Academic Affairs

Library directors should work with Academic VPs and other
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importance of IL
s Library directors/library staff should involve campus governance
groups, departmental faculty groups, academic councils, etc., by:
s Addressing these groups at their regular meetings
s Advocating appointment of librarians appointed to
appropriate committees.
= Working with already established committees that may be
addressing similar issues |

s Presentations to SUNY wide faculty senate and local faculty
governance groups

s Work with Distance Learning offices to address unique needs of
these learners.

s Work with campus Undergraduate Academic Councils (or
equivalent) and curriculum committees (campus wide and
departmental) to promote integration of IL component into a broad
spectrum of disciplines.

= Campus plans should identify methods for incorporating Information
Literacy into distance and distributed learning programs.

Charge 3

Promote the adoption of the desired competencies across the
curriculum

Discussion
The committee focused on the need to develop strategies to bring the
importance of information literacy to the attention of faculty. The
introduction of Writing Across the Curriculum was discussed as a model.
Using existing teaching excellence and faculty development program
personnel was also proposed. The need to develop an assessment component
was identified.

Recommendations
| = Establish a SUNY web site for information literacy.

s Develop discipline-independent information literacy modules that faculty
can incorporate into courses.

= Promote adoption of information literacy competencies through established
programs of faculty development.
Encourage grants for information literacy integration into courses.
Establish a connection with the SUNY Center for Professional Development
in Technology.
Create workshops to inform faculty of information literacy objectives.
Utilize distance learning networks to share information.
Maximize use of electronic publications to keep SUNY faculty aware of
developments.

» Institute equipment and infrastructure incentives for faculty who develop
courses that include information literacy competencies.

Charge 4

Develop an advocacy program that publicizes to SUNY faculty the
principles of information literacy. especiallv in relation to
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accreditation.

Recommendations

Recommend that the CLD work with SUNY-wide and local campus offices
in charge of conducting outcome surveys of graduates, to have key questions
regarding information literacy added to the surveys.

Establish a SUNY task force of faculty/librarians with assessment expertise
to develop effective tools or processes to assess the impact of IL curricular
components and programs over the course of the undergraduate experience.
Prepare a brochure listing IL competencies and accreditation standards for
wide distribution.

Develop an IL web page with resources to aid faculty in developing courses
and assignments.

Produce a video on value of Information Literacy for presentation in
workshops and other groups.

Make presentations to wide range of campus groups, bringing in outside
speakers and making use of faculty who have been successful in
implementing IL courses and assignments.

Produce a Power Point or Web presentation that faculty/staff/administration
can use in meetings to promote IL, e.g.: "why you need information literacy
skills"

Recommend that CLD work with SUNY central administration to emphasize
importance of IL to campus VPs and Presidents

Work through individual BI librarians, publicize on listservs, and through
SUNYLA to involve librarians and raise awareness of IL. Library Directors
need to make this a priority for their staff and provide support and resources
to library staff to develop/implement IL programs.

Make use of teleconference facilities to promote/share ideas with
faculty/administrators across the state.

Hold a pre-conference on IL at the FACT (Faculty Access to Computer
Technology) meeting - Emphasize the availability of librarians to help
develop assignments/classes and to teach sessions.

Contact faculty who are already incorporating IL skills into their courses.
Find out how they're doing it. What helped them be successful. What else
could be made available to them to assist in the process.

Provide forums (conferences, campus visits, etc.) for effective teachers
(librarians or teaching faculty) to demonstrate methods of incorporating
information literacy into the curriculum.

Charge 5

Share information about successful and model programs among
SUNY campus via the Web and Listservs

Recommendations

Develop a Web page to disseminate information about information literacy
and assist faculty to incorporate information literacy into their courses.
s Proposed contents of Web page to include:
s definition of information literacies
= list of competencies, examples of effective and ineffective
assignments meant to teach competencies
invite faculty to submit assignments as examples
testimonies about the value of information literacy.
bibliography of resources, including articles about poor
information skills of graduates
= include a discussion/listserv forum for the topic.

. . .
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UCT Alhance
Core Competencies
Introduction:

The University Colleges of Technology (UCTs) have traditionally offered students the opportunity
to prepare both for work and for transfer to upper-division schools through the combined study
of liberal arts and technologies. Students studying liberal arts must understand the importance of
technology to self and society, and likewise students studying technology must understand the
relevance of the liberal arts. This feature of cross-disciplinary studies gives the University
Colleges of Technology a unique mission within the state of New York.

To ensure graduates' success at work and/or further schooling, the UCT Alliance has developed
a core group of competencies designed to enhance students' educational experience. The UCT
Alliance believes that core competencies are essential, and acquisition of these competencies is a
common expectation of all UCT students.

The core competencies embody the kinds of abilities typically identified by institutions of higher
learning as appropriate outcomes of a college education, and most frequently cited by employers
as essential workplace skills. Core competencies are neither taught nor acquired in isolation: they
are not course-specific. Rather, they are developed collectively throughout students' entire
educational experience. These competencies constitute a common thread running through and
unifying all Alliance programs, both degree and certificate. In essence, they define the educational
experience of all UCT Alliance students. Moreover, as a result of the collective nature of the core
competencies, assessing student performance in these areas will typically involve multiple
approaches and measures in a variety of situations.

At times, the core competencies may overlap each other. This gives faculty and staff the
opportunity to reinforce the competencies, and enables students to develop a sense of their inter-
connectedness and of the relationship between discipline-specific studies and general education.
All of the core competencies are appropriate to college-level study, and incoming students must
meet entry-level criteria in reading, writing, and mathematics. The intent is that the core
competencies will provide all UCT graduates with the knowledge, critical thinking, and behavioral
skills necessary for the workplace, transfer, lifelong learning, productive citizenship, and overall
quality of life.

Mathematics Competency - the ability to apply mathematical principles and techniques to the
solution of both everyday and discipline-specific problems, using current technology to assist in

solutions as appropriate.

Goal: All University Colleges of Technology students will demonstrate proficiency in the
use of mathematics as a tool in problem solving.
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Demonstrate proficiency in computing with whole numbers, fractions, decimals,
percents, and signed numbers.

- Know basic mathematical terminology, standard notation and use of symbols, and

common conventions for graphing and data presentation.

Understand basic statistics and probability.

Interpret information presented in the form of graphs and charts.

Organize data in meaningful ways as appropriate for different audiences or end-
users. |

Select and implement relevant strategies and techniques and apply appropriate
mathematical tools (such as formulas and equations) to the solution of problems.
Estimate a solution to a problem and determine the reasonableness of the result,
including whether the solution arrived at is sufficient for the situation at hand.
Demonstrate awareness of a variety of technological tools (e.g., calculators,
computer algebra systems, spreadsheets) that may be applied to the solution of
mathematical problems, including the strengths and limitations of each.
Appreciate the power and scope of mathematics and its applicability to a variety of
disciplines. |

Communication Competency - the ability to generate, comprehend, and respond to both written
texts and oral messages. This encompasses writing, reading, speaking, and listening.

Goal #1 (Writing): All University Colleges of Technology students will be able to write
effectively for academic, career, and personal purposes.

Objectives: Students will:

1.

2.

3.

Demonstrate understanding of the writing process (invention, drafting, revising,
editing) by producing organized, coherent, correct prose for different purposes and
audiences:

a. Present information accurately and objectively.

b. Present a logical analysis, argument, or evaluation, supported by evidence.
Incorporate researched material into their writing and cite their sources accurately
and appropriately.

Use basic keyboarding and computer skills to enter, manipulate, and transmit text.

Goal #2 (Reading): All University Colleges of Technology students will acquire and
maintain a level in reading comprehension and vocabulary that will support success in their
careers and higher-level education.

Objectives: Students will:

1.

2.

Summarize and differentiate between main ideas and supporting details in college-
level reading material.

Infer what an author intends but is not directly stating.
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Evaluate and raise questions about the content, organization, and/or style of written
texts.

Goal #3 (Speaking): All University Colleges of Technology students will be able to
effectively present oral information in a variety of situations.

Objectives: Students will:

1.

Develop, organize, and deliver, clearly and with a minimum of distractions, oral
presentations for different purposes and audiences:

a. Present information accurately and objectively. |

b. Present a logical analysis, argument, or evaluation, supported by evidence.
Incorporate researched material into oral presentations and cite their sources
accurately and appropriately.

Participate in conversation and group discussion, articulating their own ideas and
responding to others' oral statements rationally and respectfully.

Goal #4 (Listening): All University Colleges of Technology students will be able to
accurately comprehend oral messages.

Objectives: Students will:

1.

2.

3.

Summarize and differentiate between main ideas and supporting details in others’
oral communications.

Infer by interpreting visual and other cues what a speaker intends but is not directly
stating.

Evaluate and raise questions about the content, organization, and/or style of others'
oral presentations.

Problem Solving Competency - the ability to identify a problem, define and represent the
problem, explore possible strategies for solution of the problem, act on those strategies, and then
evaluate the results.

Goals: All University Colleges of Technology students will accept problems as an
opportunity to learn and will possess effective problem-solving skills.

Objectives: Students will:

il

Identify the main issues and multiple parts of problems.

Identify similarities and differences among problems.

Identify assumptions within problems.

Formulate hypotheses to solve problems.

Select an appropriate hypothesis and follow an associated logical process for
solving a problem, incorporating appropriate use of technology.

Evaluate progress toward solution of a problem, selecting another hypothesis or
process if a "dead end" occurs. | |
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Evaluate the reasonableness of a solution and take appropriate action(s).

Critical Thinking Competency - the ability to think independently, to see things in new ways,
to make connections between seemingly unrelated entities, and to analyze, question, and make
sense of the phenomena at hand.

Goal: All University Colleges of Technology students will be able to apply critical
thinking strategies to academic, career, and personal questions or situations.

Objectives: Students will:

00 NN B W

\O

Differentiate fact from opinion.

Recognize bias, relevance, and credibility.

Ask relevant questions to clarify meaning.

Classify data, findings, opinions, and so forth on the basis of particular attributes
or criteria.

Identify similarities and difterences.

Analyze causal relationships.

Analyze the logic/validity of an argument.

Develop and present their own arguments, including identifying alternatives and
considering their pros and cons.

Use metaphors to eXpress relationships.

Apply knowledge in new and creative ways.

Information Literacy Competency - the ability to find information, evaluate it, and use it
effectively. This competency encompasses knowledge and application of research strategies, tools,
and sources. Information literacy is learning how to learn.

Goal: All University Colleges of Technology students will be able to distinguish among
different information sources, select those that are appropriate, and apply the acquired
information to a specific problem.

Objectives: Students will:

1.

2.

Know how information is organized, recognizing the variety of content and
formats.

Set up an efficient search strategy, identifying a topic, generating appropriate
search terms, and determining which tools are most appropriate to the information
need at hand.

Once information sources have been identified, locate and access the appropriate
information either locally or from a remote source.

From the information in hand, evaluate and select materials in a variety of formats,
at an appropriate level for the information need. This includes critical evaluation
of the reliability and validity of information.

Apply the chosen information to the situation, citing sources appropriately as
necessary.
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multiple roles citizens may fulfill, the many perspectives they will encounter, and the
consequences of individual and group behavior. Citizens must be responsible to their local,
national, and international communities. |

Goal: All University Colleges of Technology students will develop the skills necessary
to become responsible citizens within multiple social, community, and career contexts.

Objectives: Students will:
1. Respect the values, beliefs, and activities of other people, regardless of their race,

sex, age, ability, sexual orientation, cultural heritage, national origin, religion, or
social, economic or political background.

2. Work cooperatively with individuals from diverse backgrounds.

3. Perform effectively as members of teams to solve problems or perform tasks.

4. Demonstrate assertiveness in expressing personal viewpoints in group settings.

5. Demonstrate a willingness to accommodate differences among team members.

6. Understand various techniques for conflict resolution, including maintaining
perspective, negotiation, and compromise.

7. Recognize the consequences of and assume responsibility for their own decisions
and actions in workplace, organizational, and other settings.

8. Understand how governmental organizations, processes, and regulations affect
individuals and communities.

9. Understand the individual and group Pprocesses that effect community/social
change.

10.  Participate in service to communities through individual and/or group action.

Science Competency - the ability to apply scientific information, principles, and techniques to the
world around us.

Goal: All University Colleges of Technology students will understand, appreciate, and
apply the general principles of science to self and society.

Objectives: Students will:

Understand and apply scientific methods.
Access and explain scientific information. »
Demonstrate understanding and correct application of general scientific laws.

Understand the importance of the physical and natural sciences and their 1mpact on
self and society.

Bw

Technology Competency - the ability to select and use the most appropriate tool(s) for a task and
to understand technology's impact on self and society.
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technology within their curriculum. Students will use technology for problem solving,
communicating, writing, analyzing data, and accessing information.

Objectives: Students will:

1. Demonstrate computer literacy:
a. Use computers for communication and information retrieval via e-mail,
networks, the Internet (Web browsers), and information services.
b. Use word-processing software.
C. Use data analysis software, including spreadsheets.
d. Use multimedia (including presentation) software.
2. Understand the impact of technology on the environment, self, and society.
3. Demonstrate the responsible use of contemporary technology in academic and

workplace environments.
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