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Competence-Based Teacher Education (CBTE) 

To: Presidents, State-Operated Capuses 

The State University of New York has been supportive of the 
corrpetence-based teacher education (CBTE) movement, and we believe this type 
of teacher edwation program should be encouraged. However, in response to 
questions from some of the campuses, SUNY Central Administration recently 
sought clarification of The State Education Department's stance on this 
issue from Deputy Commissioner Nolan. ~3 copy of thai correspondence is 
attached. 

The State Education Department's policy does not require that 
programs be designed i&the competence-based mode , and it seems appropriate 
that SUNY's policy conform to that of the Department. It is not necessary 
for propoSals for new, programs in teacher education to incorporate the CBTZ 
principles unless the campus wishes to do so. You will note that Deputy 
Commissioner Nolan calls attention to Sections 52.~~2!(1) and (2,) of the 
Coumissioner's Regulations which require that program objectives be stated 
in "observable behavioral terms" and that programs include a procedure for 
continusus evaluation of the program. 

Xhen a campus makes 'revisions in existing programs, including 
conversion to a mode other than CBTE, a copy of such revisioos should,be 
sent to my office which will transmit them to Th,e State Education 
Department. As a result, both my office and The State Education Department 
will be aware of the manner in which campus programs are currently being 
conducted. 

If you have any questions about this change in policy, please let me 
know. 

Attachments 
cc: Deal of Professional Studies 

Deputy Commissioner Nolan 
Assistant Conmissioner Sheldon 

Copies for information only sent to: 
Deans, Statutory Colleges 
President Co11 
Vice Provost Spencer 



August 4, 1922 

Dr. JeraKe 8. Komisar 
Act$ng Vice Chancellor for Academic 

Prcgrams, Policy 2nd Planning 
State University cf New York 
State University Plaza 
Albany, i!PV! York 12246 

Dear Jerry: 

Thank you for your letter of June 30, 1932 in which you recwsted 
clarification concerning the Depati -tmcnt's position on Ccc:-otence-Based 
Teacher Education (C?Ti) programs. Let me respon:ci to the three qiestions 
YOU raised in the order in which you presented them: 

1. There is no Regulation that requires inst7 'tutions to submit 
teacher preparation ~tqOg~~3iiiS in the C3TE format. CZi:FVS?S m?y C!?OsSe t0 
foliow that format if they wish, as long as they submit ail Of the 
information czl!sl for in Appendix A of CEO No. 3 (dated Jandary 15, 1976). 

2. G/hen Department staff evaluate programs, we do so in relatio!? to 
Part 52 of the Regulations. Continuation of t!ie CYTE approach is not 
required by.those Regulations anq -I therefore xould not be 2 hZSiS iOr 
criticism. Teacher education programs are jiid?4 ?n accordance xith their 
compliance with Ssctions 52.2 and 52.21 of Regulations. !iith respec.t to 
the asses 5men-l of co;lipettinc.Cj 0.f prospective teachers, I call !/Our attention 
to two provisions. The first, found in 52.21(l), under "M-poses" si~tes: 
"For each program there should be clear statenxaxts of the objectives if! 
observable be!:avioral terns and the procedure that is to be foilo;<;ed for 
the continuous evaluatioti of the program." The seccr:d, found in 5.2.21(2) 
cn:er "Resources" states: "The adequacy of the resources shall be judged 
by evide;;ce shrjvin3 ho:w the graduates will meet the objectives of the 
program." 

Relating back to your question, if a college elects to convert a 
competence-b:scd pi-04~ani to scme other mode, that change is a significant 
one.which jm\ist be brhught to our attention in advance. 

3. The onlv recent witten a!~alysis of the resiults of the conversion 
of teacher cducati~on proqra!cs in the State to the CBTE format <was the report 
niade to the Regents at the ir J;:nc ]::C;z n:::;,r,fng. 
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1 hope that this infotmation will be helpful to you and your 
colleagues. Please call me if you have otkr qiiesticns about these 
matters. 

Sincerely, 

CC: 676&s E. Sheldon 
Alvin P. Lierh?iner 
John 3. McGarraghy 
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