Graduate and Research Committee Report
Fall Planning Meeting 2011


At the Fall planning meeting the Graduate and Research Committee welcomed many of the members from the previous year and a large number of new members.  Amongst the topics discussed were (old business) “SUNY scholar tool” initiated and maintained by the Research Foundation of SUNY.  This tool can be used to identify potential collaborators within SUNY and outside.  A short report was also given by Valentin Brimkov from Buffalo State on the work of the subcommittee in addressing grading issues where (e.g.) the administration changes grades and whether the original instructor should be involved.  A report by this subcommittee has been submitted to the Senate.   

A number of topics were discussed under the new business.  These includes: 1) Sustainability workshop, 2) a study on State funded graduate student salary across SUNY (a comparison),  3) 2013 Graduate Research Symposium, 4) ways to provide (needed/required) language requirement for non-language students (e.g. Music students need two language courses but are not offered), 5) quality control and monitoring of programs across SUNY with offering outside of the Country (e.g. the New Paltz campus has programs in Greece and Czech Republic), 6) Students readiness (e.g. entering graduate school or students entering 4 year colleges from 2-year),  and 7) the recently announced collaboration between SUNY campuses and Peace Corps.   

After much discussion the committee decided that they will focus specifically on topics 1, 2, and 3 and will continue discussions on the other items.  

1- The “Sustainability Workshop” subcommittee was formed and the members include Richard Smardon (chair), Junaid Zubairi, Peter Knuepfer, and Corinne Nyquist.  This workshop will bring together researchers from across and outside of SUNY with expertise and interest in sustainability with the objective of providing the participants with networking opportunities and with the goal of developing research proposals based on identified collaborations to be submitted to a variety of funding agencies.  The subcommittee is charged to identify specific sustainability topics and these may include energy and nanotechnology.  

2- A second subcommittee was formed to develop a study on “State funded graduate student salary across SUNY”.  Members of this subcom are Kevin Williams (chair), Thomas Devlin, Valentine Brimkov, Rosalyn Rufer, Susan Seem, and Anne O’Byrne.   The topic is specially timely to undertake as State funded assistantships do not seem to be competitive.  The committee will form a list of campuses for this study as well as the topics to cover.  There seems to be disparity even within campuses and by departments.  This study will include both state funded RA’s and RF GA’s. Addressing disparity is the key goal.  The subcommittee will discuss whether the study should be department-by-department or program-by-program? by discipline? Master level? Or PhD? 
3- A subcommittee was also formed to prepare for “Graduate Research Symposium 2013: Research that Matters”. The aim is to compile a list of lessons learned as well as what to do differently to create an even more successful symposium in 2013 to showcase the importance of the research being undertaken by graduate students across the SUNY campuses.  The members of the subcommittee include Peter Bradford (chair), Junaid Zubairi, and Edward Feldman.    

The Committee plans to meet in Nov 2011, January 2012, and April 2012.
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