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Graduate and Research Committee

Report to the Winter Plenary Meeting, February 6-7, 2009
Standing Charge to the Committee:

The Committee will serve as a source of professional advice and guidance to the Senate on matters relating to the quality, operation, and encouragement of graduate programs and research. To these ends, the committee may be concerned with the procedures, criteria, and support of existing and new graduate programs within the University.  The Committee may review and recommend policies and procedures relating to moral and ethical concerns of research and graduate studies and other matters involving support and furtherance of research and graduate studies in the University.

Committee Actions

The committee met at the September Planning Meeting with Mark Noll joining by phone.  During the two day meeting, the committee decided to pursue two major issues during this year.  Additionally, the committee developed two resolutions to be considered at this Plenary meeting. 
1. Maximizing Faculty Research Efforts Through Collaboration Within SUNY: Sustainability Research as a First Step
The committee discussed numerous aspects of how to build collaborative efforts within SUNY, and the issue of sustainability research which is a topic of great societal concern.  The proposed plan for the 2009-2010 academic year will be to organize and host a 2-day working meeting for faculty engaged in sustainability research and interested in establishing research priorities.  Sub-groups will be organized in roughly the following areas; 1) applied science and engineering, 2) environmental science and engineering with a focus on protecting and restoring water resources, 3) social and political engagement, and 4) green chemistry options.  Others will be considered.
The committee will work closely with Carl Wiezalis to focus the efforts of the working meeting.  The goal of the meeting will be development of a document outlining the state-of-the-art in the different sub-groups and the prominent or pressing research needs.  Finally, it is anticipated that the meeting has the potential to create new collaborations within SUNY, pulling in outside collaborators as needed.  This stands to push SUNY to the forefront of this research area.

2. Online and Other New Methods of Publishing
The committee will investigate with the help of SUNY Press and others, the viability of investing in online publishing methods to help facilitate rapid publication of critical materials.  The committee discussed the possible need for publication of workshop report, small meeting proceedings, etc. as the most promising areas in which alternative publication methods might be useful.
3.  Resolution Supporting Increases in Graduate and Teaching Assistants (GA/TA) Stipend and Tuition Scholarship Funding Levels
The committee has put forward a resolution asking SUNY System Administration to review current levels of funding, compare these levels of funding to those at other institutions within New York, the Northeast region and nationally, and consider adjusting these levels of funding so as to make SUNY competitive.  The committee urges your support for this resolution.

4.  Resolution to Establish a System-wide SUNY Faculty Research and Scholarship Interest Database
The committee has put forward a resolution urging SUNY System Administration and the Research Foundation to undertake a collaborative project to establish a System-wide SUNY Faculty Research Interest Database and asset inventory.  This effort will foster collaboration within the system, and alert faculty to the resources and facilities available around the system that might increase faculty research productivity.   Furthermore, the database should be available to those outside SUNY so as to promote external collaborations as well.  The committee urges your support for this resolution.
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