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The  S t a t e  University o f  New York, l i k e  most of American 
higher education, has %adopted a var iQnt  of the t r a d i t i o n a l  
"Carnegie Unit" as a measure of academic cxedit. This u n f t  
i s  known i n  t he  S t a t e  University by the  familiar term, "semes- 
t e r  c r e d i t  hour,"  and is the  primary academic measure by which 
progress toward a degree is gauged. rt i s  recognized t h a t  
snch  a u n i t  measures only a ' p a r t ,  a l b e i t  a major part, of  a 
compcsite l ea rn ing  experience based upon formally s t ruc tu red  
and informal i n t e r ac t i ons  among f acu l ty  and s tuden ts .  

Over the p a s t . s & u e r a l . y e a r s ,  f o r  academic purposes, some 
f a c u l t i e s  have allowed modificat ions of the c l a s s2ca l  C a x ~ e g i e  
d e f i n i t i o n  of a semester c r e d i t  hour, whia'~ has stipuIated t h a t  
one semes te r -c red i . t  hour be awarded f o r  f i r ' t een  sess ions  of 5 0  
minutes duxation i n  .classroom l ec tu re - r ec i t a t i on  each requ i r ing  
two hours o f - o u t s i d e  p repara t ion-by  the  stusent. .Today therg 
are many types of educat ional  experiences wfth,which credit 
hour assijnrnent may properly be associa ted .  

I n  the  i n t e r e s t  of accura te  academic measurement and 
cross-campus comparabili ty,  the  following definitions and. pxsc -  
t i c e s  apply i n  con t ro l l ing  the  r e l a t i onsh ip  between contact  and 
credit hours. These d e f i n i t i o n s  c o n s t i t u t e  a formal iza t ion of 
cur ren t  and h i s t o r i c  pol icy  i n  order  t o  ensure consistency 
throughout the State University of New Yoxk. Courses rnay be 
composed of any combination of elements described,  a s  for exam- 
ple ,  a l e c t u r e  course w h i c B  also hasyfequired l abora to ry  per iods  
o r  s lecture course having ail adfi i t iohal  requirement fo r '  auper- 
v ised  independent study or t u t o r i a l  activity. 

A semester credit hour i.s aormally granted '  f o r  s a t i s f a c -  
tory completion of one 50-minute session of classroom, ins t ruc-  
t i o n  per week. for  a semester of not  less than f i f t een-weeks .  
T h i s  bas ic  measure may be adjus ted  propor t ionate ly  to' r e f l e c t  
nodif ied  academic ca lendsrs  and formats or' study. Semester 
credit hours- a r e  granted f o r  var ious  types of Ics .cruct ion as 
follows : 
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Lecture ,  seminar, qu iz ,  di.;cussion, r e c i t a t i o n .  

A semester c r e d i t  hour is  an academic u n i t  earned f o r  
f i f t e e n  50-minute ses s ions  of classroom i n s t r u c t i o n  
wi th  a normal expecta t ion  of  two hours o f ' o u t s i d e  
s tudy f o r  each c l a s s  sess ion .  ~ y p ' i c a l l y ,  a t h r e e  
semester c r e d i t  hour course meets t h r e e  50-minute 
ses s ions  p e r  week f o r  f i f t e e n  weeks f o r  a t o t a l  of 
4 5  se s s ions .  

A c t i v i t y  supervised as a group. 

(Laboratory, f i e l d  t r i p ,  practicum, workshop, group 
s t u d i o ) .  

A semester credit hour i s  awarded 30: t h e  equ iva len t  
of f i f t e e n  pe r iods  of such a c t i v i t y ,  where each ac- 
t i v i t y  pe r iod  i s  150 minutes o r  more i n  d u r a t i o n  wi th  
l i t t l e  o r  no ou t s ide  p repa ra t ion  expected. For ty- f ive  
50-minute s e s s i o n s  of such a c t i v i t y  would a l s o  nor- 
mally e a r n  one semester c r e d i t  hour. Where such ac- 
t i v i t y  involves substantial  outside preparation by the 
s tuden t ,  t h e  equ iva len t  of  f i f t e e n  pe r iods  of  100 
minutes d u r a t i o n ' e a c h  w i l l  e a rn  one semester credit 
hour. 

Supervised ind iv idua l  a c t i v i t y .  

(Independent study, ind iv idua l  s t u d i o ,  t u t o r i a l ) .  

( a )  One c r e d i t  f o r  independent s tudy (def ined  as 
s tudy given i n i t i a l  guidance, criticism, review 
and f i n a l  eva lua t ion  of s tuden t  performance by 
a f a c u l t y  member) w i l l  be awarded f o r  t h e  equiva- 
l e n t  of f o r t y - f i v e  50-minute s e s s i o n s  o f  s tuden t  
academic a c t i v i t y .  

(b) Cred i t  f o r  t u t o r i a l  study (defined a s  s tudy which 
is  given i n i t i a l  f a c u l t y  guidan-e f o l l ~ w e d  by 
repea ted ,  r e g u l a r l y  scheduled i n d i v i d u a l  s tuden t  
conferences with a f a c u l t y  member, and p e r i o d i c  
a s  w e l l  a s  f i n a l  eva lua t ion  of s tuden t  performance) 
w i l l  be awarded on t h e  b a s i s  of one semester hour 
c r e d i t  f o r  each equ iva len t  of f i f t e e n  con tac t  hours 
of r e g u l a r l y  scheduled i n s t r u c t i o n a l  se s s ions .  

4 .  Ful l - t ime Independent Study. 

(Student teaching,  practicum) . 
I f  a s t u d e n t ' s  academic a c t i v i t y  is  e s s e n t i a l l y  f u l l  
time (as i n  s tuden t  t each ing) ,  one semester c r e d i t  
hour may be awarded f o r  each week of  work. 
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5.  E x p e r i e n t i a l  Learninq.  

A t  i t s  d i s c r e t i o n  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  may award credi t  hours  
f o r  l e a r n i n g  a c q u i r e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  which i s  
a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of a  program of s t u d v .  

When l i f e  o r  work e x p e r i e n c e  i s  t o  be c r e d i t e d  as a con- 
c u r r e n t  p o r t i o n  of an academic program d e s i g n ,  as i n  an 
i n t e r n s h i p ,  one semes te r  c r e d i t  hour w i l l  b e  awarded f o r  
e a c h  40-45  clock-hour week of s u p e r v i s e d  academic a c t i v i t y  
t h a t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  l e a r n i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  t o  pro- 
gram s t u d y .  

6 .  C r e d i t  by Examinat ion,  

A t  i t s  d i s c r e t i o n  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  may a w a ~ d  semester hour 
c r e d i t s  f o r  mastery  demonst ra ted  th rough  credi t  by exami- 
n a t i o n .  When such c r e d i t  by examina t ion  i s  a l lowed ,  it 
may be used t o  s a t i s f y  degree  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o r  t o  r e d u c e  
t h e  t o t a l  number o f  remaining hours  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a degree .  

7 .  S h o r t  S e s s i o n s .  

C r e d i t  h o u r s  may be e a r n e d  i n  s h o r t  s e s s i o n s  (summer ses- 
s i o n s ,  i n t e r s e s s i o n s ,  etc.) p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  t o  t h o s e  
e a r n e d  f o r  t h e  same a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  a r e g u l a r  t e r m  o f  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n ,  normally a t  no more t h a n  Qne c r e d i t  p e r  week 
of  f u l l - t i m e  s t u d y .  

8. A p p e a l  and Review. 

I n s t i t u t i o n s  may p r e s e n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for  
d e p a r t u r e s  from t h e s e  p o l i c y  p r o v i s i o n s  t o  t h i s  o f f i c e ,  
which w i l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  
Cred i t  h o u r s  t o  be e a r n e d  i n  approved o v e r s e a s  academic 
programs w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  on a n  i n d i v i d u a l  
b a s i s  f o l l o w i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  p rocedures .  Other  s p e c i a l  
a r rangements  sugges ted  by campuses w i l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  on 
an  i n d i v i d u a l  b a s i s  by t h i s  o f f i c e .  
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$.+,?/ L l 4 - 
Bruce Dearing 

cc: C h a n c e l l o r  Boyer 
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