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Introduction

his pocketbook contains a sum-
I mary of the report of the Task Force
on Postsecondary Education and
Disabilities. It includes background in-
formation on the work of the Task Force
and the charge it received from the Board
of Regents, Commissioner of Education
and the leadership of the four higher edu-
cation sectors: State University of New
York, City University of New York, Com-
mission on Independent Colleges and
Universities and the Association of Pro-
prietary Colleges. The Task Force’s mis-
sion was to develop a set of strategies to
enhance access to higher education for
individuals with disabilities in New York
State.

The summary contains the nine goals
developed by the Task Force and the out-
comes for each goal by which to measure
success over the course of the next five
years. The plan is an ambitious one and a
standing committee has been appointed
to oversee this process.

The full report of the Task Force on
Postsecondary Education and Disabil-
ities contains suggested strategies that
cover a broad range of themes, including
improving the preparation of high school
students with disabilities and their fami-
lies; providing training and professional




development for faculty; raising the
level of disability awareness to top col-
lege administration levels; reflecting
goals of universal design and access in
college and university strategic plans;
enhancinganddevelopingnewfunding
streams;andim ple mentingregionalized
approachestoassessment,career,educa
tional counseling and assistive tech nol
ogyevaluationservices.

To obtain a copy of the full report
contactThe Officeof Vocationaland Ed-
ucational Services for Individuals with
Disabilities (VESID), Postsecondary Ed-
ucation Unit, Room 1613, One Com-
merce Plaza, Albany, NY 12234 or call
(518) 473-4381.




SUMMARY

When | went to college in the
1960s, there was only one build ing |
could go into with my wheelchair
and | had ev ery course for four years
in that one building. The rest of the
campus was off limits for me. If it
was n’t for my bud dies on the bas ket-
ball team carrying me around, my
college experience would have been
pretty bleak. It was n’t un til twenty-
five years later when | re turned for a
re union that | was able to see the rest
of the cam pus on my own.

story,goingtocollegein New York

State held a promising future. At
that time, he was the only student on
cam pus us ing a wheel chair. He was able
to overcome the barriers and the chal -
lenges he had to face to graduate. What
about the thou sands of high school grad-
uates with disabilities who want the
same opportunity today? Is New York
State pre pared to ed u cate them and give
them the freedom to participate fully in
ev ery as pect of cam pus life?

For the student who wrote this

In the fall of 1998, the top leadership
of the state’s higher education sectors
con vened with the Board of Re gents and
the New York State Education Depart-
ment to address this critically important




issue of enhancing access to higher edu-
cation for individuals with disabilities in
New York State. That leadership in-
cluded the Chancellor of the Board of Re-
gents and the Commissioner of
Education representing the New York
State Education Department; the Chan-
cellors from both the State University of
New York and the City University of
New York; and the Presidents of both the
Commission on Independent Colleges
and Universities and the Association of
Proprietary Colleges. It was an unprece-
dented event, with an unprecedented
mission: to charge the Task Force on
Postsecondary Education and Disabil-
ities with developing a global vision and
strategies to enhance access and encour-
age full participation of individuals with
disabilities in postsecondary education.

To accomplish this goal, the Task
Force on Postsecondary Education and
Disabilities developed a vision: all stu-
dents with disabilities who have ac-
quired knowledge and skills to benefit
from a higher education experience will
have full access and opportunity; and a
mission: to develop a set of strategies for
higher education to enhance full partici-
pation of individuals with disabilities.
The vision and mission guided its re-
search and deliberations for almost a full
year. To accomplish its mission, the Task
Force created individual focus groups to
develop strategies in five key areas:
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% preparation and readiness for
college-level study;

< fundingstreams;

«» faculty education and instruc
tion;

<+ assistive technology and other
sup ports;and

% student success and employ-
ment.

In making its recommendations, the
Task Force tried to avoid prescription
and mandate. Rather, the recommenda
tions include strategies that develop
better infor mationexchange, offerincen
tivesand provide boththeed ucationand
disabilities communities with broad as-
sessment and evaluation tools that will
both guide and gauge improvement in
theentireareaoffull participation. While
some of the recommendations will re -
quire additional funds to be effectively
im ple mented, the Task Force has fo cused
on enhancing and leveraging existing
systems, mechanisms and programs,
rather than cre at ing new ones.

Therecommendedstrate giescovera
broad range of themes including: im-
proving the preparation of high school
students with disabilitiesand their fam i
lies; providingtrainingandprofessional
devel op mentforfac ulty; raisingthe level
of dis abil ity aware ness to top col lege ad-
ministration levels; reflecting goals of
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universaldesignandaccessincollegeand
universitystrategicplans;enhancingand
devel oping new fund ingstreams; and im-
plementing regionalized approaches to
assessment, career, educational counsel
ing and assistive technology evaluation
services.

The following nine goals developed
by the Task Force represent the vision
and strategies necessary to accomplish
the criti cal work that has only just be gun
with the release of this report. The spe-
cificoutcomeswill al low New York State
to gauge its progress in enhancing
postsecondary opportunities. To make
such progress, a full range of stake-
holders needstoengage inthisim por tant
work: educators, government officials,
businesses, service providers, families
and individuals with disabilities. The
strategies outlined in the report will re-
quire thinking in a new, forward and
comprehensive way about how to make
postsecondary education a reality for all
New Yorkers with the determination to
succeed.

Goal One:

Individuals with disabilities,regard
less of age, have access to learning
opportunities that prepare them for
col lege study and to the tools and re-
sources needed to succeed in post-
secondaryeducationsettings.




Outcomes:

Trend data over the next five years
will indicate that the percentage of
students with disabilities with high
school diplomas, or the equivalent,
admitted to postsecondary educa
tion institutions in New York State
willincrease.

Trend data over the next five
years will indicate that the percent-
age of returningadults with disabil i-
ties admitted to postsecondary
educationinstitutionswillincrease.

Goal Two:

New York State’s colleges and uni-
versitiescommittoex pandingaccess
and opportunity for qualified stu-
dentswithidentifieddisabilities,and
that commitment includes a power-
ful push toward the ongoing devel
opment of positive campus-wide
and faculty-wide attitudes toward
the capabilitiesof students with dis-
abilities.

Outcomes:

The percentage of New York State’s
institutions of postsecondary educa
tion that have a specific and formal
planningcomponentaddressingunk
versal design and access by the next
comprehensive plan cycle will in-
crease.




The percentage of college and
university students who self-report
as having one, or more, disability
(ies) will increase over the next five
years.

The percentage of individuals
who achieve their personal educa
tional goals, by completing a certifi
cate program, specific coursework,
two-year, four-year or postgraduate
study, will in crease over the next five
years.

Trend data over the next five
years will indicate that the percent-
age of stu dents with dis abil i tieswho
trans fer from two-year into four-year
institutionswillincrease.

Goal Three:

Faculty and staff have ready access
and the incentive to utilize the re-
sources they need that will enable
them to teach and work more effec-
tivelywithstudentswithdisabilities.

Outcomes:

The percentage of universities and
collegesthatinclude professional de-
velopment and technical assistance
to faculty and staff in the area of
teaching and providing services to
students with disabilities in their
planning and assessment processes
willin crease over the next five years.




The number of faculty and staff
who report favorably that they had
access to professional training
courses will increase over the next
five years.

Goal Four:

Students with disabilities and insti
tutions of postsecondary education
work together to ensure that cam-
pus-wide technology meets univer-
sal design standards, and that
stu dents have ready ac cess to the full
range of appropriate assistive tech-
nol o giesthey need tobesuccessfulin
their coursework and general fields
of study.

Outcomes:

The number ofcol legesand universk
ties that have a for mal com po nentin
their overall campus technology
plans that addresses universal de-
sign and ac cess will in crease over the
next five years.

The percentage of students who
reportfavorably onaccessandaccom-
modationaroundcam pustechnology,
and in being able to acquire special
technol o giesthey need in or der to suc
cessfully complete coursework and
participateincampuslifewillincrease
over the next five years.




Goal Five:

College students with disabilities
have ac cess to the full range of strat e-
gies, programs and counseling
aimedatde vel op ing knowl edgeand
skills to assist them in achieving
post-academic success, including
satisfyingcareersandjobs.

Outcomes:

The percentage of college students
withdisabilitieswhoobtainem ploy-
ment through the career counseling
services and programs will be the
same as for stu dents with out dis abil-
ities.

Thenumberofcareercounseling/
placement offices that specifically re-
cruit companies onto campuses that
expressinterestinhiringindividuals
with disabilities will increase over
the next five years.

The percentage of studentswith
disabilities, either in traditional or
nontraditional postsecondaryeduca
tion settings, who participate in in-
ternships, mentoring programs,
clinical practice, fieldstudiesorother
work experiences outside of class
work will in crease over the next five
years.

The percentage of college stu-
dents with disabilities who report
going on to satisfying jobs and ca-
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reers will in crease over the next five
years.

Goal Six:

The New York State postsecondary
educationcommunityfostersthede
velop mentofre gional collaboratives
and partnerships offering a full
range of ser vices and tech ni cal as sis-
tance to students with disabilities,
their families and secondary and
postsecondary education institu
tions.

Outcome:

The number of secondary and
postsecondaryeducationinstitutions
that report a specific regional re-
source or partnership to which they
can turn for tech nical ad vice and as-
sistance on work ing with and teach-
ing students with disabilities wiill
In crease over the next five years.

Goal Seven:

Accreditation and review bodies
continue to develop and enhance
standards, policies and procedures
forthecom pre hensiveassess mentof
institutional effectiveness with re-
gardtoaccesstoanddiver sity of pro-
grams and services to students with
disabilities.
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Outcomes:

Issues of access are included in the
oversight criteria used by accredita
tion and review bodies operating in
New York State.

The per centage of programs and
institutions that are reviewed favor-
ably with regardtouniversaldesign
and ac cess will in crease over the next
five years.

Goal Eight:

Institutionsof postsecondaryed uca
tion, families and students with dis-
abilities have ac cesstoabroad ar ray
of finan cial tools to pro mote success
incol lege.

Outcomes:

Passage ofthe specificlegislativeini
tiatives out lined in the re port will be
achieved.

Endowment and private sector
contributions to postsecondary ed u-
cation institutions that are ear-
marked for disability services will
in crease over the next five years.

Services, programsandfacilities
at postsecondary education institu
tions that are aimed at in creas ing ed-
ucational opportunity for students
with disabilities will be expanded
and enhanced statewide over the
next five years.
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Trend data over the next five
yearswill in di cate that the num ber of
colleges and universities that avail
themselves of the “Fund for Im-
provement of Disability Services”
grants will in crease.

Goal Nine:

New York State, through the Board
of Regents, establishes a standing
Steering Com mit tee made up of lead-
ership of the four universitysectors,
the State Ed ucation De partmentand
leaders in secondary education to
guide ongoing research, policy de-
velop mentandassessment.

Outcome:

The Com mittee will be named within
six months of the formaladop tion of
the Task Force Re port.

In March 2000, the Board of Regents
appointed the standing Steering Com -
mit tee to over see, de velop and guide the
implementation of the intent of the Task
Force report. The Steering Committee is
responsible for monitoring progress on
the goals and out comes in the re port; col-
lecting and evaluating data on students
withdisabilities;developingthecapacity
to measure more meaningful outcomes
for students with disabilities; analyzing
factors contributing to the success of stu-
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dents and developing the strategies to
achieve the goals and reach the outcomes
in the re port.

The report of the Task Force on
Postsecondary Education and Disabil
ities contains comments from a panel of
national ex pertsinvariousfields, apanel
of College Presidents representing the
four university sectors and the Task
Force Steering Com mittee. The mem bers
of these groups are listed in the full re-
portalongwithback groundinformation,
supporting data and charts and defint
tions of terms used in the re port.

It is the fervent hope of the Task
Force that this report will become the
roadmap by which individ ualswith dis-
abilities in New York State will signifi
cantly expand their educational and
careerhorizons.
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