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Introduction

T
his pocketbook contains a sum-
mary of the report of the Task Force
on Postsecondary Education and

Disabilities. It includes background in-
formation on the work of the Task Force
and the charge it received from the Board
of Regents, Commissioner of Education
and the leadership of the four higher edu-
cation sectors: State University of New
York, City University of New York, Com-
mission on Independent Colleges and
Universities and the Association of Pro-
prietary Colleges. The Task Force’s mis-
sion was to develop a set of strategies to
enhance access to higher education for
individuals with disabilities in New York
State.

The summary contains the nine goals
developed by the Task Force and the out-
comes for each goal by which to measure
success over the course of the next five
years. The plan is an ambitious one and a
standing committee has been appointed
to oversee this process.

The full report of the Task Force on
Postsecondary Education and Disabil-
ities contains suggested strategies that
cover a broad range of themes, including
improving the preparation of high school
students with disabilities and their fami-
lies; providing training and professional



de vel op ment for fac ulty; rais ing the
level of dis abil ity aware ness to top col -
lege ad min is tra tion lev els; re flect ing
goals of uni ver sal de sign and ac cess in
col lege and uni ver sity stra te gic plans;
en hanc ing and de vel op ing new fund ing
streams; and im ple ment ing regionalized 
ap proaches to as sess ment, ca reer, ed u ca -
tional coun sel ing and assistive tech nol -
ogy eval u a tion ser vices. 

To ob tain a copy of the full re port
con tact The Of fice of Vo ca tional and Ed -
u ca tional Ser vices for In di vid uals with
Dis abil ities (VESID), Postsecondary Ed -
u ca tion Unit, Room 1613, One Com -
merce Plaza, Al bany, NY 12234 or call
(518) 473-4381.



SUMMARY
When I went to col lege in the

1960s, there was only one build ing I
could go into with my wheel chair
and I had ev ery course for four years
in that one build ing. The rest of the
cam pus was off lim its for me. If it
was n’t for my bud dies on the bas ket -
ball team car ry ing me around, my
col lege ex pe ri ence would have been
pretty bleak. It was n’t un til twenty-
five years later when I re turned for a
re union that I was able to see the rest 
of the cam pus on my own. 

For the stu dent who wrote this
story, go ing to col lege in New York 
State held a prom is ing fu ture. At

that time, he was the only stu dent on
cam pus us ing a wheel chair. He was able
to over come the bar ri ers and the chal -
lenges he had to face to grad u ate. What
about the thou sands of high school grad -
u ates with dis abil i ties who want the
same op por tu nity to day? Is New York
State pre pared to ed u cate them and give
them the free dom to par tic i pate fully in
ev ery as pect of cam pus life? 

In the fall of 1998, the top lead er ship
of the state’s higher ed u ca tion sec tors
con vened with the Board of Re gents and
the New York State Ed u ca tion De part -
ment to ad dress this crit i cally im por tant
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issue of enhancing access to higher edu-
cation for individuals with disabilities in
New York State. That leadership in-
cluded the Chancellor of the Board of Re-
gents and the Commissioner of
Education representing the New York
State Education Department; the Chan-
cellors from both the State University of
New York and the City University of
New York; and the Presidents of both the
Commission on Independent Colleges
and Universities and the Association of
Proprietary Colleges. It was an unprece-
dented event, with an unprecedented
mission: to charge the Task Force on
Postsecondary Education and Disabil-
ities with developing a global vision and
strategies to enhance access and encour-
age full participation of individuals with
disabilities in postsecondary education.

To accomplish this goal, the Task
Force on Postsecondary Education and
Disabilities developed a vision: all stu-
dents with disabilities who have ac-
quired knowledge and skills to benefit
from a higher education experience will
have full access and opportunity; and a
mission: to develop a set of strategies for
higher education to enhance full partici-
pation of individuals with disabilities.
The vision and mission guided its re-
search and deliberations for almost a full
year. To accomplish its mission, the Task
Force created individual focus groups to
develop strategies in five key areas:
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vprep a ra tion and readi ness for
col lege-level study;

v fund ing streams;
v fac ulty ed u ca tion and in struc -

tion;
v assistive tech nol ogy and other

sup ports; and
v stu dent suc cess and em ploy -

ment. 

In mak ing its rec om men da tions, the
Task Force tried to avoid pre scrip tion
and man date. Rather, the rec om men da -
tions in clude strat e gies that de velop
better in for ma tion ex change, of fer in cen -
tives and pro vide both the ed u ca tion and
dis abil i ties com mu ni ties with broad as -
sess ment and eval u a tion tools that will
both guide and gauge im prove ment in
the en tire area of full par tic i pa tion. While 
some of the rec om men da tions will re -
quire ad di tional funds to be ef fec tively
im ple mented, the Task Force has fo cused 
on en hanc ing and le ver ag ing ex ist ing
sys tems, mech a nisms and pro grams,
rather than cre at ing new ones. 

The rec om mended strat e gies cover a
broad range of themes in clud ing: im -
prov ing the prep a ra tion of high school
stu dents with dis abil i ties and their fam i -
lies; pro vid ing train ing and pro fes sional
de vel op ment for fac ulty; rais ing the level
of dis abil ity aware ness to top col lege ad -
min is tra tion lev els; re flect ing goals of
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uni ver sal de sign and ac cess in col lege and
uni ver sity stra te gic plans; en hanc ing and
de vel op ing new fund ing streams; and im -
ple ment ing regionalized ap proaches to
as sess ment, ca reer, ed u ca tional coun sel -
ing and assistive tech nol ogy eval u a tion
ser vices.

The fol low ing nine goals de vel oped
by the Task Force rep re sent the vi sion
and strat e gies nec es sary to ac com plish
the crit i cal work that has only just be gun
with the re lease of this re port. The spe -
cific out comes will al low New York State
to gauge its prog ress in en hanc ing
postsecondary op por tu ni ties. To make
such prog ress, a full range of stake -
holders needs to en gage in this im por tant 
work: ed u ca tors, gov ern ment of fi cials,
busi nesses, ser vice pro vid ers, fam i lies
and in di vid u als with dis abil i ties. The
strat e gies out lined in the re port will re -
quire think ing in a new, for ward and
com pre hen sive way about how to make
postsecondary ed u ca tion a re al ity for all
New York ers with the de ter mi na tion to
suc ceed.

Goal One: 
In di vid uals with dis abil i ties, re gard -
less of age, have ac cess to learn ing
op por tu ni ties that pre pare them for
col lege study and to the tools and re -
sources needed to suc ceed in post-
sec ond ary ed u ca tion set tings.
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Out comes:
Trend data over the next five years
will in di cate that the per cent age of
stu dents with dis abil i ties with high
school di plo mas, or the equiv a lent,
ad mit ted to postsecondary ed u ca -
tion in sti tu tions in New York State
will in crease.

Trend data over the next five
years will in di cate that the per cent -
age of re turn ing adults with dis abil i -
ties ad mit ted to postsecondary
ed u ca tion in sti tu tions will in crease.

Goal Two: 
New York State’s col leges and uni -
ver si ties com mit to ex pand ing ac cess 
and op por tu nity for qual i fied stu -
dents with iden ti fied dis abil i ties, and 
that com mit ment in cludes a pow er -
ful push to ward the on go ing de vel -
op ment of pos i tive cam pus-wide
and fac ulty-wide at ti tudes to ward
the ca pa bil i ties of stu dents with dis -
abil i ties.

Out comes:
The per cent age of New York State’s
in sti tu tions of postsecondary ed u ca -
tion that have a spe cific and for mal
plan ning com po nent ad dress ing uni -
ver sal de sign and ac cess by the next
com pre hen sive plan cy cle will in -
crease.
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The per cent age of col lege and
uni ver sity stu dents who self-report
as hav ing one, or more, dis abil ity
(ies) will in crease over the next five
years.

The per cent age of in di vid u als
who achieve their per sonal ed u ca -
tional goals, by com plet ing a cer tif i -
cate pro gram, spe cific coursework,
two-year, four-year or post grad u ate
study, will in crease over the next five 
years.

Trend data over the next five
years will in di cate that the per cent -
age of stu dents with dis abil i ties who
trans fer from two-year into four-year 
in sti tu tions will in crease.

Goal Three: 
Fac ulty and staff have ready ac cess
and the in cen tive to uti lize the re -
sources they need that will en able
them to teach and work more ef fec -
tively with stu dents with dis abil i ties.

Out comes:
The per cent age of uni ver si ties and
col leges that in clude pro fes sional de -
vel op ment and tech ni cal as sis tance
to fac ulty and staff in the area of
teach ing and pro vid ing ser vices to
stu dents with dis abil i ties in their
plan ning and as sess ment pro cesses
will in crease over the next five years.
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The num ber of fac ulty and staff
who re port fa vor ably that they had
ac cess to pro fes sional train ing
courses will in crease over the next
five years.

Goal Four: 
Stu dents with dis abil i ties and in sti -
tu tions of postsecondary ed u ca tion
work to gether to en sure that cam -
pus-wide tech nol ogy meets uni ver -
sal de sign stan dards, and that
stu dents have ready ac cess to the full
range of ap pro pri ate assistive tech -
nol o gies they need to be suc cess ful in 
their coursework and gen eral fields
of study.

Out comes:
The num ber of col leges and uni ver si -
ties that have a for mal com po nent in
their over all cam pus tech nol ogy
plans that ad dresses uni ver sal de -
sign and ac cess will in crease over the
next five years.

The per cent age of stu dents who
re port fa vor ably on ac cess and ac com -
mo da tion around cam pus tech nol ogy, 
and in be ing able to ac quire spe cial
tech nol o gies they need in or der to suc -
cess fully com plete coursework and
par tic i pate in cam pus life will in crease
over the next five years.
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Goal Five:
Col lege stu dents with dis abil i ties
have ac cess to the full range of strat e -
gies, pro grams and coun sel ing
aimed at de vel op ing knowl edge and
skills to as sist them in achiev ing
post-academic suc cess, in clud ing
sat is fy ing ca reers and jobs.

Out comes:
The per cent age of col lege stu dents
with dis abil i ties who ob tain em ploy -
ment through the ca reer coun sel ing
ser vices and pro grams will be the
same as for stu dents with out dis abil -
i ties.

The num ber of ca reer coun sel ing/
place ment of fices that spe cif i cally re -
cruit com pa nies onto cam puses that
ex press in ter est in hir ing in di vid u als
with dis abil i ties will in crease over
the next five years.

The per cent age of stu dents with
dis abil i ties, ei ther in tra di tional or
non tra di tional postsecondary ed u ca -
tion set tings, who par tic i pate in in -
tern ships, mentoring pro grams,
clin i cal prac tice, field stud ies or other 
work ex pe ri ences out side of class
work will in crease over the next five
years.

The per cent age of col lege stu -
dents with dis abil i ties who re port
go ing on to sat is fy ing jobs and ca -
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reers will in crease over the next five
years.

Goal Six: 
The New York State postsecondary
ed u ca tion com mu nity fos ters the de -
vel op ment of re gional collaboratives
and part ner ships of fer ing a full
range of ser vices and tech ni cal as sis -
tance to stu dents with dis abil i ties,
their fam i lies and sec ond ary and
postsecondary ed u ca tion in sti tu -
tions.

Out come:
The num ber of sec ond ary and
postsecondary ed u ca tion in sti tu tions 
that re port a spe cific re gional re -
source or part ner ship to which they
can turn for tech ni cal ad vice and as -
sis tance on work ing with and teach -
ing stu dents with dis abil i ties will
in crease over the next five years.

Goal Seven: 
Ac cred i ta tion and re view bod ies
con tinue to de velop and en hance
stan dards, pol i cies and pro ce dures
for the com pre hen sive as sess ment of
in sti tu tional ef fec tive ness with re -
gard to ac cess to and di ver sity of pro -
grams and ser vices to stu dents with
dis abil i ties.
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Out comes:
Is sues of ac cess are in cluded in the
over sight cri te ria used by ac cred i ta -
tion and re view bod ies op er at ing in
New York State.

The per cent age of pro grams and
in sti tu tions that are re viewed fa vor -
ably with re gard to uni ver sal de sign
and ac cess will in crease over the next 
five years.

Goal Eight: 
In sti tu tions of postsecondary ed u ca -
tion, fam i lies and stu dents with dis -
abil i ties have ac cess to a broad ar ray
of fi nan cial tools to pro mote suc cess
in col lege.

Out comes:
Pas sage of the spe cific leg is la tive ini -
tia tives out lined in the re port will be
achieved.

En dow ment and pri vate sec tor
con tri bu tions to postsecondary ed u -
ca tion in sti tu tions that are ear -
marked for dis abil ity ser vices will
in crease over the next five years.

Ser vices, pro grams and fa cil i ties
at postsecondary ed u ca tion in sti tu -
tions that are aimed at in creas ing ed -
u ca tional op por tu nity for stu dents
with dis abil i ties will be ex panded
and en hanced state wide over the
next five years.
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Trend data over the next five
years will in di cate that the num ber of 
col leges and uni ver si ties that avail
them selves of the “Fund for Im -
prove ment of Dis abil ity Ser vices”
grants will in crease.

Goal Nine: 
New York State, through the Board
of Re gents, es tab lishes a stand ing
Steering Com mit tee made up of lead -
er ship of the four uni ver sity sec tors,
the State Ed u ca tion De part ment and
lead ers in sec ond ary ed u ca tion to
guide on go ing re search, pol icy de -
vel op ment and as sess ment.

Out come:
The Com mit tee will be named within 
six months of the for mal adop tion of
the Task Force Re port.

In March 2000, the Board of Re gents
ap pointed the stand ing Steering Com -
mit tee to over see, de velop and guide the
im ple men ta tion of the in tent of the Task
Force re port. The Steering Com mit tee is
re spon si ble for mon i tor ing prog ress on
the goals and out comes in the re port; col -
lect ing and eval u at ing data on stu dents
with dis abil i ties; de vel op ing the ca pac ity
to mea sure more meaningful out comes
for stu dents with dis abil i ties; an a lyz ing
fac tors con trib ut ing to the suc cess of stu -
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dents and de vel op ing the strat e gies to
achieve the goals and reach the out comes
in the re port. 

The re port of the Task Force on
Postsecondary Ed u ca tion and Dis abil -
ities con tains com ments from a panel of
na tional ex perts in var i ous fields, a panel
of Col lege Pres i dents rep re sent ing the
four uni ver sity sec tors and the Task
Force Steering Com mit tee. The mem bers
of these groups are listed in the full re -
port along with back ground in for ma tion, 
sup port ing data and charts and def i ni -
tions of terms used in the re port.

It is the fer vent hope of the Task
Force that this re port will be come the
roadmap by which in di vid u als with dis -
abil i ties in New York State will sig nif i -
cantly ex pand their ed u ca tional and
ca reer ho ri zons.
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