SUNY Chancellor Shows Her Mettle, Even as Universities Lose a Key Legislative Battle - Government - The Chronicle of Higher Education

& = Premium Content Welcome, ' Log My Account
T H E C H RON IC L E - (-”HHNI{“
iy
Thursday, August 5, 2010 of Higher Education Subscribe

HOME NEWS OPINION & IDEAS FACTS & FIGURES TOPICS JOBS ADVICE FORUMS EVENTS

Faculty | Administration | Technology | Community Colleges | International | Special Reports | People | The Ticker | Current Issue | Archives

Gover nm ent Search The Chronicle :l

Home = News = Administration = Government

E-mail & Print 5 Comment (1) <F Share C&l‘l‘lpus

August 4, 2010 VleWpOlntS
- SUNY Chancellor Shows Her Mettle, Even as
Universities Lose a Key Legislative Battle
By Eric Kelderman

Find out what you don’t know about

One year into her tenure as chancellor of the State University of New York, the State Legislature Q

H - H frr H H I'HE HOMG KOMNG
handed Nancy L. Zimpher h?r flrs_t ma_J(?r political defeat, rejecting a} package of regulat(_)ry_ Qb POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY
changes meant to allow public universities to earn more money outside of state appropriations & VT A

and operate more efficiently.

The changes Ms. Zimpher championed would have allowed both SUNY and the City University of

New York to increase tuition without the Legislature's approval and to charge higher rates to

students in some programs and at some campuses. Known as the Public Higher Education Most Popular
Empowerment and Innovation Act, it also would have allowed the university systems to lease
property and enter into public-private partnerships without lawmakers' approval and loosened
regulations on buying goods and services.
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While the Legislature's recent actions are a setback for SUNY and the system's chancellor, debate

on the empowerment act is far from over. The process also has shown that Ms. Zimpher is a force Past Coverage
to be reckoned with, even at the Statehouse, where the political climate has devolved in recent SUNY Sets a New Course With the Release of Its
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inclusion of the proposal in the executive budget put it on a statewide stage and helped broaden
the base of support.
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Legislation Held Up Passage of Budget

Mr. Simpson, president of SUNY at Buffalo, said final passage of this year's budget was delayed
for more than four months, in part, because some lawmakers refused to vote on the legislation
unless the empowerment act was included in the bill. Mr. Simpson said this was a sign that the
system had gained significantly more influence with the Legislature than it has had in the past.
"This piece of legislation literally held up the budget until the very end," he said.

But the faculty and staff unions that opposed the measures were also influential. United
University Professions, which represents 56 percent of the nearly 57,000 employees on SUNY's
four-year campuses, was primarily concerned that the public-private partnerships allowed under
the measure would result in the system supplanting union jobs with nonunion positions. The
organization also warned that proposed changes in tuition policy could make the system
unaffordable for some students.

"Let's hope it never passes," Phillip H. Smith, president of the union, said about the
empowerment act.

Ms. Zimpher said, in principle, the union wants the same thing that the act's supporters want:
"high-quality programs that are accessible and affordable."

But the union's opposition was an outlier to the broad coalition of groups that supported the
measure, Ms. Zimpher said.

"We have engendered the broadest possible endorsement in SUNY's history," she said.
Supporters included the system's campus presidents as well as the University Faculty Senate, the
Student Assembly, and economic-development groups across the state.

A majority of the public appeared to support the empowerment act, too. Fifty-four percent of
New York residents surveyed by the Siena Research Institute at Siena College in Loudonville,
N.Y., supported the empowerment act, compared with 36 percent who opposed it, according to
poll results released in mid-July.

System Will Continue to Pursue Changes

Despite being left out of the budget for the 2011 fiscal year, it's not the end of the debate over the
act. There is discussion among legislators, the governor, and the university systems about a
possible agreement on moving a separate bill that would include some parts of the empowerment
act.

The political winds may also bode well for the empowerment act. Andrew M. Cuomo, the state's
attorney general and the Democratic nominee for governor, has voiced his support for much of
the empowerment act.

"I think this is just round one," said Raymond W. Cross, president of the SUNY campus at
Morrisville. "My sources tell me that there will be major pieces of this bill adopted before
elections. We may not get it in its entirety, but I think we'll get a lot of it."

"The word of the day is persistence," Ms. Zimpher said, adding that the system will continue to
pursue the regulatory changes. "We are coming back and coming back and coming back."
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Hopefully, this rare act of sanity on the part of the otherwise craven legislators in Albany will
send Ms. Zimpher packing.
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changes meant to allow public institutions to earn
more money outside of state appropriations and
operate more efficiently.

Southern States Urgently Need to Enroll More
Adults in College, Report Says

By Jennifer Gonzalez

The Southern Regional Education Board warns that
adult enrollment rates--critical to meeting national
college-completion goals--are slipping.

Campus Viewpoint
Information provided by participating institution
The University of Florida is a
major, public, land-grant and
research university. The state’s
UREVERSITY of oldest, largest and most
FLORIDA comprehensive university, UF
is among the nation’s most academically diverse
public universities with 16 colleges on its...

* View Campus Viewpoint


javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0)
http://chronicle.com/article/Southern-States-Urgently-Need/123755/
http://chronicle.com/article/Southern-States-Urgently-Need/123755/
http://chronicle.com/campusViewpoint/University-of-Florida/25/
javascript:flagComment(55455);

SUNY Chancellor Shows Her Mettle, Even as Universities Lose a Key Legislative Battle - Government - The Chronicle of Higher Education

Add Your Comment

Submit |

Pioneers Narcissism First Person
¥ k_H"-T'uq /'.1 i
' | Pl L
4 i
1" e
Starting a University Let's Not Flatter Ourselves Industry to Academe

HOME | NEWS | OPINION & IDEAS | FACTS & FIGURES | TOPICS | JOBS | ADVICE | FORUMS

Subscribe | Newsletters | Advertise | Help | About The Chronicle | Contact Us | Site Map | Permissions | Privacy Policy

Copyright 2010. All rights reserved.
The Chronicle of Higher Education 1255 Twenty-Third St, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20037

http://chronicle.com/article/SUNY-Chancellor-Shows-Her/123772/[8/5/2010 8:50:32 AM]

EVENTS


http://chronicle.com/article/The-Lurethe-Risks-of/123724/
http://chronicle.com/article/Narcissism-Run-Rampant-Lets/123705/
http://chronicle.com/article/My-Journey-From-Industry-to/123678/
http://chronicle.com/section/Home/5/
http://chronicle.com/section/News/6/
http://chronicle.com/section/Opinion-Ideas/40/
http://chronicle.com/section/Facts-Figures/58/
http://chronicle.com/section/Topics/59/
http://chronicle.com/section/Jobs/61/
http://chronicle.com/section/Advice/66/
http://chronicle.com/forums/
http://chronicle.com/section/Events/77/
http://chronicle.com/subscribe/
http://chronicle.com/section/Newsletters/85
http://chronicle.com/section/Advertise/86
http://chronicle.com/section/help/87
http://chronicle.com/section/About-the-Chronicle/83
http://chronicle.com/section/Contact-Us/88/
http://chronicle.com/sitemap
http://chronicle.com/article/Permissions/44236
http://chronicle.com/article/Privacy-Policy/1612/

	chronicle.com
	SUNY Chancellor Shows Her Mettle, Even as Universities Lose a Key Legislative Battle - Government - The Chronicle of Higher Education


	xsb3ItU2hvd3MtSGVyLzEyMzc3Mi8A: 
	front_search: 
	button7: 
	searchQueryString: Search The Chronicle


	xsb3ItU2hvd3MtSGVyLzEyMzc3Mi8A: 
	addCommentForm: 
	text: 
	submitComment: 




